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BUSINESS  QUALIFICATIONS  FOR 
POULTRY  KEEPING. 


A  Lecture  Given  by  John   H.  Robinson,  Before 
Poultry  Class  at  the  Rhode  Island  Agricultural 
College,  1903. 


the 


>sE  of  our  most  successful 
poultrymen  ouce  said 
that,  ia  his  opinion,  any 
man  who  could  make  a 
tiuancial  success  of  poul- 
try keeping,  could,  by 
the  application  of  as  much  euergy  and  industry 
as  had  been  required  to  achieve  his  .success, 
make  a  much  greater  success  iu  some  other 
line. 

To  some  this  may  at  first  seem  a  rather 
strong  statement,  but  when  one  takes  into 
consideration  the  combination  of  qualities 
necessary  to  make  poultry  keeping  financially 
successful,  it  does  not  seem  so  preposterous. 
And  when  one  considers  the  number  of 
persons  who  have  made  money  in  other  lines 
only  to  lose  it  when  they  attempted  to  make 
more  money  from  it  by  investing  it  iu  poultry, 
the  proposition  l)egius  to  look  quite  reasonable. 

Just  Ordinary  Business  Capacity  is 

All  that  is  Required. 

Remarkable  or  phenomenal  business  ability 
is  not  needed  to  make  a  success  of  poultry 
keeping.  .'?uch  ability  l  arely  engages  in  poul- 
try keeping,  for  those  who  possess  it  are  almost 
inevitably  attracted  toward  other  lields  where 
such  talent  as  they  possess  finds  more  sub- 
stantial pecuniary  reward.  But  to  make  a 
success  of  even  a  small  poultry  business  —  a 
business  dealing  with  only  one.  or.  at  most,  a 
few  phases  of  poultry  culture  —  one  mu>t 
possess  in  some  measure,  or  develop  in  some 
degree,  the  qualities  which  peculiarly  fit  men 
for  the  successful  handling  of  manufacturing 
and  commercial  enterprises. 

A  very  large  proportion  of  the  failures  in 
poultry  keeping  are  either  directly  or  indirectly 
due  to  failure  to  appreciate  the  extent  to  which 
successful  poultry  keeping  depends  upon  the 
successful  application  of  common  business 
qualities  in  the  poultryman's  daily  work. 
This  lack  of  appreciation,  in  turn,  seems  to 
result  from  a  failure  to  understand  that  poul- 
try keeping,  while  in  some  of  its  secondary 
aspects  a  unique  calling,  does  not  difler  in  any 
fundamental  particular  from  other  kinds  of 
business. 

Take,  as  an  illustration,  the  common  case  of 
a  person  who  going  into  poultry  keeping  with 
the  idea  that  a  good  product  is  sure  to  be 
promptly  snapped  up  by  wise  buyers  the 
instant  it  is  placed  upon  the  market,  gives  all 
his  attention  to  getting  that  good  product,  and 
when  he  is  ready  to  sell  it,  finds  that  the 
market  is  not  waiting  for  it,  but  that  he  has  to 
go  out  and  literally  '"hustle"  for  purchasers. 

The  first  conclusion  of  the  man  who  finds 
himself  in  such  a  situation  is  likely  to  be  that 
those  who  told  him  that  the  demand  for  his 
goods  was  in  excess  of  the  supply,  were  all 
wrong,  and  that  the  things  he  had  to  sell  are  a 
drug  on  the  market. 

Tiie  fault  is  neither  with  the  market  nor 


with  those  who  advise  him,  but  with  himself. 
Common  business  sense,  an  ordinary  knowl- 
edge of  the  conditions  of  supply  and  demand 
and  of  the  laws  of  trade,  should  have  taught 
him  that  to  sell  goods  to  advantage  a  man 


A  Poultry    Business  Can  Neither 
Run  Itself  Nor  Be  Run  Success- 
fully by  a  Novice. 

The  editor  of  a  poultry  paper  perhaps  ought 
to  be  among  the  last  to  say  anything  which 
would  in  any  way  detract  from  the  authority 
or  power  of  the  poultry  press:  yet,  as  such 
authority  and  power  are  necessarily  limited,  it 
may  sometimes  be  good  policy  for  those 
directly  interested  in  or  responsible  for  the 
work  of  the  poultry  press  to  say  things  which 
will  have  a  tendency  to  prevent  enthusiastic 
people  from  forming  too  high  estimates  of 
what  they  will  be  able  to  do  by  virtue  of 
their  own  intelligence  and  industry,  aided  by 
what  advice  and  information  they  may  obtain 
from  poultry  books  and  periodicals. 

What  would  be  thought  of  a  man  who 
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would  write  to  the  editor  of  a  grocery  trade 
journal  as  follows? 


must  know  his  markets  and  know  how  to  get 
his  goods  to  the  attention  of  his  customers, 
and  having  learned  this  he  should  have  studied 
market  conditions,  and  made  preparations  for 
the  disposal  of  his  goods  in  advance. 

We  may  have  occasion  again  to  refer  to  this 
matter;  for  the  present  let  us  consider  our 
subject  in  a  more  general  way,  taking  up  first 
the  part  which  business  qualities  should  have 
in  the  production  of  poultry  products  of 
kinds. 


11 


■I  have  decided  to  engage 
in  the  grocery  business,  and  knowing  nothing 
whatever  about  it,  come  to  you  for  advice  and 
information.  How  much  capital  do  I  need  i 
How  manv  clerks  should  I  employ?  Where 
could  I  bur  mv  goods  to  best  advantage? 
What  brands  of  flour  will  give  my  customers 
best  satisfaction,  etc.?" 

Everyone  will  say  without  a  moment's  hesi- 
taUou  that  any  sensible  man,  instead  of  writ. 


ing  to  an  editor,  asking  such  questions,  or 
going  to  anyone  else  for  such  information, 
would  go  to  work  in  a  grocery  store,  keep  his 
eyes  and  ears  open,  and  pick  up  bit  by  bit  the 
knowledge  of  the  business  which  is  essential 
to  make  a  success  in  it.  People  going  into  the 
grocery  business  in  a  very  small  way  may 
sometimes  depend  upon  the  advice  of  a  whole- 
sale dealer,  or  of  a  friend  or  acquaintance 
acquainted  with  the  business  in  putting  in 
their  stocks;  but  I  doubt  whether  any  man 
with  capital  to  put  in  a  full  stock  of  staple 
and  fancy  groceries  ever  did. 

Or,  suppose  a  man  impressed  with  the  idea 
that  there  is  money  to  be  made  in  manufactur- 
ing carriages,  should  begin  by  asking  the 
editor  of  a  trade  paper  to  tell  him  just  how  to 
spend  his  money  to  establish  himself  in  busi- 
ness. His  family  and  friends  would  surely 
consider  that  he  needed  either  to  be  placed 
under  restraint,  or  to  have  his  money  held  in 
trust  by  someone  of  sounder  judgment.  But 
it  is  a  common  thing  for  men  without  the 
slightest  practical  elementary  knowledge  of 
the  poultry  business  to  make  up  their  minds 
to  engage  in  it,  and  then  write  to  some  editor 
of  a  poultry  paper,  or  to  some  contributor,  or 
to  some  supposedly  successful  poultryman  for 
a  derailed  statement  of  what  to  do  in  making 
a  start;  how  much  money  to  put  into  build- 
ings: what  buildings  to  erect;  what  dimen- 
sions to  make  houses  and  yards;  what  breed 
of  fowls  to  keep:  what  to  feed,  etc.  Xot  a 
few  of  those  who  do  this  have  considerable 
capital.  In  some  cases  the  money  has  come  to 
them  by  inheritance,  but  as  often  it  represents 
the  savings  of  years  in  some  other  occupation. 
The  Victims  of  the  Professional 
Expert. 

It  is  the  frequency  of  these  last  cases  that 
:istonishes  those  who  come  to  know  of  them. 
So  many  people  who  have  exercised  good 
business  sense  in  accumulating  money,  serni 
to  leave  it  behind  them  when  they  become 
interested  in  poultry.  Even  in  the  occasional 
cases  where  a  man  who  has  money  to  put 
into  a  poultry  business  secures  a  partner  or  a 
manager  presumed  to  have  a  practical  knowl- 
edge of  the  business,  we  rarely  find  them 
exercising  as  much  caution  in  making  con- 
tracts as  is  customary  in  other  lines.  Again 
and  again  we  see  men  whose  lengthening 
exiieriences  as  managers  seems  to  increase  no 
capacity  but  that  for  creating  deficits  for  their 
employers  engaged  to  manage  new  plants,  and 
men  of  very  limited  experience  and  no  repu- 
tation for  practical  ability  to  manage  either 
for  themselves  or  others,  taken  in  as  partners 
by  those  w  ho  have  capital  which  they  want  to 
invest  in  the  poultry  business. 

It  may  be  said  that  those  who  make  such 
blunders  as  these  are  deceived  as  to  the  capac- 
ities of  the  men  they  employ  or  take  into 
partnership.  In  some  cases  they  certainly 
are  not.  As  one  man  said  to  me  of  the  man 
who  had  been  bis  partner:  '-Where  I  made 
mv  mistake  was  iu  thinking  I  could  hold  him 
level,  making  use  of  what  practical  knowledge 
of  the  business  he  had,  and  at  the  same  time 
curbing  his  propensity  to  spend  money  extrav- 
agantly. I  found  that  if  I  refused  to  let  him 
have  money  he  said  he  needed,  I  was  putting 
myself  in  a' position  where  he  could  blame  me 
if 'the  matters  for  which  he  wanted  the  money 
did  not  turn  out  well.  So  I  had  to  let  him 
have  the  monev,  and  I  had  to  pocket  the  losses 
until  his  failures  to  get  resulU  with  things  as 
he  said  he  wanted  them  would  justify  me  m 
terminating  our  contract." 

In  some  cases  men  do  not  know  the  char- 
acter or  reputation  of  those  to  whom  tbejr 
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entrui>t  all  chances  of  the  success  of  their 

undertakings  with  poultrr,  but   it  is 

their  own  fault  that  they  do  not,  for  it  is  not 
at  all  difficult  to  get  at  the  facts  in  any  ca>e  if 
one  goes  al)Out  it  wiih  the  purpose  of  getting 
the  facts  and  forming  bis  judgment  of  his  man 
from  the  facts,  and  is  not,  as  is  too  often  the 
case,  satisfied  with  a  few  favorable  reports  of 
a  man  who  has  made  a  favorable  impression 
upon  him,  those  reports  probably  being  fur- 
nished by  persons  who  are  more  concerned  to 
do  the  object  of  them  a  favor  than  lo  be  fair 
and  truthful. 
There  is  no  Law  Compelling  Men 
Not  Equipped  for  the  Business 
to  Go  Into  It. 
The  excuse  is  sometimes  made  by  those  who 
either  starting  in  the  business  independently 
start  wrong  in  nearly  every  possible  way,  or 
starting  with  expert  advice,  find  afterwards 
that  it  was  of  very  poor  quality,  that  they  did 
the  best  they  could  at  the  time,  or  under  the 
circumstances.  That,  however,  is  a  very  poor 
excuse,  for  il  is  an  easy  matter  lo  refrain  from 
making  the  start  until  one  is  reasonably  sure 
be  is  avoiding  avoidable  mistakes. 

Take  it  whatever  way  we  will,  it  is  hard  to 
justify  the  course  of  the  man  who  undertakes 
to  carry  on  a  poultry  business  before  he  knows 
what  is  right  and  what  is  wrong,  what  is  wise 
and  what  is  unwise  in  its  management;  for  he 
is  trying  to  do  business  without  that  most 
essential  business  quality,  practical  acquaint- 
ance with  the  details  of  the  business  under- 
taken. 

The  case-  of  one  who  develops  a  poultry 
business  gradually  from  bis  interest  in  a  few 
fowls,  or  as  a  side  line  in  connection  with 
some  other  business,  or  who,  taking  it  up  for 
his  health,  finds  it  better  to  work  for  himself 
than  for  another,  is  quite  different.  When 
such  people  fail  to  exercise  business  qualities 
of  the  kind  we  have  been  discussing,  it  is 
generally  because  in  the  beginning  of  their 
venture  there  is  little  occasion  to  do  so,  their 
affairs  shaping  them?elves  quite  naturally, 
and  so  they  never  form  the  habit  of  using 
liusiness  methods  and  applying  business  ideas 
lo  their  work.  All  the  processes  of  their 
worS  are  apt  to  be  crude.  Their  economies 
are  not  systematic.  Their  expenditures  are 
not  carefully  planned.  Their  policies  are  for 
the  most  part  short  sighted.  Their  buying 
and  selling  is  on  a  hand  to  mouth  basis.  For 
such  reasons  it  is  that  so  many  people  who 
work  hard  and  deny  themselves  in  many  ways 
still  find  at  the  end  of  each  year  the  net  results 
of  the  year's  work  far  below  what  the  same 
effort  wisely  directed  would  have  brought. 
Acquiring  Business  Methods 
Naturally. 

On  a  poultry  plant  where  the  work  is  carried 
on  systematically,  and  business  methods  and 
principles  applied,  an  apprentice  who  has  any 
ajilitude  at  all  for  the  calling  he  has  chosen, 
naturally  and  unconsciously  acquires  good 
habits  of  working,  and  to  some  extent  of 
planning,  and  if  be  has  any  latent  executive 
ability  is  very  likely  lo  be  able  to  suggest  occa- 
sional improvements.  But  one  working  all 
♦alone  forms  such  baliits,  and  develops  busi- 
ness methoils  for  his  work  and  business  qual- 
iliei  in  himself  only  spasmo<lically  as  now  and 
then  he  meets  with  losses  so  evidently  due  to 
unworkmanlike  or  unbusine>-llke  ways  that 
be  sees  the  need  of  doing  certain  things  dif- 
ferently. 

The  great  reason  why  so  many  people  who 
Lave  Hw-med  very  succes-sful  with  small  flocks 
of  fowls  fail  miserably  when  Ihey  Ijegin  to  try 
to  handle  fowls  enough  to  make  a  living  for 
thr-m.  Is  the  lack  of  business  methods  and 
inability  to  adjust  themselves  and  their  day's 
work  to  the  requirements  of  the  larger  num- 
beri  of  fowls.  I  have  in  mind  the  case  of  a 
man  who  some  years  ago  with  a  few  f<iw|s 
v/At  able  lo  make  quite  a  remarkable  showing 
in  profit  per  hen.  His  slock  grew  and 
inrrea-ed.  He  etpiipped  a  larire  farm,  and  for 
some  years  diil  a  business  running  annually 
Into  four  or  five  thousands.  Ills  was  known 
B«  one  of  the  successful  farm*  of  the  country. 
It  should  l>e  said  that  he  b:i<l  a  fair  Income 
fmm  another  business.  When  I  first  saw  this 
farm  some  five  or  six  years  ago,  I  was  sur- 
prise<l  lo  find  »o  many  things  about  it  con- 
ducted In  unbuslnes«like  ways.  Feed  was 
or-Jen'd  in  quantity  without  «-ver  a  qiit'-tion  of 
.price.   Feed  wu  cooked  ou  an  old  stove  and 


mixed  in  pails  just  as  when  a  few  dozen  hens 
were  kept.  In  a  score  of  other  ways  there 
were  wastes  of  time  and  money.  A  few  years 
later  the  proprietor  lost  bis  salaried  position. 
That  was  the  beginning  of  the  end  of  his  suc- 
cessful poultry  farm. 

One  Illustration. 
In  company  with  a  poultryman  who  had 
come  to  Boston  to  visit  poultry  plants  in  its 
vicinity,  I  once  visited  on  the  same  day  two 
plants  in  adjoining  towns.  At  the  first  they 
had  perhaps  500  hens,  and  were  getting  prac- 
tically no  eggs.  As  I  get  a  good  many  letters 
every  season  from  people  who,  after  giving 
their  statement  of  the  condition  of  their  flock, 
and  telling  just  how  they  treat  it,  expect  me 
to  tell  them  why  they  are  not  getting  eggs,  I 
am  always  on  the  lookout,  when  visiting  poul- 
try plants,  to  discover  the  reason  for  whatever 
condition  as  to  the  egg  yield  happens  to  be 
prevalent  at  that  time.  Discovenog  the  rea- 
sons for  failure  to  lay,  or  for  the  good  egg 
yield  at  a  place  I  see  personally,  I  am  better 
able  to  make  suggestions  to  those  who  write 
for  them. 

On  the  first  place  visited  there  was  — in  the 
opinion  of  the  owner — absolutely  no  reason 
why  his  early  well  developed  pullets  should 
not  have  been  laying  for  two  months.  He  was 
sure  that  he  had  done  all  in  his  power  to  bring 
about  that  result.  But  before  we  left  his 
farm  we  discovered  the  reason  he  was  not 
getting  eggs.  Explaining  why  it  was  that  a 
number  of  things  about  the  place  were  not  in 
as  good  condition  as  they  should  be,  he  told  a 
hard  luck  story,  going  back  over  several 
weeks  of  how  through  absences  from  home, 
and  failure  to  get  help,  these  things  had 
been  neglected.  He  seemed  to  regard  these 
absences  and  several  tasks  which  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  poultry,  but  were  given  pre- 
cedence to  the  neglect  of  the  fowls  as  legiti- 
mate excuses  for  conditions  which  he  felt  the 
need  of  making  some  sort  of  apology  for. 
But  there  was  no  one  of  these  things  which 
ought  not  to  have  been  let  go  rather  than  that 
the  hens  upon  which  he  ought  lo  depend  for 
his  legular  income  should  be  neglected.  It 
was  a  case  of  allowing  the  less  important 
matters  to  have  the  call  over  the  more  import- 
ant ones — of  saving  at  the  spigot  while  wast- 
ing at  the  biiiig. 

Want  of  Thorough  Attention  to 
Business. 

One  of  the  most  essential  qualities  in  any 
business  man  Is  to  have  the  disposition  not  to 
allow  either  recreation  or  matters  foreign  to 
his  proper  business  to  take  time,  thought,  or 
strength  which  could  more  profitably  be  given 
to  the  main  business.  I  h.ave  little  doubt  that 
in  many  instances  of  reported  poor  laying, 
bad  luck  in  hatching,  and  poor  success  In 
growing  chicks,  we  should  find,  if  we  could 
get  at  the  facts  in  the  case,  that  the  failures 
are  easily  explained  by  a  Lack  of  careful  and 
thorough  attention  to  business. 

Absolute  thoroughness  is  of  course  almost 
impossible.  As  the  commonly  quoted  saying 
runs:  "Labor  with  what  zeal  we  will  some- 
thing still  remains  undone."  Good  business 
judgment  in  such  matters  then,  is,  in  practice, 
the  faculty  or  quality  which  enables  one  lo 
manage  to  do  the  most  e.«sential  and  most 
important  things,  and  when  something  must 
be  left  undone,  let  those  somethings  be  things 
which  will  least  affect  the  general  result. 
But,  I  am  forgetting  to  tell  you  about  the 
other  poultryman  visited  the  same  day  as  one 
whose  misfortunes  and  delinquencies  have 
just  l>een  discussed.  lie  bad  a  larger  slock  of 
hens  than  the  first  one,  and  bad  as  much  other 
farm  work  to  do,  and  be  did  all  his  work 
alone.  We  found  him  in  a  very  comfortable 
frame  of  mind,  however,  for  his  hens  were 
netting  him  several  dollars  a  day,  and  had 
been  for  some  time. 

There  arc  a  good  many  things  about  this 
man's  poultry  keeping  which  I  think  might 
l»e  slightly  altered  to  his  advantage  and  profit, 
but  these  are  minor  matters.  He  makes  few 
mistakes  in  the  really  essential  things,  and 
nothing  is  ever  allowed  to  prevent  his  bens 
getting  the  attention  Ihey  do  get  at  the  usual 
hours  each  day. 

A  few  years  ago  1  bad  a  letter  from  a  friend 
who  bad  been  visiting  a  number  of  large  eag 
farms  not  very  far  from  Boston.  I  cannot 
quote  his  exact  words  now,  but  lie  wrote  to 
tbia  effect:  "i  have  been  surprised  to  see 


how  many  things  these  people  do  wrong,  and 
yet  make  the  business  pay  them  better  than 
most  people  I  know  who  conduct  their  busi- 
ness on  what  we  call  the  right  lines,  and  who 
in  many  ways  are  really  a  great  deal  better 
ponltrymen  than  the--e  farmers." 

The  Essential  Details. 
The  trouble  with  a  great  many  of  our  so 
called  up  to  date  ponltrymen  is  that  they  put 
entirely  too  much  time  on  details  of  the  busi- 
ness which  are  not  really  essential.  There  are 
details  enough  that  are  absolutely  essential 
without  introducing  others  that  might  quite 
as  well  be  omitted.  If  one  can  put  in  all  the 
details,  well  and  good,  but  if  work  has  to  be 
slurred  over  somewhere  let  it  be  in  matters 
that  will  not  much  affect  the  general  results. 

I  suppose  having  laid  down  such  a  proposi- 
tion as  that  it  would  be  satisfactory  to  the 
members  of  this  class  to  pass  on  without 
making  some  statement  of  what  things  are, 
and  what  are  not  essential. 

To  begin  with  the  chicks.  The  first  essen- 
tial is  healthy  parentage.  Xext,  that  they 
shall  be  hatched  right— shall  come  into  the 
world  in  normal  condition.  Then  that  they 
shall  have  abundance  of  food  (in  limited 
variety)  and  drink,  plenty  of  fresh  air  and  of 
jrround  room,  and  opportunity  to  keep  warm 
and  dry.  In  this  list  I  think  we  have  about 
all  that  is  absolutely  essential.  The  kind  of 
incubator,  the  method  of  setting  the  hens,  the 
particular  formula  for  feeding,  the  style  and 
location  of  the  coop,  and  numerous  other 
matters  related  often  in  minute  detail,  are  all 
of  inferior  importance. 

Then  with  the  laying  stock.  The  particular 
style  of  the  house,  the  exact  amount  of  room 
per  fowl,  the  proportions  of  the  ration,  the 
number  of  limes  il  is  fed  daily,  the  location  of 
the  roosts,  the  style  and  dimensions  of  the 
nests,  etc.,  are  all  things  of  lesser  importance. 
What  is  really  essential  is  that  the  hens  shall 
get  enough  to  eat,  get  it  regularly,  and  be 
kept  fairly  clean  and  comfortable.  To  go  into 
full  explanation  of  the  way  to  accomplish 
these  things  is  not  possible  here,  but  any 
intelligent  man  or  woman  who  gets  a  right 
appreciation  of  the  things  that  are  really 
essential  ought  to  be  able  gradually  to  elimi- 
nate non-essentials  from  his  or  her  work. 

Calculations— Before  and  After 
Beginning. 

Let  us  take  up  another  matter.  We  all 
know  that  in  every  line  of  business  there  are 
many  people  who,  while  knowing  practically 
all  about  the  business,  can  never  manage  a 
business  either  for  themselves  or  for  others 
because  of  their  inability  to  limit  operations 
to  the  means,  financial  and  other,  available  for 
carrying  them  out.  In  a  dozen  ways  they  to 
use  the  common  expressive  phrase,  "bite  off 
more  than  they  can  chew."  They  do  this 
either  from  lack  of  business  foresight,  or 
through  an  error  of  judgment.  When  it 
happens  only  occasionally,  and  is  not  repeated 
twice  in  the  same  way,  we  may  call  it  an  error 
of  judgment,  but  when  people  are  continu- 
ously making  such  errors  the  sooner  they 
themselves  recognize  their  deficiencies  in  busi- 
ness quality,  the  belter  for  them  and  for  all 
who  do  business  with  them. 

Considering  what  a  reputation  poullrymeu 
have  for  making  calculations  it  may  seem 
paradoxical  to  affirm  that  ponltrymen  gen- 
erally give  too  little  thought  and  time  to  such 
calculations  pertinent  to  their  business  as  it  is 
customary  for  business  men  in  most  other 
lines  to  make —  and  to  make  frequently.  The 
paradox,  however,  is  only  seeming,  for  the 
calculations  which  give  so  many  poultryiuen 
the  reputation  for  doing  wonderful  things  — 
on  paper—  are  merely  estimates  based  upon 
as>umed  figures,  and  these  are  generally  so 
wide  of  the  figures  representing  actual  oper- 
ations for  the  first  few  years,  that  It  is  only 
here  and  there  you  find  a  poultryman  who  has 
the  nerve  to  balance  the  accounts  of  his  first 
few  years'  operations,  find  out  just  exactly 
where  he  stands,  where  he  should  retrench, 
and  where  be  could  spend  money  more  f  l  eely 
Wjtb  fair  prospect  of  getting  it  back  quickly 
in  increased  profits. 

While  perhaps  a  majority  of  poultrynien  are 
negligent  in  the  keeping  of  .accounts,  and  fail 
to  make  proper  use  of  their  accounts  in  plan- 
ning for  and  managing  their  business,  we  find 
here  and  there  one  who  carries  his  .account 
keeping  to  almost  ridiculous  extremes.  What 


is  needed  is  a  more  general  eflort  to  strike  the 
happy  medium  between  the  two  positions. 
When  this  takes  place  there  will  be  less  occa- 
sion than  there  is  today  for  such  a  remark  as 
a  good  business  man  who  has  frequent  deal- 
ings with  ponltrymen  made  to  me  not  long 
since.  Said  he:  "The  worst  thing  I  have 
against  the  poultry  business  is  that  I  find  so 
few  poultrymen  who  can  pay  a  bill  promptly ; 
even  those  who  are  perfectly  good  are  nearly 
always  away  behind." 

Fanciers  as  Business  Men. 

It  is  in  the  fancy  poultry  business,  however, 
or  to  speak  more  exactly,  among  those  who 
do  business  in  eggs  for  hatching  and  stock  for 
exhibition  and  breeding  purposes,  that  a  good 
development  of  business  qualities  is  most 
important,  and  also  most  rare.  Though  there 
is  much  reason  to  think  that  conditions  are 
improving,  it  is  still  true  that  there  is  endless 
friction  between  buyers  and  sellers  simjily 
because  neither  party  to  a  transaction  makes 
sufficient  effort  to  have  it  done  in  a  business- 
like way. 

It  would  seem  to  be  a  truism  that  to  sell 
goods  satisfactorily  one  must  know  values, 
yet  how  few  comparatively  of  those  who  are 
selling  fine  poultry  know  the  values  of  the 
birds  they  sell.  I  heard  of  an  instance  the 
other  day  of  a  breeder  who  was  so  dissatisfied 
with  chicks  produced  from  sittings  of  eggs 
bought  from  a  nearb\-  breeder  of  highegt 
reputation  as  a  breeder  and  exhibitor  of  a 
certain  variety ,  and  complained  so  vigorously 
to  the  man  from  whom  he  purchased  the  eggs 
that  the  latter  asked  :  "What  will  you  take 
for  what  chicks  you  have?"  The  kicker 
offered  to  sell  them,  then  a  little  over  half 
grown,  at  their  market  value  per  pound.  His 
offer  was  taken,  and  out  of  that  very  lot  of 
chicks  the  breeder  who  bought  them  sold 
within  a  few  weeks  one  cockerel  for  §100. 
Fanciers  Must  be  Judges  of  3irds  and 
Their  Values. 
The  fancier  who  wants  to  make  a  success  oi 
his  business,  or  if  his  interest  is  on  so  small  a 
scale  as  not  to  merit  the  term  business,  a  finan- 
cial success  of  his  fancy — needs  to  have  such  a 
knowledge  of  quality  and  value  in  birds  he 
breeds  that  he  will  know  when  he  is  getting 
what  he  pays  for  when  he  buys,  will  give  the 
customer  who  depends  upon  his  judgment  and 
integrity  full  value  when  he  sells,  and  will  be 
able  to  refuse  offers  which,  though  liberal,  are 
below  the  full  value  of  the  birds,  when  such 
offers  are  made  for  his  fiuest  specimens. 

The  fancier  also  needs  to  have  business 
judgment  on  the  mailer  of  holding  birds  of 
moderate  quality  for  the  moderate  prices  they 
will  bring,  and  some  business  foresight  in 
forecasting  the  probable  demands  for  stock 
and  eggs.  Good  business  foresight  as  to  prob- 
able demands  for  slock  and  eggs  depends  In 
large  part  on  a  general  knowledge  of  con- 
ditions of  the  poultry  trade  in  the  present,  and 
familiarity  with  its  fluctuations  in  the  past. 
Conditions  are  continuously  changing,  yet 
history  in  the  poultry  trade,  as  elsewhere,  Is 
constantly  repealing  itself. 
Taste  and  Judgment  Sometimes 
Conflict. 

A  great  many  people  find  it  the  easiest 
thing  in  the  world  to  build  large  expeclatious 
on  booms  in  breeds  of  poultry  which  anyone 
of  exi)erienced  judgment  knows  can  have  only 
a  limited  and  transient  popularity.  Even 
when  they  are  forced  to  admit  as  possible  an 
early  falling  off  in  the  demand  for  a  cerlain 
breed,  those  who  have  gone  into  it  are  given  to 
looking  wise  and  intimating  that  they  got  in 
in  lime  and  will  get  out  in  time.  One  occa- 
sionally may  do  this,  but  where  we  find  one 
such  we  find  ten  who  have  clung  too  tena- 
ciously to  their  breed  when  its  popularity  was 
on  the  wane,  and  so  have  lost  all  they  made 
while  business  in  it  was  brisk. 

Relation  of  the  Poultry  Business  to 

General  Business. 

General  business  conditions  must  also  be 
taken  into  consideration  iu  forecasting  the 
probable  demands  for  fine  poultry  and  eggs. 
When  prices  of  grain  went  so  high  a  year  and 
a  half  ago,  it  was  evident  —  or  ought  to  have 
been  to  any  intelligent  breeder— that  sales  of 
poultry— especially  of  the  medium  and  inferior 
gra<les,  would  be  much  less  than  usual,  anr* 
that  if  high  prices  continued— as  there  wat 
every  reason  lo  suppose  they  would  —  Ibe 
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following  spring,  sales  of  eggs  wouUl  be  much 
less  thau  usual.  Many  poultrymen  foresaw 
such  conditions  anfl  reduced  their  stocks  and 
made  their  pians  accordingly,  but  there  were 
many  others — and  among  them  some  generally 
accounted  very  shrewd  and  successful  who 
did  not  do  so  —  and  some  of  them  suffered 
heavy  losses  itM;onsequence. 

In  no  one  way  does  good  business  judgment 
show  more  conspicuously  than  in  ability  to 
recognize  the  inevitableness  of  a  loss  which  is 
past  remedying,  and  the  disposition  to  accept 
the  loss  —  clear  up  the  transaction  and  begin 
all  over  again. 

I  could  talk  to  you  for  an  hour  on  this  sub- 
ject alone,  telling  how  people  go  ou  —  and  on 
adding  to  losses  —  in  the  vain  hope  that  in  the 
end  the  loss  will  be  reversed  and  turned  into  a 
profit.  They  do  this  in  scores  of  ways  —  in 
large  things  and  in  little.  They  try  to  keep 
poultry  under  impossible  conditions.  They 
try  to  grow  chicks  that  came  into  the  world 
almost  without  the  power- to  grow  into  satis- 
factory specimens.  They  breed  from  birds 
which  are  worthless  as  breeders.  It  would 
be  interesting  to  dilate  upon  all  these  points, 
but  there  is  not  time  to  do  .so. 
Unbusinesslike    Ways  Inexcusable. 

In  conclusion  I  want  to  say  a  few  words  in 
a  most  general  way  about  the  application  of 


business  qualities  and  methods  in  poultry 
keeping.  Though  conditions  improve  there  is 
probably  no  other  business  involving  in  the 
aggregate  so  large  an  amount  of  money  in 
which  so  much  of  the  business  is  done  in 
unbusinesslike  ways.  The  reason  for  this  is  I 
think  to  be  found  In  the  newness  of  the  poul- 
try business  as  compared  with  the  others,  and 
in  the  other  fact  that  so  much  of  it  is  done 
partly  by  way  of  recreation. 

These  reasons  furnish  excuses  for  the  gen- 
eral condition,  but  the  individual  poultryman 
who  wants  to  get  the  most  possible  out  of  his 
business  must  not  make  such  excuses  a  cover 
for  his  business  shortcomings.  As  more  and 
more  of  those  who  go  into  the  business  in  an 
amateurish  way  develop  a  good  business  con- 
ducted on  business  lines  the  day  when  unbusi- 
nesslike amateurs  give  tone  to  the  business 
aspect  of  the  whole  industry  will  pass  away. 
The  lines  between  amateurs  and  professionals 
will  be  more  sharply  drawn;  the  amateur 
will  be  more  of  an  amateur,  and  the  profes- 
sional more  of  a  business  man,  and  in  the 
keen  competition  of  those  days  the  business 
man  who  lacks  business  quality  is  bound  to  be 
left  in  the  rear.  So  I  urge  those  of  you  who 
want  to  make  a  living  from  poultry  to  try  to 
make  yourselves  good  business  men  as  well  as 
good  poultrymen. 


THE  BROILER  BUSINESS. 

Twenty  Years  Ago,  And  Now. 

[Continued  from  Jan.  1  issue]. 


tHE    nONEERS    in  the 
broiler  business  in  Ham- 
monton     realized  big 
prices  for  their  goods. 
As  high  as  eighty  cents 
per  pound  was  paid  for 
plump  broilers  at  one 
and  a  half  pounds  each.   No  such  prices  are 
realized  today. 
The  broiler  in  those  days  was  "fit  only  for 


a  king."  That  is,  it  was  a  luxury  which  only 
the  rich  could  enjoy.  Today  broilers  are  in 
the  reach  of  all  who  want  them. 

The  demand  the  past  year  has  been  some- 
what greater  than  the  supply,  and  in  conse- 
quence prices  ruled  better  this  year  than  they 
did  for  several  years  back.  There  is  a  reason 
for  it:  exclusive  broiler  plants  have  seen 
their  day,  and  those  who  have  combined  egg 
farming  with  broiler  raising  have  met  such 
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good  prices  for  eggs  that  they  limited  their 
output  of  broilers. 

But  never  again,  we  believe,  will  the  broiler 
prices  reach  the  top  notch  enjoyed  twenty  or 
more  years  ago. 

But  are  the  poultrymen  any  worse  ott"?  Jso. 
With  the  improved  faciliiies  we  have  at 
present,  as  much,  if  not  more,  money  can  be 
made  with  the  crop  today  than  was  possible  a 
score  of  years  ago. 

At  that  time  incubators  were  indeed  iu  a 
crude  state.  They  were  large  boxes,  with 
galvanized  iron  tanks  in  them  which  were  kept 
full  of  hot  water.  Each  day  a  certain  amount 
of  water  was  dniwn  off,  and  a  certain  amount 
of  hoi,  boiling  water  added  to  keep  \ip  the 
temperature.  A  drawer  contained  the  eggs, 
anil  in  order  to  ascertain  the  temperature, 
this  had  to  be  frequently  pulled  out.  The 
consequences  were  that  the  eggs  were  very 
often  chilled,  and  the  temperature  of  the 
machines  greatly  reduced.  Ventilation  was 
very  poorly  furnished.  In  fact,  there  was 
practically  none.  In  some  machines  some 
pipes  led  to  the  floor,  which  served  the  pur- 
pose to  a  limited  extent.  Moisture  was  given 
by  welting  a  number  of  sponges  and  plac- 
ing them  at  difl'erent  sections  of  the  drawer. 
Sometimes  the  chicks  hatched  on  time,  but 
more  limes  they  came  out  a  week  overtime. 
The  result  was  that  they  were  weak. 

But  that  was  not  all.  The  brooders  in 
those  days  were  as  crude,  if  not  more  so,  than 
the  incubators.  They  were  nothing  more  or 
less  than  boxes  with  floors  kept  warm  by  the 
heat  of  a  lamp. 

Poorly  hatched  and  poorly  brooded  chicks 
furnished  good  grounds  for  the  belief  that 
artificially  hatched  chickens  were  not  as 
strong  and  vigorous  as  those  brought  out 
under  the  hen.   And  they  were  not. 

But  matters  liave  greatly  changed  of  late 
years.  We  have  incubators  and  brooders 
that  are  reliable,  safe  and  practical.  Some 
years  there  were  a  number  of  poorly  con- 
structed makes  upon  the  market,  in  fact, 
machines  that  did  the  cause  more  harm  than 
good,  but  the  advent  of  improved  machinery 
— invented  and  built  by  practical  poultrymen 
— have  crowded  to  the  wall  inferior  makes. 
We,  too,  have  belter  brooders  and  brooding 
systems  now  than  we  had  a  half  dozen  years 
ago,  but  there  still  is  room  for  considerable 
improvement  in  this  direction. 

With  this  improvement  of  the  machinery, 
with  a  better  knowledge  of  what  to  feed,  and 
how  to  feed  it,  and  with  a  better  system  of 
marketing,  it  costs  a  third,  if  not  a  half,  less 
to  raise  a  broiler  now  than  what  it  did  in  the 
days  when  eighty  cents  a  pound  was  realized. 
The  liatches  are  belter  because  of  our 
improved  facilities,  and  the  mortality  is  less 
for  the  reason  that  we  better  understand  the 
needs  of  the  little  chick  from  the  lime  it 
leaves  the  shell  until  it  falls  a  prey  to  the 
man  who  prepares  it  for  market. 

Hence,  at  forty  cents  a  pound  our  poultry- 
men  today  are  realizing  as  much  profit  as  they 
did  iu  the  days  of  double  the  amount.  We 
would  like  to  go  a  little  into  the  details  of 
feeding  and  caring  for  these  little  chicks, 
comparing  our  present  system  with  that  iu 
vogue  twenty  years  ago,  but  space  forbids. 
We  will  have  to  reserve  that  for  a  future 
issue. 

But  in  passing,  we  would  like  to  call 
allentiou  to  the  fact  that  with  our  improved 
machinery  there  is  to  be  applied  a  liberal 
amount  of  good  common  sense.  Incubators 
and  brooders  do  not  possess  brains.  Direc- 
tions as  given  by  manufaclurers  are  only  gen- 
eral— they  cannot  be  exclusively  relied  upon. 
What  might  fit  one  section  of  the  country,  or 
one  condition,  would  be  out  of  jilace  in 
another.  The  idea  is  to  follow  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  manufacturer  as  closely  as  pos- 
sible, and  graduallv  make  changes  as  fit  your 
particular  case.  To  do  this  intelligently 
requires  brains.  See  that  the  operator  has  a 
supply  of  them. 

In  brief : 

There  is  less  labor  attached  to  the  raising  of 
broilers  today  than  there  was  twenty  years 
ago. 

The  chicks  are  stronger  from  the  fact  that 
the  incubators  of  today  are  more  like  the 
methods  of  the  hen. 

Our  brooding  system  gives  us  a  less  nior- 
talitv  than  was  the  case  years  ago. 

Oiir  system  of  feeding  is  more  conducive  to 
growth' of  bone,  muscle  and  fat,  and  keeps 
our  stock  In  a  more  healthy  condition. 

Our  methods  generally,  and  our  manner  of 
housing  are  all"  so  much  improved  that  at 
forty  cents  a  pound  the  broiler  raiser  makes 
as  niuch  profit  today  as  he  did  when  prices 
were  eightv  cents  a  pound. 

Michael  K.  Boyer. 


500  Yearling  White  Wyandottes 
500  Yearling  Wliite  Ply.  Rocks 


are  waiting  your  orders. 
"We  will  sell  them  low 
if  you  want  them  now. 

Pollard's  Poultry  Farm, 

Atlleboro,  Mass. 


PARK'S  PEDIGREE  BRED 

li.  I.  IiE13S 

JUNE  AND  JULY  are  the  months 
to  Hatch 

PEIZE  IVLSmG  REDS. 

Our  1st  Boston  pullet  ■n  inning  color  special,  ard 
S-5'i  Club  cup  for  best  female  Red  iu  tUe  show  was 
liulclied  .June  *23,  '02. 

Xo  ifcdiictlou  iu  prices,  but  quality  is  sure  lobe 
superior  to  earlier  liatches. 

Trices  for  either  Rose  or  Sin;rle  Comb  $2  for  15; 
S-'i  tor  4-5  :  SIO  for  ICO.  Incubator' eggs  S«  per  liO. 

Prize  mating  of  only  four  females  iu  each  pen 
$5  per  15. 

P.  K.  PAK^;,  Reading,  Mass. 

Circular.  Formerly  of  Melhuen. 


This 
Lightning 


Lice  Killing  Machine 

tills  all  lice  and  mites.  Ko  injurr  to 
birds  or  feathers.  Handles  any  fowL 
smallest  chick  to  larsest  g-obbler. 

Made  m  three  siies  Pavs  for  itself  first  eeaacn. 
AI=o  L\jhtning  Lice  Killing  Aicder,  Poultry 
Lttf.Zici  ilurdsr,ete.  'We  Secure  speci*!  low 
crpreK  rate;.    CataJo;  mailed  free.  Write  lor  it 

CHAEXZS  SCHTLD,  Ionia*' Mich. 


n  PKIZE8  AT4  SHOWS. 

BARGAINS  IN  BREEDERS 

To  make  room  for  1SCH3  growing  chicks.  Free  illus- 
trated circular. 

URISKO  FARM,  BoxL.  Addison,  Me. 


LITTLE  CHICKS 


Is  the  title  of  a  new  book  wliicli  tells  how  to 
successfully  batch  and  raise  little  chicks.  The 
only  book  published  on  tin's  subject.  Over  W) 
pages.  I'rice  5t' cents  postpaid.  Descriptive  cir- 
cular free.   Asrents  wanted. 

EXCELSIOR  WIRE  AND  POULTRY  SUPPLY  CO., 

Dep't  I.  atj-L'S  Vesev  St..  >"ew  York  City. 
W".  V.  KL  Ss.  Prop. 


MINORCAS. 

Single  Comb  Black  Minorcas.  bred  13  years.  Choice 
birds  tbat  will  improve  your  flock  in  utility  quali- 
ties, and  standard  show  room  poiuis.    Eggs  for 
liatchinsr.  Stamp  for  catalogue. 
Also  While  Wyandoiies  aud  Pearl  Guineas. 

Mrs.  GEO.  E.  3IOXKOE, 

Box  A,  Drydeu,  N.  Y, 

"Winners  at 

BOSTON,  >'EW  TOKK,  PAX-AMEKICAX, 
ATtA?HTIC  CITY  and  ^fETTAKK,  X.  J, 


ARROW  BRAND  Reat«ing 

can  be  ver^"  ad- 
vantageously 
applied  on 
^  Silos,  Farm 
•I  Buildings  or 
Sheds  by  any 
handy  man. 

ASPHALT  READY  ROOFl.NQ  CO.  Send  for  free 
^0  Pine   Street,  New  York.  samples. 


213  EGG  STRAIN 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

Prize  wiiiuors  and  heavy  layers  combiued.  AVe  are 
now  ready  to  sell  2<Xt  of  our  breeding  ^lock,  males  and 
fema'es  in  lots  to  suit. 

Send  your  address  for  catalogue,  etc. 

F,  P.  PrJLSIFEK  &  CO.,  Natick,  Mass. 


YOUNG  CHICKS, 

.Just  hatched  fiom 
Buff  and  Barred 

Plymouth  Kocks 
and 

S.  C.  White  teghorns 

from  s*  lo  I.'h'.  apiice.  Di>- 
I:iiM-t-  no  objection.  .Send 
f<.;  rircnl:ir. 

JOS.  D.  WIL.SOX, 
Stockton,  2».  J. 


The  snperior  quaiity  of  the 

Light  and  Dark  Brahma  Bantams 

And  -n-HITK  W^AXDOTTK-. 


Is  well  known  as  i-.o-t  !  ']  ;u  il 
booklet  free.  . 
D.  LIXCOLX  OKlt,  Orr  : 
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BARRED  ROCK  COLOR. 


What  Breeders  and  Judges  Think  of  the  Proposed 
New  Description  of  Standard  Color. 


[Conuiiut^i  from  •Tunt*  lolh  Xtiniberj. 


The  Standard  by    Which  the  Breed 

Was  Developed  is  Good  Enough. 

Editor  t"AKM-r< "IT-TRY: — I  cannot  >uy  that 
I  believe  the  proposed  StanJard  will  make  any 
change  in  the  color  of  the  Barred  Plvmoutb 
Rock.  I  believe  that  the  opinion  of  the  bei-t 
breeder*  will  prevail  as  il  has  in  the  past,  and 
that  any  effort  on  the  part  of  any  men  or  twxly 
of  men,  other  Ihan  the  best  breeders  of  the 
land,  to  change  or  alter  the  be*t  opinions  on 
Ibis  subject  will  be  as  so  much  w:isted  ammu- 
nition. 

I  am  sorry  for  this  committee  that  spent  so 
much  time,  valuable  to  its  members  individu- 
ally, and  to  the  association 
itself,  in  drawing  up  a  para- 
graph which  is  at  best  bung- 
ling, indefinite,  and  mysteri- 
ous. If  there  is  anyone  that 
understands  this  paragraph 
as  proposed,  it  is  certainiy  a 
meml^er  of  the  committee  that 
drew  it,  and  not  an  outsiiier. 
As  a  sample  of  the  mysteri- 
ous, take  the  words.  "  shaded 
black."'  Who  outside  of  the 
committee  has  any  idea  of  the 
significance  of  the  woril, 
"shaded "Shaded  black" 
sounds  nice  and  poetical,  and 
possibly  reminds  us  of 
"shades  of  night:"  even  sug- 
gest the  German  phrase, 
"  scbaded  nichts,''  which 
phrase  just  about  expresses 
the  influence  that  this  pro- 
posed paragraph  will  have 
upon  the  Barred  Plymouth 
Rocks  of  the  future.  ShmUd 
black  at  the  beginning  sets 
us  all  guessing  from  the  start. 

Then  the   phrase,   "  li.  ht 
bluish   gray."     This  is  not 
bad,  but  it  is  not  as  gooil 
as  grayish  white,  and  if  in- 
terpreted   by  the  judges,  it 
would  not  give  us  the  chance 
to  nnil  the  contrast  in  colors 
that  we  do.    The  fact  is,  you  cannot  put 
much  of  the  bluish  shade  into  the  light  bar 
without  making  a  smoky   bird.  Grayish 
white  for  a  ground  color  crossed  by  a  bliio 
black,  I  as  nearly  as  it  can  be  expressed  ), 
gives  us  the  sharp,  sna|ipy,  showy  birds. 

Bluish  gray  was  a  terra  put  Into  the  1${*S 
Standard  as  a  result  of  a  very  impassioned 
appeal  from  Mr.  I.  K.  Felch,  though  tlie 
Barred  Plymouth  Rock  lirecders  at  the  meet- 
ing voted  against  it.  In  my  experience  the 
same  Mr.  Felch  demands  a  grayish  ground 
color  clear  up  to  the  breeders'  limit.  While 


his  heart  seems  to  fondle  and  diddle  the  word 
blue,  his  eye  invariably  selects  a  bini  that  is 
gray — terribly  gray. 

Verily,  they  have  things  down  fine  when 
they  can  demand  that  the  light  and  dark  bar 
be  of  equal  width.  This  one  requirement,  if 
it  were  possible  to  exactly  meet  it,  would 
result  in  a  bird  so  artificial  in  appearance  that 
all  lieauty  would  be  lost.  It  is  a  requirement 
that  will  answer  very  well  in  some  sections  of 
the  bird,  but  will  look  odd  enough  in  others. 
It  will  certainly  be  difiicuit  to  find  a  male  that 
answers  this  requirement  in  hackle  and  saddle, 
and  still  answers  the  last  requirement  of  the 
paragraph,  giving  that  bluish  effect.    I  can 
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INI>IVII)r.\I,    BKOODKR  HOISK. 
Oil  flam  of  F.  I'.  I'lilsifer  ,V  t;<>..  Xatick,  Mass. 


hardly  believe  that  the  committee  looked  ail  the 
ground  over  when  they  adopted  that  clause. 

The  committee  is  to  be  commended  upon 
their  thoughtfulness  in  expressly  ruling  out 
any  tinge  of  brown  or  purple,  in  so  many 
words.  The  query  then  becomes,  why  did 
they  not  rule  out  as  expressly  the  green  tinge 
on  sheen  that  is  more  often  met  with,  and  is  a 
less  positive  Mack  than  a  purple  black,  but 
just  as  objectionable?  The  greenish  tinge  is 
the  first  foreign  shade  to  appear  when  the 
black  bar  is  bred  too  intense,  but  has  never 
Iteen  tolerated,  and  never  will  be.  The  short 
two  worded  phrase,  hlut  black,  has 
been  sufficient  to  rule  out  all  three 
objections  in  the  past,  and  it  would 
seem  that  what  has  been  strong 
enough  and  good  enough  to  hold  for 
nearly  thirty  years,  through  all  the 
uncertainty  of  the  development  stage, 
would  be  goo»l  enough  and  strong 
enough  to  holil  now  that  the  variety 
is  thoroughly  established. 

It  is  pretty  i-lear  that  this  com- 
mittee thought  that  the  ls9»  Stand- 
ard for  color  of  B.  P.  Rocks  was  all 
right,  but  they  seem  to  have  realized 
that  they  bad  been  sent  to  Buffalo 
by  themselves  to  do  something  for 
themselves,  and  therefore  changed 
a  very  nicely  and  smoothly  worded 
paragraph  to  one  very  clumsily  pu'. 
With  the  exception  of  demanding  a 
light  and  dark  bar  of  equal  widlli, 
I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  change  in 
the  spirit  of  the  Standard  l>earing 
upon  this  subject.    Why,  then,  cbang 


the  wording?  There  could  be  no  laudable 
motive  except  to  make  it  clearer  or  more 
concise.  The  committee  has  failed  on  l>oth 
counts. 

It  is,  however,  true  that  they  may  change 
the  wording  .is  often  as  they  like,  the  type  of 
liird  that  will  win  will  be  the  type  that  the 
best  breeders  settle  upon,  irrespective  of 
judges  and  Standard  makers. 

This  is  an  age  of  breeders'  supremacy. 

A.  C.  .Smith. 

Preamwold,  -June  li,  1903. 

Want  the  Proposed  Description  .Tod- 
ified,  and  Some  Features  of  the 
Present  Standard  Retained. 

Editor  Farm-Polxtry:— In  regard  to  the 
Standard  for  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks :  There 
are  two  classes  holding  somewhat  opposing 
ideas  —  the  producer  and  the  critic:  or,  in 
other  words,  the  breeder  and  the  judge. 

The  judge's  task  is  a  very  nervous,  brain 
trying  one,  endeavoring  to  find  the  one-half  or 
one-quarter  point  in  the  one  hundred  which 
will  make  the  difference  io  awards  and  deter- 
mine the  financial  weal  or  woe  of  the  different 
exhibitors.  He  wishes,  therefore,  a  Standard 
which  is  plain  enough  to  be  easily  and 
accurately  applied,  and  this  is  reasonable. 

The  breeder,  on  the  other 
hand,  finds  it  impossible  to 
produce  birds  to  conform  to 
a  n  artificial  rigid  ideal, 
because  nature  does  not 
bring  them  that  w-ay,  so  he 
wishes  a  Standard  which  is 
open  and  broad  enough  to 
take  nature's  product  as  it 
comes  in  the  best  specimens 

■ from  the  most  skillful  mat- 
ings.  This,  too,  is  reasonable. 
But  the  two  classes,  the 
judges  and  the  breeders, 
must  work  together,  because 
each  works  for  the  interest 
of  the  other.  In  order  to 
liarmouize,  each  must  give 
up  something  of  iu  own 
views  that  both  may  :igree. 

Xow  as  to  the  bars  and 
ground    color    being  equal 
width:   This   is   a   step  in 
sdvauce,  and  it  seems  to  u- 
that  it  is  more  applicable  to 
females  than  to  males,  for  the 
reason    that    the    bars  and 
ground   color  being  coarser 
than  in  the  males,  if  they  are 
nearly  the  same  width  they 
appear  to  the  eye  to  be  about 
right,  and  so  will  not  be  cut. 
Xow,  of  course,  a  total  cut  in 
any  very  fine  specimen  of  one. 
half,  three-fourths,  or  one  point  for  light  and 
dark  barring  being  not  quite  equal  width 
would  certainly  throw   out  that  specimen 
from  first  prize,  often  from  second,  and  so 
brand  it  as  inferior. 

In  males  the  dark  bar  is  quite  narrow,  and 
a  very  slightly  greater  width  in  the  light  bar 
is  easily  detected,  and  as  enough  of  this  dif- 
ference occurs  in  some  of  the  very  best  males 
to  make  one-half  point,  or  more,  total  cut,  a 
great  many  high  scoring  males  would  be 
thrown  out,  as  well  as  some  of  the  best 
females. 

In  proof  of  this  we  refer  to  the  cuts  of  some 
of  the  best  modern  winners  which  in  breast 
and  elsewhere  show  a  little  broader  in  the 
ground  color  than  in  the  bar;  also  to  Mr. 
Hewes'  ideal  cut  of  coikerel  in  the  '•Plymouth 
Rock  Book,''  which  shows  in  hackle,  sickle  — 
and  slightly  in  saddle  fe.ather— an  unequal 
width  ;  also  the  cockerel  plate  in  the  beginning 
of  the  same  book,  which  shows  more  or  less 
unequal  width  in  both  birds  —  and  they  most 
certainly  are  beauties  as  they  stand ;  also  to 
the  American  Plymouth  Rock  Club's  i.leals  of 
male  and  female,  which  show  slightly  unequal 
width  in  breast,  shoulders,  and  hackles. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  proposed  require- 
ment of  equal  width,  and  a  dark  tip  to  feather, 
is  so  plain  that  it  would  result  in  great  uni- 
formity of  judging.  The  breeder  could  tell 
which  birds  to  select  for  the  shows,  which 
does  not  always  occur  under  the  present 
Standard.  For  this  an.l  other  reasons  the  pro- 
posed change  would  be  very  desirable,  if  it 
could  be  slightly  modified,  and  we  propose 
ttiis  modification : — 


The  Same  Old  Story 

A  in;  i:"  :nichl::e  alwavs  beats  hand  work 

Tht  Hardie  Whitewashing  Machine 

works  50  much  faster,  forces  the 
liquid  into  every  crack  and  destroys 
germs  and  insects  which  the  brush 
would  pass  over.  The  complete  ma- 
chine, express  prepaid  for  only  $-.=:. 
Sold  under  an  absolute  enarantee. 
Full  particulars  on  application. 

The  Hardie  Spray  Pump  Co.. 
iept.  F  Detroit,  Michigan. 


PEERLESS  STK.4IX 
STA2»DAKD  BRED,  EXHIBITIOX 

S.  C.  WHIT£  LEGHORNS 

Larffe.  vigorous,  extra  layers.  C-  'Cks.S^i  :lieD5.  $l.IiO 
to  Si.Sf'.  Eesrf.  $1  per  15.  Vliicks  ^5  per 'lozen. 
L.  C.  HUNTINGTOX,  Sta.  A.  Omaha,  >"eb. 


RELIABLE 

is  a  w:rd  fzzx  stinds  fcr  the 
best  Incub=tcrs  and  Breeders 
in  the  wcrld.  Each  Y.2S  spedaJ  dis- 

Book  JiTi.  IS.  jcil  cut.  fiviag  ffuaranty  cf 

Kellable  InnibaUir  ud  Bnwder  Co.  , 
Box  ^  169  qolncf,  IlUnoIs. 


BLACK  LANGSHANS 

Dr.  Roiiijison  strain.  1st  cockerel.  1st  and  2d  lien, 
Fi.  Wayne.  Ind.:  Isl  ct>ckerc-I.  Cleveland.  O.  Kgg 
record.  217  per  ^  ear. 

Ejrgi  S-3  sitting:  2  for  8-5. 
K.  C,  KHODE  ISLA^iD  BEDS. 

Anderson  strain. 

S.  C.  TTHITE  I,EGHOKXS, 

Blanohard  strain. 
Egfrs  from  last  2  varieties.  S2  siliinp. 

GEO.  BACHMAX, 
TannerSTille,  Greeue  C'o_  T. 


Burrlncubator 


Y"U  can  ::ei  ilie  best  inoubator 
■11  e.irth.  S6.5(»  np;  ali  tiie  Jaiest 
improvemeut?.  ni>  iiifilit  -vvau-li- 
in^r.  btcanse  \ve  u?e  our  Five-iii.  1. 
Double  Wafer  RLjailator,:50  ibi  - 
irial.  Send  it  bact  if  you  w;( 
'<».  Catalogue  free.  *We  i 
freight. 


iic  KR  IXCrBATORCO.,Box  B, Omaha, >eh 


I  WANT 

To  make  room  ff.r  voung  stock.  will  sell  excep- 
tionally fine  breeding  birds  at  right  prices.  For  Iti 
years  a  breeder  of 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks 

Exclusively.  Tlie  ht-aliby.  vigorous,  prize  winning 
kinti.     My  show  record  and  cusiomrrs'  winning's 
l>rove  that  tht^re   are   noue  beiit-r.    This  is  your 
opportunity.    Satisfaction  guaranteed.    Circu.  fret-. 
J.  W.  KAXDALL,  Canobie  Lake,  X.  H. 


U.  S,  STANDARD 

INCTTBATOR 

Ruilt  RIGHT  SIDE  Ul'. 
Tiie  machine  thai  uses  a  lH»ver 
lilankei.    Has  ten  distiriri 
points  over  allolliers.  Wriie 

for  free  t'atalosne. 
STANDARD  IXCCB.CO., 
Ponca,  Nebraska. 


FIRST  PRIZE 

lias  been  won  repeaiediv  bv  onr 

mm  m  white  boges 


.\t  ijie  world's  largeit  shows,  inclndin?  Bost.  i  . 
i  ri'£-  '  Toronto.  I'iushur;;.  etc.   For  the  EG(; 
TIfc.AUE  "eliave  this  vear  made  special  luatii..- 
containinjr  the  pi.  k  of  our  immense  stock,  and  " 
sell  a  limited  nunit.er  -.f 

Eggs,  $3  per  15;   $5  per  30. 

\  few  grandly  bred  cockerels  ai  fair  prices. 

(CaT-vlogce  free.) 

FISHERS  ISL.4ND  EAKM, 

BoxC.     Fishers  Island,  N.  T. 


LAWN  FENCE 

Many  designs.  Cheap  ae 
wood.  '^2  ]>a,^€  CatalogTid 
free.  Sp*^iil  Prict-st  oC^'mc 
t«rlet.«ndCliarchts.  AddrtaS 
COILED  SPRIXe  FK.VCECa 
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Barred  Plymoulli  Rocks  by  llie  cora- 
iniltee,  ami  thiuk  it  comes  as  near  the 
color  as  it  can  well  tje  (.lescribeJ.  Of 
course  it  is  going  to  take  a  very  strong 
colored  bird  to  be  barred  to  the  skin  in  all 
sections  of  the  bird.  G.  T.  Xash. 

Abington,  Mas?. 


MAMMOTH   PKKIN  DUCK. 

First  at  Cleveland.  December.  1902:  1st  at  Cliicagu, 
.January,  1903. 
W.  K.  Curtiss  &   Co.,  Kansouiville,  >'.  Y. 

"That  in  males  a  very  slight  unequal  width 
in  bar  and  ground,  also  a  slight  lack  of  feather 
tip  in  hackle  and  saddle  should  be  uncut." 

Whether  any  leniency  should  lie  shown  in 
females,  we  leave  for  others  to  decide.  "We 
earnestly  hope,  however,  that  no  Standard 
requirements  will  ever  be  enacted  that  will 
throw  out  from  at  least  a  very  high  pi  ize  those 
beautiful,  finely  liarred.  ring-a-round  speci- 
mens in  both  .sexes,  which  breeders  have  suc- 
ceeded, at  great  cost  of  time  and  labor,  in  pro- 
ducing, and  which  may  fail  slightly  in  the 
width  and  feather  tip  requirements.  To  do 
so  would  upset  the  work  of  years,  and  would 
be  a  crime  both  against  the  breeder  and  the 
breed. 

There  is  another  thing  of  which  we  feel 
certain  : —  That  the  wording  in  the  present 
Standard  of  "  liarring  narrow  and  close," 
should  be  continued.  This  has  been  the 
Standard  requirement  for  years,  and  breeders 
have  striven  and  succeeded  in  producing  these 
beautiful  finely  barred  specimens  which  are  a 
credit  to  themselves  and  a  grace  to  the  exhi- 
bitions. The  Standard,  we  feel  sure,  should 
not  now  be  altered  to  admit  coarse,  broad 
barred  specimens,  with  equally  coar.se  and 
broad  ground  bars,  to  compete  on  an  equality 
with  the  superlatively  beautiful  narrow  and 
close  barred  specimens  which  are  so  uni- 
versally admired.  Also  the  evenness  of  sur- 
face color  from  one  end  of  the  bird  to  the 
other,  which  the  present  Standard  favors, 
should  continue  to  be  required,  if  for  no  other 
reason,  simply  because  it  is  one  of  the  mo^t 
Ijeautiful  characteristics  of  our  best  birds. 

In  general,  we  wish  the  Standard  could  be 
made  right  for  once,  and  then  let  alone  for  six 
or  eight  years,  as  this  continued  change  in 
requirements,  before  it  has  been  possible  to  fix 
permanently  in  the  breed  the  last  change 
made,  is  a  lasting  source  of  annoyance  to  the 
breeder,  Bradlky  Bros, 

Lee,  Mass.,  June  1.5,  1903. 


"  Improvement    Over    Old  Descrip- 
tion," 

In  answer  to  your  leltter  to  me  of  recent 
date  regarding  the  new  description  of  the 
color  of  the  Barred  Plymouth  Rock  by  the 
revision  committee  of  the  A.  P.  A.,  I  can  say 
on  the  whole  I  am  pleased  with  it.  It  is  an 
improvement  over  the  old  description,  "  A 
black  that  stops  short  of  a  positive  or  metallic 
l)lack,  and  absolutely  free  from  any  tinge  of 
brown  or  purple,"  describes  an  ideal  l>ird  far 
better  than  "  blue  black  that  stops  short  of  a 
positive  black," 

Its  contrasting  color,  •'  very  light  bluish 
gray,"is  good  ;  I  think  just  "light  gray"  would 
describe  the  shade  correctly. 

I  believe  this  description  for  color  of  the 
Barred  Plymouth  Rock  will  be  very  satisfac- 
tory to  the  progressive  breeders  thoughout  the 
country.  C.  H.  Latham, 

Lancaster,  Mass. 


"  Comes   as  Near  the  Color  as  It 
Can." 

Editor  Farm-Poi  lthy  :  —  Your  letter  of 
May  2t;th  received.  I  have  looked  through 
the  description  as  recommended  for  color  of 


Bluish  Gray. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  in  regard  to 
Barred  Rock  plumage,  would  say  that  I 
do  not  think  there  should  be  any  positive 
black  in  the  Barred  Rock  color.  Their 
feathers  should  lie  simply  light  bluish 
gray  with  distinct  bars  of  dark  bluish  gray. 

We  have  plenty  of  black  and  white 
fowls,  and  why  change  the  soft  beautiful 
Dominique  color  of  the  Barred  Rock  to 
practically  black  and  white?  I  think  it 
will  be  a  great  mistake,  as  many  stick 
to  the  Barred  Rock  on  account  of  its 
soft,  quiet,  but  beautiful  plumage. 

Miltown,  X.  .7.  W.  H.  Frkv. 


A  iPlace  Well  Won 


1  WATCH 

2  to-day  regulates  the 
world's  time. 

An  illustrated  historv  of  the 
-watch  sent  free  upon  re- 
quest  to 

Elgin  National  Watch  Co., 
Elgin,  III.         ,  : 


Ought    to     Have    Approval  of 
Breeders. 

Editor  Faioi-Povltry  : —  Should  say 
that  the  color  description  for  Barred  V. 
Rocks,  recently  recommended  by  the  A.  P. 
A.,  is  the  best   we  have  had  as  yet.  an  l 


ought  to  meet  the  approval  of  breeder; 
this  Irulv  grand  varietv  of  fowls. 


G,  E,  Fassett. 


Beverlv,  Mass. 


MISS    I>AY'.S   HOMSJIADK    I'OrLTRY  FIXINGS. 

Makeshift  Accommodations  for 

Chicks. 


X  RAISING  a  number 
of  small  chicks  it  is 
absolutely  necessary 
to  provide  a  comfort- 
alile  place  to  rear 
them  successfully.  If 
a  person  has  plenty  of 
money  it  is  best  to  have  a  good  brooder  house 
with  everything  made  convenient.  But  with 
a  small  amount  of  money,  and  a  natural  gift 
for  tinkering,  and  making  the  best  of  things 
on  hand,  one  is  able  to  raise  a  goodly  number 
of  chicks  with  very  simply  made  coops. 

Dry  goods  boxes  make  very  good  coops. 
One  can  make  them  with  a  window  or  not, 
just  as  one  wishes;  it  depends  on  how  you 
want  to  use  them.  I  make  mine  with  a  large 
door,  and  a  screen  door  to  open  inside.  Place 
a  button  at  the  bottom  inside  to  hold  the  screen 
down,  also  have  one  up  high  to  hold  the  door 
up  when  you  wish  to  clean  the  coop.  Made 
in  this  way  the  coop  is  secure  from  all  animals 
at  night;  and  can  be  an  open  coop  for  warm 
weather,  or  a  closed  coop  for  cold  weather. 

The  large  coops  are  6  x  6  ft.  on  the  floor, 
and  peak  of  roof  six  ft.  high.  I  find  these 
small  houses  the  most  convenient  poultry 
fixtures  I  have  on  the  place.  I  tise  them  as 
brooder  houses.  Then  when  the  chicks  are 
large  enough  to  do  without  brooder  it  is  taken 
out,  and  the  flock  has  a  very  roomy  coop  till 
pretty  well  grown.  If  one  hasn't  a  large 
brooder  house  these  small  houses  do  very  well 
for  the  baby  chicks  till  it  is  necessary  to  move 
them  for  new  arrivals.  The  lamp  of  brooder 
usnallv  warms  this  small  house  so  it  is  com- 
fortal>le  for  the  chicks  to  get  out  and  M-rati  li 
on  the  floor,    One  can  divide  the  floor  space 


for  two  or  more  hens  with  broods,  or  use 
them  for  sitting  hens.  In  the  fall  they  make 
a  very  good  place  to  store  all  sorts  of  things 
through  the  winter.  If  kept  painted  and 
raised  from  the  ground,  they  will  last  many 
years. 

My  yards  are  made  in  sections  twelve  ft. 
long;  sides  are  of  one  inch  mesh  wire  screen, 
twelve  inches  wide,  with  the  framing,  makes 
a  yard  eighteen  inches  deep;  the  top  is  made 
in  the  same  way,  only  use  two  inch  mesh  wire, 
and  four  or  five  feet  wide.  Mine  are  five  feet 
wide.  I  find  these  very  handy,  as  one  can 
make  a  yard  of  any  length  or  width  ;  they  are 
easily  taken  apart  to  move,  and  in  winter  take 
up  very  little  room  when  stored  away  in  some 
building.  If  the  frames  are  made  strong,  and 
they  are  under  shelter  when  not  in  use,  yard- 
ing made  in  this  way  will  last  for  years,  and 
is  always  ready  to  put  together  in  a  very  few  ' 
moments.  Ellex  Day. 


of   PLEASANT  ™w  FARM, 
Best  ^Miite  Wyaiidottes. 
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NETTLETOIM'S 

LT.  BRAHMAS 

Have  been  l>re"l  in  line  for  S8  years:  aie  noted  for 
Iar;re  size  am!  correct  markings."  Winners  wherever 
sliown.  At  last  Xew  York  exbihiiion  "on  l&ton 
pen  ,  \1  pens  eonipetins:.  A  few  elioice  birds  to  sell. 
ELTiTs  S^i  per  15.   While  Cocliin  ejr^ts  S6  per  15. 

V.  XKTTT,KTON,  Box  159.  Shelton,  Conu. 


All  \isers  of 
1 II  o  1'  b  a  I  o  r  s 
know  the  val- 
ue to  be  de- 
rived from  tlie 
use  of  a  good 
Co  ni  b  i  nation 
Hygroni  e  ter 
and  Tliermo- 
meier.  Those 
that  "e  make 
are  perfectly 
adjusted,  and  "ill  save  manv  times  their  value  in  a 
few  hatchings.  Wtguarauiee  tiiose  lo  be  all  ihal  we 
claim  for  ihem.  Good,  accii  rate,  and  reli;ible  Gauges 
if  you  u  ill  fi>liow  our  directions.   Price  S3. 

DIXOX-DONEY  XOVJKLTY  MFG.  CO., 

.■>IcKeesport,  Pia. 


DAVIS' 

You  know  ihe  record  of  my  slraiu  of  Blue  Barred 
Plynioutli  liocks  at  Pan-Ameiicau.  I'liiladelphia,  New 
York.  C'liiciiiTo.  Boston,  ami  uuiuerous  other  shows, 
Jly  FIRST  PRIZE  PEN  .4T  BOSTON,  1903, 

was  ackiiuwled^'t-ii  by  all  lo  be  one  of  tlie  best  ever 
shown. 

from  10  ,^rand  matings:  5 
pens  luated  for  exhibition 
ek'l?,  and  '  for  exhibition 
pullets,  the  sanieas  I  use  mv- 
self  and  as  good  as  lliei-e  i?  in  the  comiirA .  rexai-'iless 
of  price.  So  per  13;  S5  per  26;  S7  per  SIO  jier  65;  $15 
per  100.  W.  B.  DATIS. 

Care  of  Merriniack  Nat.  Bank.    Haverliill,  Mass. 


One  at  a  Time. 

Be  content  with  one  advertising  idea  at  a 
time.  You  will  lie  lucky  if  you  have  one  idea 
that  is  really  worth  something,  but  if  you  do 
hai)pen  to  have  two  at  once,  save  the  second 
for  a  while.  It  will  keep,  and,  as  a  matter  of 
advertising  fact,  one  idea  doses  are  all  that 
vour  customer's  constitution  will  stand. 
AVhen  that  has  worked  well,  then  give  him 
pellet  number  two.  If  he  finds  it  agreeable, 
the  notion  that  you  have  other  good  things 
vou  have  not  given  him,  takes  possession  of 
him.  "When  tuat  time  comes  he  is  an  enthu- 
siast in  recommending  your  goods.  "When  be 
wants  something  in  your  line  he  will  not  be 
satisfied  with  something  "just  as  good,"  or  if 
it  i-  his  friend  who  is  in  need,  it  will  he  yours 
lie  tells  him  to  -^nK—Aij  iiKullunil  Adverlis- 


ECCS 


FOUNTAIN  PEN 

ONE  DOLLAR 

-5i*+;- 


I  These  pens  are  of  the  simplest  construc- 
I  tion,  cannot  get  out  of  order,  over-flow  or 
fail  to  write,  as  the  feed  in  this  pen  is  some- 
thing new,  having  a  deep  ink-channel 
thereby  keeping  the  ink  directly  in  con- 
tact with  the  point  of  the  pen.  Always 
wet  and  ready  to  write.  The  holder  is  S 
inches  long  and  f  inches  in  circumference 
i  and  has  a  m  Kt.  GOLD  PEX.  Every 

pen  is  warranted,  and  if  not 
satisfactory  can  be  returned. 

One  Dollar  by  mail. 

I  The  Sutton  Mfg.  Co., 

Thompson  Block, 

I  West  Haven  Station, 

New  Haven,  Conili 
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THE  NOTED  POtTLTKY  HOUSE   BriLT    OF   BARREL  STAGES. 
On  Experiment  Farm,  Kingston,  R.I. 

Heading  Off  Summer  Evils, 


^R^^  DEMOXSTRATOlt  of 
flK^^^^^^M^^  the  capabilities  o  f 
^^^ip^^^Q  ¥•  I  liQuiil  air  began  his 
^B^^^^^g  '^'^'^"'^  ''J  calling  at- 

^KS^^^m^^   tentioti  to  the  fact 
^^SsEr  X^^'''^      that,  although  in  a  n 
'^i^^l^^^i:  was  familiar  with  a 

^'-i-*^^*-"  ■  wide  range  of  pos- 
sible temperature,  he  was  comfortable  in  such 
a  very  narrow  range.  It  we  stop  to  think  of 
it,  we  become  conscious  that  this  range  is  only 
about  from  05  to  75  degrees  without  the  aid  of 
arlilicial  heat.  In  the  case  of  a  fowl,  which 
has  a  jhingling  of  feathers  for  protection,  the 
degree  limit  of  cold  resistance  is  lower,  but 
this  very  fact  makes  the  limit  of  heat  resist- 
ance also  lower.  It  is  then  true  that  the  range 
of  comfort  for  the  fowl,  as  for  man,  is  sur- 
prisingly narrow.  In  winter  we  must  make 
conditions  elastic  enough  to  allow  for  thirty  or 
forty  degrees  of  discomfort  from  cold;  uow 
that  the  hei^f  of  summer  is  on  us  we  must  pre- 
pare to  head  olfthe  heat  discomforts  of  fifteen 
to  seventy  degrees  of  heat,  even  in  the  most 
temperate  of  climates.  For  it  is  probable  that 
CO  degrees  Is  about  the  limit  of  heat  fully 
comfortable  to  the  fowl,  while  in  the  open 
Hunshiue  the  temperature  sometimes  reaches 
135  degrees.  Prol)ably  not  one  in  five  hun- 
dred poultry  keepers  has  looked  at  the  matter 
from  this  point  of  view,  and  therefore  very 
few  apprehend  much  of  what  the  fowls  suf- 
fer, and  the  absolute  necessity  for  ameliorat- 
ing natural  conditions  when  we  insist  on  an 
arlilicial  production  of  eggs. 

\Vc  have  just  had  nearly  a  week  of  record 
breaking  heat— for  May.  Under  its  torments 
the  egg  yield  of  our  own  flock  has  dropped 
almost  25% ,  with  the  best  care  that  we  could 
give.  We  are  on  a  new  place  which  has  very 
little  shade,  and  it  is  too  early  to  furnish  any 
by  means  of  the  tall  corn,  sunflowers,  and 
broail  leaved  sf|uaj.h  vines  which  help  later. 
After  a  good  period  of  laying  It  is  quite  likely 
that  the  birds  were  ready  to  drop  somewhat 
In  yield  for  a  time,  under  fair  conditions;  but 
with  the  handicap  of  the  suffering  caused  by 
heat,  down  went  the  record.  Shade  where 
there  is  a  sweep  of  air;  cool,  fresh  water  in 
plenty ;  loose,  cool  soil  in  which  to  bury  Ihem- 
Bclves;  and  fresh  air  in  jdenty  at  night,  are 
needed  to  bead  ofl"  the  drop  that  is  so  likely  to 
follow  an  extended  hot  spell.  When  man 
Hwelters  ami  faints,  of  drops  senseless  on  the 
Rtreet  from  heat,  shall  be  not  have  the  com- 
mon ^«nse  to  look  to  leshening  the  discomforts 
of  the  heavily  chul  birds  from  which  he 
drmaiids  a  |irolil?  Add  to  the  helps  noted 
above,  the  cooling  effei-t  of  plenty  of  vegetable 
food,  and  the  limit  of  possible  help  Is  about 
reached.  And,  while  It  is  possible,  perhaps 
Usually  <lesir»blc,  as  suggcste<l  last  month  by 
the  editor,  to  run  some  risk  of  not  supplying 
all  the  green  food  desired  by  the  birds  in  sum- 
mer, It  is  wise  not  tn  try  this  during  the  hot 
"spelU"  of  three  to  live  daj  k  of  intensest  heat, 
which  iiccnr  several  times  iluring  the  average 
lummer  season. 
There  is  a  diflference  between  "stupidly 


inactive"  and  "normally  contented"  fowls, 
which  is  partially  a  matter  of  breed,  and  par- 
tially the  result  of  early  conditions.  AVe  have 
found  it  quite  possible  to  get  summer  eggs  in 
good  numljers  and  fairly  regular  supply  till 
the  middle  of  September,  without  hatching  all 
the  year  around,  as  is  the  custom  of  some. 
The  American  breed  which  we  carry,  makes 
every  effort  to  be  freed  from  its  heavy  suits  as 
soon  as  summer  heat  comes,  and  neglects  the 
egg  basket  to  this  end.  Later  in  the  season,  it 
comes  in  to  supply  the  deficiencies  of  the 
others.  The  Jlediterraneans,  on  the  contrary, 
seem  to  take  special  delight  in  laying  through- 
out the  heated  termj  singing,  chattering, 
bluffing  one  another,  playing  in  the  dirt,  and 
behaving  like  a  lot  of  happy  children.  Then, 
later,  they  doti"  their  suits  in  a  hurry,  fling  on 
the  new,  and  then  take  their  rest  for  a  couple 
of  mouths.  A  few  get  caught  shivering,  and 
require  special  care.  The  only  thing  we  do  to 
keep  up  this  regular  laying  is  to  provide 
plenty  of  green  food,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
rations,  and  use  oats  freely  in  place  of  corn. 
The  clover  goes  into  the  mash  the  year 
through.  But  it  is  necessary  to  use  birds 
which  have  not  known  freedom  since  pullet- 
hood,  as  others  are  quite  likely  to  droop,  get 
off  their  feed,  and  become  profitless,  or  die. 
There  is  an  occasional  bird,  used  to  range  in 
early  life,  that  can  never  be  made  "normally 
contented"  in  confinement. 

During  the  hot  spell  just  past,  we  had  an 
excellent  object  lesson  in  the  wisdom —  almost 
the  necessity,  of  treating  the  chicks  much  as 
outlined  in  May  15  issue  for  the  layers,  that 
is,  to  give  them  their  grain  feeds  in  the  cooler 
hours  of  the  day,  and  their  mashes  during  the 
period  of  excessive  heat.  Shade,  and  the 
cooling  touch  of  mother  earth  seemed  to  be 
almost  all  they  asked  or  would  accept  at  mid- 
day. The  soft  feed  which  is  their  daiiy  treat, 
was  somewhat  languorously  accepted,  but 
they  turned  their  faces  in  disgust  from  such 
heavy  feed  as  grain.  The  wisdom  of  letting 
the  broods  out  early  was  also  emphasized 
during  this  time  of  trial.  Hens  cooped  when' 
shade  other  than  the  little  afforded  by  the 
coop  Itself  could  not  be  supplied,  were  let 
loose  to  lead  their  broods  to  the  nearest  shaded 
■wallow.  Had  it  not  been  for  these  bits  of 
painstaking,  I  am  certain  the  growing  flocks 
would  have  gone  backward  for  nearly  a  week. 
And  a  check  like  this  has  an  effect  on  the 
future  as  well,  and  is  to  be  carefully  avoided. 

In  some  localities  it  is  pretty  hard  lines  to 
get  the  green  food  which  helps  head  off  so 
many  summer  ills  for  fowls  in  confinement. 
When  one  has  had  a  place  for  some  years,  and 
there  Is  rooiu  to  grow  the  oats,  rye,  clover, 
rape,  etc.,  that  are  needed,  all  goes  well;  but 
when  none  of  these  are  available,  and  wornout 
or  neglei-leil  land  furnishes  only  weeds  which 
the  birds  refuse,  the  case  is  somewhat  serious. 
Fortunately,  the  fertilizer  which  is  so  plenli- 
ful  in  the  houses,  helps  bring  up  such  soil 
quickly.  Where  the  green  feed  takes  the 
place  of  grain,  it  can  be  bouglit  without  add- 
ing much  to  the  feed  bills,  but  one  feels  ttai 


this  is  not  as  it  should  be.  The  place  ought  i.. 
supply  il,  and  allow  for  so  much  more  pn.fii. 

We  have  found  the  rape  concerning  which 
query  was  lately  made,  a  good  reliance.  It  is 
a  good  friend  to  those  who  move  and  cannot 
plan  much  from  one  year  to  the  next.  One 
year  we  furnished  a  very  large  share  of  the 
green  food  needed  by  115  hens,  from  three 
hedgerows  of  rape,  75  feet  long.  Even  when 
not  to  be  fed  off  by  the  fowls,  I  think  this  plan 
belter  than  sowing  broadcast,  as  it  allows  for 
some  summer  cultivation,  and  thus  keeps  up 
the  supply  of  feed  longer.  It  is  not  so  easy 
for  the  hens  to  handle  as  cabbage,  but  can  be 
had  earlier  than  it  is  easy  to  raise  cabbage. 
We  have  just  sown  a  plot  of  it,  but  I  am  a  bit 
afraid  that  the  young  chicks  now  ranging  on 
it  are  going  to  take  it  rather  younger  than  I 
intended.  They  seem  to  be  taking  the  seed  as 
it  sprouts.  If  they  had  not  been  trained  to 
eat  cabbage,  possibly  they  would  not  have  dis- 
covered it  so  soon. 

Insect  powder  and  lice  machines  have  made 
the  horrors  of  summer  lice  raising  a  little  less ; 
but  the  best  way  to  avoid  or  head  oli"  Ibis 
summer  evil  is  to  get  the  chicks  out  early  and 
raise  them  in  brooders.  Having  raised  them 
both  early  and  late,  both  by  hens  and  brooders, 
for  ten  consecutive  years,  I  feel  that  I  know 
something  whereof  I  speak,  and  I  affirm  that, 
forme,  the  early  chick  brooder  raised,  is  a 
less  trouble  by  more  than  half,  than  his  late 
hatched,  hen  brooded,  lice  infested  brother. 
It  t;ikes  higher  priced  eggs,  and  it  may  take 
more  of  them  to  get  him,  but  wear  and  tear  is 
higher  priced  than  those  who  have  never  been 
invalids  can  realize,  and  this  more  than  off>ets 
the  higher  cost  of  hatching;  while  the  greater 
proportionate  number  of  the  early  brooder 
chicks  raised  counts  still  more  on  this  side  the 
balance.  Counts,  too,  in  the  cold  hard  cash 
which  is  the  only  argument  that  appeals  to 
some  minds.  Myra  V.  2sORYS. 


BRAHMAS  there  have 
been    enough  changes  in 
shape  to  describe  a  Brahma 
and    put  a   Cochin  with 
black  markings  out  of  the 
running.    Why  our  New 
England  b  r  e  e  d  e  rs  will 
insist  upon  a  standard  and  outline  that  does 
not  fit  the  best  birds  they  are  breeding  is  more 
than  I  can  understand.   If  the  Rollins  hen 
that  won  the  past  winter  is  the  correct  shape 
for  this  breed,  and  the  majority  of  breeders 
say  s1j«  is,  then  the  club's  ideal  looks  just 
about  as  much  like  an  ideal  as  a  scarecrow 
does  like  a  crow.    If  we  want  to  build  up, 
then  let  us  set  our  slakes  far  enough  ahead  so 
that  we  have  something  to  work  for.  Mr. 
Sewell,  who  made  the  drawings,  admitted 
that  he  had  seen  better  birds  in  life  than  the 
club's  ideal.   Then  to  ask  us  to  consider  them 
as  ideals  is  an  insult.   The  west  will  insist 
upon  a  Brahma  standard  that  is  progressive, 
and  will  be  satisfied  with  nothing  else."— 
Theo.  Hkwes,  in  Inland  Poultry  Journal. 
What  Mr.  Hewes  intimates  regarding  pro- 


Summer  Saving 

If  you  will  send  and  ask  for  a  free  copy  of 
the  "Preventive  Treatment  of  Poultry  Dis- 
eases," published  by  the  Veterinary  Depart- 
ment of  the  West  Disinfecting  Co.,  Inc.,H. 
Y.,  you  will  receive  a  little  book,  which 
describes  so  accurately  every  disease  that 
threatens  the  poultryman's  profits  In  the  hot 
summer  time,  that  it  will  save  you  many  dol- 
lars before  the  summer  is  over. 

The  book  is  sent  absolutely  free  to  anyone 
who  asks  for  it.  It  describes  the  symptoms 
so  thoroughly  and  plainly  that  it  takes  but  an 
instant  to  recognize  the  disease.  Hot  weather, 
as  every  poullryman  knows,  is  the  time 
when  germ  diseases  wreak  havoc  in  a  flock 
within  a  few  hours.  In  such  cases,  moments 
are  indeed  prccious. 

A  still  bett(  r  way  to  face  the  problem  of 
summer  poultry  diseases  is  to  prevent  them 
by  the  use  of  Chloro-Xaptholeum  Dip.  It 
kills  off  all  parasites  and  lice  In  the  runs  and 
henneries,  makes  the  fowls  comfortable,  and 
it  kills  all  germs  with  which  it  comes  in  con- 
tact. One  gallon  can  costs  $1.50;  freight  pre- 
paid. If  you  cannot  find  the  Chloro-Naptho- 
leura  agent  in  your  county,  write  direct  to  the 
West  Disinfecting  Co.,  E.  59lh  St.,  New 
York. 


Chloro-Naptholeum 


posed  changes  in  Brahma  standards  suggests 
that  it  is  of  considerable  importance  that 
Brahma  breeders  both  east  and  west  should 
lie  informed  at  once  just  what  it  Is  proposed 
to  do  with  the  standard  for  the  breed.  If 
Mr.  Hewes  would  come  down  to  Boston  and 
attend  one  of  the  quiet  meetings  of  the  New 
England  Light  Brahma  Club,  we  have  no 
doubt  that  just  a  gentle  hint  that  he  would 
like  to  have  certain  things  explained  to  him 
would  result  in  offerings  of  more  Information 
than  he  could  conveniently  assimilate,  for 
there  are  some  breeders  in  that  club  who 
know  Light  Brahmas  pretty  thoroughly,  and 
who  knowing  something  of  Mr.  Hewes'  pub- 
lished views  about  the  correct  thing  in  LIglit 
Brahmas  think  that  It  would  be  hard  to  find  a 
man  posing  as  an  authority  on  the  breed  who 
was  more  sadly  in  need  of  Instruction. 

What  Mr.  Hewes  now  says  about  the  Light 
Brahma  standard,  taken  In  connection  with 
what  he  has  in  the  recent  past  said  about 
Liglit  Brahmas,  will  give  the  Impression  In 
New  England  that  differentiation  of  Brahma 
and  Cochin  types  Is  to  be  secured — in  descrip- 


REGRETS  ARE  VAIN, 

Beller  Be  Soie  Ttiao  Sony, 

Take  Pattern  By  Others  Who  Have  Succeeded, 

Are  a  lew  bits  for  you  to  thinli  of  when  ordering  "WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 
One  of  the  most  prominent  breeders  in  the  country  refused  $50  apiece  for  two 
pullets  hatched  from  eggs  I  sold  him.  My  matings  certainly  never  were  better. 
Eggs,  1  sitting  $5 ;  2  sittings  $8  ;  3  sittings  $10  ;  5  sittings  $15  ;  in  lots  of  100, 
$20.  A  large  number  of  choice  breeding  cocks,  cockerels,  hens  and  pullets ; 
singly,  or  will  ma'.e.    2c.  stamp  for  catalogue.    Write  to 

ARTHUR  G.  DUSTON,  ^^3  East  Main  St ,  Marlboro,  Mass. 
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Brahmas. 


»G03 


P  ARM"  ROULTRY 


201 


tion  —  by  making  the  requirement  for  length 
ill  all  sections  of  the  Brahma  where  such 
requiremeut  applies  very  positive  and 
emphatic. 

We  do  not  think  we  are  in  any  danger  of 
misrepresenting  the  general  sentiment  of 
members  of  the  N.  E.  Light  Brahma  Club 
when  we  say  that  they  would  object  to  undue 
emphasis  on  length— or  apparent  length — of 
neck,  back,  body,  thigh,  and  shank,  because 
in  their  view  the  tendency  would  be  to  foster 
an  unsymmetrical,  rangy  type  of  Asiatic,  and 
such  a  change  would  be  reversionary,  and  not 
progressive. 

When  Mr.  Hewes  visited  the  Boston  show 
a  few  years  ago  he  criticised  a  winning  Light 
Bjahnia  male  bird  as  not  having  ''daylight" 
enough  under  hini.  The  owner  of  the  bird 
replied  that  daylight  was  the  easiest  thing  in 
the  world  to  breed.  There  is  a  reason  which 
perhaps  Mr.  Hewes  and  many  others  not 
familiar  with  the  poultry  industry  in  New 
England  do  not  appreciate  for  Brahma  breed- 
ers here  working  away  from  rather  than 
toward  the  long  legged  type  of  Light  Brahma. 

Here  as  nowhere  else  in  the  country  the 
Light  Brahma  is  popular  as  a  market  fowl. 
It  is  grown  for  a  special  trade  and  commands 
gilt  edged  prices.  As  in  every  other  variety 
of  poultry  the  popular  and  practical  demand 
inevitably  reacts  upon  the  fancy.  There  is 
room  for  diflference  of  opinion  as  to  whether 
high  or  low  station  Is  preferable  in  an  exhibi- 
tion Brahma.  There  could  hardly  be  two 
opinions  as  to  which  was  preferable  for  table 
purposes.  In  the  low  stationed,  broad  backed, 
deep  breasted  Light  Brahma  we  not  only 
have  a  bird  in  which  most  of  the  old  objec- 
tions to  the  Light  Brahma  as  a  market  fowl 
are  overcome,  but  we  have  an  early  maturing 
bird  which,  so  far  as  our  observation  goes,  is 
not  inferior  to  the  high  stationed,  long  bodied 
type  in  egg  producing  capacity. 

Allusion  was  made  above  to  '"apparent 
length"  of  sections  in  the  Light  Brahma.  As 
far  as  we  have  learned  the  views  of  Brahma 
breeders  here  we  think  they  generally  agree 
with  the  breeder  of  both  Cochins  and  Brabmas 
who,  discussing  this  subject  with  the  writer 
some  years  ago,  said  that  the  shape  difference 
between  the  two  was  not  a  difference  in  actual 
outlines  of  body,  but  a  difference  in  feathers  ^ 
only,  the  greater  length  and  profuseness  of 
feathers  on  the  Cochin  giving  the  bird  quite  a 
different  outline;  that  as  between  two  plucked 
specimens  with  marks  of  Identification 
removed,  it  would  be  impossible  to  distin- 
guish which  was  Brahma  and  which  Cochin, 

True  there  have  been  Brahmas  shown  and 
winning  which  were  rather  of  the  Cochin 
type  of  plumage,  but  we  think  the  case  for 
these  Is  fairly  stated  when  we  say  that  these 
were  exceptions,  and  as  after  events  proved 
did  not  establish  precedents.  Birds  have 
sometimes  won  in  spite  of  approaching 
Cochin  type;  we  doubt  whether  any  have  won 
on  shape  because  of  their  Cochin  lines  — 
though  on  such  a  subject  It  is  rash  to  speak 
positively,  for  the  ways  and  reasons  of  judges 
are  sometimes  equally  mysterious. 

Mr.  Hewes  might  be  surprised  to  find  how 
many  members  of  the  N.  E.  Club  would 
agree  with  him  that  better  birds  than  those 
shown  in  the  club's  ideal  cuts  have  been  pro- 
duced, especially  better  females.  But  ideal 
cuts  are  apt  to  be  very  much  like  ideal  descrip- 
tions in  words;  all  intelested  parties  cannot 
be  suited,  and  the  numerous  compromises 
and  concessions  made  to  secure  harmony  are 
likely  to  result  in  a  description  or  drawing 
that  represents  mediocrity  when  it  does  not 
represent  a  confusion  of  Ideals. 

If  breeders  could  agree  on  the  best  bird, 
and  then  let  the  artist  draw  that  bird  as  he 
sees  it  as  the  best  type  of  its  kind  yet  pro- 
duced, the  illustrated  Standard  would  be 
much  finer  artistically  than  it  ever  can  be 
when  the  artist  is  trying  to  harmonize  the 
ideas  of  some  scores  of  breeders.  At  this 
stage  ot  the  revision  proceedings  it  is  easy, 
and  seems  natural  for  members  of  the  com- 
mittee to  intimate  l*at  the  compromises  of 
the  past  were  not  what  they  should  have 
been,  and  that  the  judicious  work  of  the  com- 
mittee is  quite  sure  of  general  approval;  but 
unless  fancier  nature  undergoes  a  radical 
change  In  the  next  six  or  eight  months,  many 
of  the  ideal  cuts  in  the  new  Standard  will  Ije 
like  most  of  the  ideal  cuts  now  extant — open 
to  just  such  criticism  as  Mr.  Hewes  makes  on 
the  Ideal  Light  Brahma  cuts. 


GROWING    POULTRY  FOOD. 


Five    Dollar    Prize  Article. 


|0  DESCRIBE  my  method 
of  growing  poultry  food, 
I  will  give  first  my 
yard  management,  and 
second,  the  field  crops: 
First— yard,  etc.— my 
houses  are  the  continu- 
ous open  front  sheds.  In  front  of  these  houses 
I  have  a  yard  75  ft.  deep,  and  running  the 
length  of  the  six  houses— 84  ft.  This  yard  is 
used  in  winter  to  confine  fowl  during  very 
cold  weather.  During  this  season  straw  is 
kept  heavily  littered  in  front  of  the  houses, 
and  some  15  to  20  ft.  down  the  yard.  By 
spring  this  straw  is  thoroughly  rotten,  and, 
with  the  daily  droppings,  makes  quite  good 
manure. 

About  June  1st,  all  the  birds  are  shut  in  the 
large  yard  on  north  side  of  house.  This  yard 
is  81  ft.  by  150  ft.,  and  contains  several  apple 
trees.  The  yard  in  front  is  now  ploughed 
and  the  rotten  straw  is  broadcasted  over  it. 
It  is  cultivated  from  time  to  time  and  put  in 
perfect  order  by  July  15,  when  it  is  drilled 
with  Burpee's  white  globe  and  amber  globe 
turnips.  These  are  cultivated  as  often  as 
necessary  until  about  August  20  to  25, 
(depending  on  suitable  season  of  rain)  when 
the  whole  yard  is  heavilv  broadcasted  with 


ing  season.  The  fowl  have  not  been  allowed 
to  run  In  this  yard  since  July  16,  they  being 
confined  in  yard  Xo.  2  until  about  Aug.  15, 
when  they  are  given  free  range  of  the  farm— a 
temporary  fence  having  been  thrown  along 
front  yard  about  4  ft.  from  front  ot  house. 
This  alleyway  gives  access  to  the  house  with- 
out allowing  the  hens  to  damage  the  turnips, 
etc.,  in  yard  No.  1.  The  fowl  are  not  allowed 
on  the  clover  until  real  cold  weather,  when 
the  above  temporary  fence  is  removed  and 
they  are  given  the  run  of  the  yard— still  having 
free  range  throughout  entiie  season,  except 
during  very  disagreeable  weather,  as  noted. 

As  stated,  the  hens  are  withdrawn  from  the 
large  yard  on  north  of  house  about  Aug.  15. 
This  yard  is  then  ploughed,  fertilized,  and 
thoroughly  cultivated.  It  is  now  broadcasted 
with  crimson  clover  and  dwarf  Essex  rape, 
and  kept  until  the  next  June,  using  it  ii  few 
days  in  the  week  during  latter  part  of  winter 
and  spring,  as  it  gets  sufijcient  growth.  This 
system  gives  me  quite  a  supply  of  green  stuff 
and  roots  for  winter  feeding,  and  at  the  same 
time  keeps  the  yards  properly  cleansed  and 
healthy  for  the  fowl. 

Second— field  crops:  I  can  best  describe 
this  matter  by  stating  just  what  I  did  last 
year,  and  what  I  am  doing  this  season.    I  had 


A  IXOCK  OF  WHITE  WYAXDOTTES. 
On  Farm  of  Mr.  W.  K.  Graves,  West  Springfield,  Mass. 


scarlet  clover,  to  which  has  been  added  a  few 
ounces  of  the  seven  top  turnip.  The  globe 
turnips  make  good  growth  in  this  rich  ground, 
and  easily  furnish  all  the  root  feed  needed 
during  the  following  winter.  The  turnips  are 
fed,  cooked  in  the  mash,  and  sliced  and  hung 
in  the  sheds  for  fowls  to  pick. 

About  the  1st  to  10th  of  November  the  tur- 
nips are  drawn,  trimmed  of  roots  and  tops, 
and  stored  in  adjacent  yard  in  piles  of  10  or  12 
bushels.  These  piles  are  covered  with  pine 
needles  or  straw,  and  later  with  sufficient 
e;irth  to  prevent  serious  freezing,  and  thus 
keep  in  good  shape  for  feeding  during  follow- 


one  acre  of  an  old  peach  orchard  which  I  put 
down  to  sunflowers  last  year;  (by  the  way,  I 
prefer  the  black  seed)  they  grew  very  well, 
and  gave  me  about  25  bushels  of  seed.  The 
seed  were  allowed  to  stand  on  stock  until  the 
filirous  cap  was  perfectly  dry,  and  thus  quite 
a  lot  were  lost  by  seed  birds  and  sparrows. 
After  cutting,  they  were  dumped  on  barn 
floor  and  flailed  out;  but  next  year  the  few 
remaining  trees  will  be  drawn,  and  the  plot 
put  down  to  corn. 

An  adjoining  plot  of  five  acres  was  in  wheat 
last  season,  and,  with  three  acres  in  another 
field,  yielded  160  bushels  of  wheat.   The  five 
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acre  plot,  is  in  clover  now,  and,  while  the 
tlrouglithas  cut  the  crop  very  badly,  there 
will  be  about  a  half  crop,  giving  me  plenty  of 
clover  screenings  for  next  winter's  mash. 
Last  fall  I  broadcasted  part  of  this  clover 
with  cleanings  from  the  floors  of  the  houses, 
and  can  easily  see  the  good  results. 

When  this  clover  gets  its  second  growth 
this  summer,  it  will  be  turned  under,  har- 
rowed, and  broadcasted  with  crimson  clover, 
which  will  be  turned  under  next  spring  when 
in  bloom,  and  the  plot  put  down  to  corn. 

Another  plot  of  three  acres  was  in  tomatoes 
last  season,  and  netted  me  $130.  This  year  it 
is  in  wheat,  which  will  be  cut  very  short  by 
the  drought.  Next  year  it  will  be  in  clover,  if 
the  young  plants  survive  this  hard  season. 

Last  year  I  had  about  seventeen  acres  in 
corn,  part  fertilized  with  cleanings  from  drop- 
pings boards,  and  which  yielded  me  from  o50 
to  375  bushels.  Three  and  a  half  acres  of  this 
corn  land  is  now  in  wheat.  It  will  be  plowed 
as  soon  as  wheat  is  oft",  and  put  in  cow  peas, 
vv'hich  will  be  cut  for  hay  about  September 
1st,  the  land  cross  harrowed  and  broadcasted 
with  a  winter  clover  crop  of  either  crimson 
clover,  lairy  vetch,  or  rye.  During  next 
winter  this  plot  will  be  broadcasted  with 
stable  manure,  and  next  season  put  down  to 
tomatoes  for  the  cannery. 

One  plot  of  two  and  one-half  acres  above 
last  season's  corn  land  was  cleared  of  stalks 
last  fall,  harrowed  and  broadcasted  with  rye, 
and  being  adjacent  to  the  laying  houses,  fur- 
nished good  forage  for  the  hens  last  winter. 
At  present,  June  2d,  the  hens  are  in  large 
yard  on  north  of  house,  and  the  rye  plot  is 
used  for  the  young  chicks,  of  which  I  have 
between  600  and  IQj^. 

I  have  pastured  this  rye  quite  close  with  a 
cow  and  calf,  yet  there  is  good  jiicklng  for  the 
chicks,  and  later  there  will  be  some  grain. 
This  fall  this  plot  will  be  put  in  crimson 
clover,  or  rape,  and  next  year  will  likely  go  in 
sunflowers.  This  year  I  only  have  a  little 
better  than  one-half  acre  down  to  sunflowers. 

I  am  trying  a  plot  of  soy  be;ius  this  season; 
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and  if  I  .-iii  ceecl  in  maturins:  the  seed,  shall 
expcriiiii-iit  with  tbem  fecil  next  winter.  I 
tried  a  few  of  the^e  beans  last  \ear,  but  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  they  were  in  the 
niid>t  of  a  cabbage  patch,  the  rabbits  trimmed 
svpry  leaf  from  the  plants,  thus  killing  them. 
From  this  I  would  judge  the  plant  must  be  O. 
K.  as  forage. 

Last  year  I  had  a  small  plot  heavily  manured 
with  hen  manure,  and  planted  it  to  BurpeeV 
Surebead  cabbage.  In  the  fall  I  had  over  200 
beads,  which  carried  me  nearly  through  the 
winter.  AI>out  every  third  day  I  would  hang 
three  heads  in  each  house,  and  the  hens  would 
consume  every  particle  of  leaf,  stem,  and 
stalk,  down  to  the  hard  woody  portion.  This 
season  I  shall. try  to  raise  about  twice  as  many 
cabbages  as  last  year. 

Each  season  I  raise  squares  of  luelons, 
squash,  cantaloups,  etc.,  the  best  of  which  is 
used  in  the  house,  while  the  refuse,  culls,  etc., 
go  to  the  fowls.  This  season  I  have  planted 
an  ounce  of  Japanese  ne*t  egg  gourd  —  not 


e.xactiy  a>  poiiilr.\  luui—  'ill  a^  a  ^ub^titule 
for  the  fresh  eggs  that  are  occasionally  broken 
in  ne^ts. 

1  am  now  carrying  a  stock  of  200  AVhite 
Leghorns.  Xe.vt  season  —  barring  some  acci- 
. lent  — I  shall  have  over  400.  Unless  the 
drought  continues,  and  absolutely  ruins  crops, 
I  shall  have  enough  grain  to  feed  this  number. 
From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  I  grow 
more  grain  than  necessary  for  my  present 
stock.  It  will  be  noted  that  I  do  not  attempt 
to  produce  oats,  as  I  tind  the  local  oat  does  not 
give  a  satisfactory  yield,  and  in  quality  and 
weight  does  not  compare  with  the  western 
grain,  which  I  can  buy  in  the  Baltimore 
market,  and  have  put  down  at  my  freight 
depot  cheaper  than  I  could  buy  the  local 
grain.  I  also  grow  all  necessary  clover,  calt- 
bage,  turnips,  and  green  fonige. 

Under  these  conditions  I  tind  poiillry 
decidedly  the  best  paying  line  on  the  farm. 

KOBERT  B.  I'CSEY. 

Princess  Anne,  Md. 


ROUND  ABOUT. 

A  Day  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  Vicinity. 


IXVITATIUX  10 
talk  before  the 
Springfield  Poultry 
Association  at  its 
last  monthly  meeting 
for  the  season,  Fri- 
day evening,  June 
19,  suggested  that 
this  was  a  goo<l  time  to  pay  a  long  contem- 
plated visit  to  some  of  the  poultry  plants  in 
that  vicinity;  so — though  the  date  came  at  one 
of  my  two  busy  periods  of  each  month  —1 
arranged  to  take  an  early  train  to  SpringtieM 
on  Friday,  and  remaining  over  night,  give 
part  of  .Satuniay  also  to  visiting. 

Reaching  Springfield  at  11.35  A.  M.,  I  was 
met  at  the  station  by  Mr.  F.  C.  Brinkerbofl", 
chairman  of  the  executive  committee,  and 
after  lunch  started  out,  under  Mr.  Brinker- 
boflTs  guidance,  to  visit  the  yards  of  as  many 
of  the  meml>ers  of  the  association  as  possible 
during  the  afternoon. 

The  lirst  place  visited  was  the  plant  of  Mr. 
E.  A.  Howe,  an  old  time  fancier  who  bred  all 
varieties  of  Polish  in  the  days  when  that  breed 
had  quite  a  popularity ,  and  who  no^v  breeds 
Rose  an<l  .Single  Comb  Rhode  Island  Reds  and 
Barred  Plymouth  Rocks.  Only  theR.  I.  Reds 
are  kepi  at  home,  the  Barred  Rocks  being 
fanned  out. 

Mr.  Howe  has  but  a  limited  space  availaiile 
for  fowls.  His  poultry  houses  and  yards 
occupy  the  rear  of  a  lot  only  (iO  x  12.")  ft.  on 
which  is  his  dwelling  bouse,  and  which  has 
in  front  a  fair  sized  lawn.  He  has  another  lot 
back,  of  equal  dimensions,  used  for  garden — a 
good  part  of  the  garden  being  devoted  to 
growing  green  stuff  for  the  chicks. 

On  the  back  part  of  a  lot  contaiuins;  only 
aliout  one-sixth  of  an  acre  Mr.  Howe  keeps 
about  100  old  fowl.o,  and  has  now  growing 
about  12.5  chicks.  This  is  very  intensive  poul- 
try culture.  Good  results  are  obtained;  the 
fowls  are  healthy,  and  the  birds  In  the  breeil- 
ing  pens,  most  of  them  grown  right  in  thi~ 
little  back  yard,  were  well  developed,  of  coo^l 
size  and  vigorous.  To  attain  these  results  in 
such  close  quarter*  constant  and  careful  atten- 
tion is  of  course  required.  Everything  about 
the  place  is  neat,  and  in  a  condition  indicating 
that  neatness  and  cleanliness  were  the  regular 
order. 

The  P.  Rockx  l>elnR  farmed  out  as  stated,  I 
did  not  see.  In  Redi-  Mr.  Howe  has  a  number 
of  birds  of  very  nice  quality  with  which  he 
hsM  won  a  goo<lly  share  of  prizes  at  import- 
ant western  MassachuseltK  and  Connecticut 
shows. 

^)ur  next  call  was  at  Mr.  Brinkerhoff's  own 
place  in  West  .Springfield.  Houdans  are  .Mr. 
B.'h  fancy,  «nd  he  ban  some  nice  ones.  He 
had  kept  lor  home  time  a  pen  of  Barre<l  Rocks 
also,  but  as  he  foumt  bis  Rock«  not  doing  well 
under  hi»  system  of  feeding,  he  recently  ilis- 
posed  of  tbem.  Mr.  BrinkerhoR' is  In  the  life 
Insurance  business,  and  his  poultry  being  kept 
only  fur  pleasure.  wajil»  to  so  keep  ihcm  that 
care  "f  \U<  lu  \\<  \      'tl,.  r  'm.  rf.  : .  ■■  mIi  busi- 


ness or  with  other  engagements.  This  past 
winter  and  spring  be  tried  the  hopper  method 
of  feeding,  having  in  each  pen  a  hopper  con- 
stantly supplied  with  a  mixture  of  dry  grain. 
Green  food  and  meat  food  were  given  as  con- 


ONK   OF   MK.  W.  K.  GRAVES'   FINK  WHITE 
WYANDOTTE  ITLLETS. 

venient.  but  uo  mash  was  fe<l.  The  Houdans 
kept  in  condition  and  laid  well  —  are  still  lav- 
ing well— but  the  Rocks  got  too  fat  to  lay. 
That  might  not  have  happened  had  they  had 
liberal  yard  room,  l)Ul  the  yards  are  small. 

For  his  young  chicks  Mr.  Brinkerhoff  had 
quite  a  novel  arrangement,  reproducing  in 
miniature  a  feature  of  some  farms  where 
the  chicks  are  given  all  the  chance  to  develop 
that  chicks  could  have.  There  is  a  yard  a 
couple  of  rods  wide,  and  several  times  as  long, 
enclosed  with  wire  netting.  Last  fall  this 
yard  was  ploughed  up  and  sowed  to  wheat 
and  clover.  By  the  time  the  chicks  were 
hatching  this  spring,  the  wheat  was  quite  tall, 
anil  the  clover  well  up  among  it.  Enough  of 
the  wheat  m  ar  the  fence,  all  around,  was  cut 
to  give  opportunity  to  place  the  coops  for  the 
liens  and  chicks.  That  in  the  center  was  left 
to  ripen.  When  ripe  It  will  be  cut  and  given 
nnthresbed  to  the  oM  fowls.  .Meantime  it 
make-  shade  and  sliplicr  for  the  liltle  chicks, 


while  the  clover  furnishes  them  with  green 
food. 

On  the  way  to  the  plant  of  Mr.  Frank 
S.  Woods  we  stopped  just  :i  moment  to  see 
where  Mr.  Ed.  Cowles  is  making  a  good 
beginning  in  R.  I.  Reds.  ilr.  Woods  has 
more  room  than  at  either  of  the  other  places, 
but  still  his  place  does  not  approach  farm  pro- 
portions—jusl  a  roomy  city  poultry  plant.  He 
keeps  three  varieties  —  Buff  Cochins,  Buff 
Rocks,  and  R.  I.  Reds.  We  did  not  lind  him 
at  home,  hence  I  had  no  opportunity  to  learn 
anything  of  his  poultry  keeping,  except  from 
what  I  could  see.  From  this  I  judged  that  he 
htid  been  in  the  business  for  some  time.  His 
stock  and  plant  had  the  appearance  of  finish 
which  we  don't  often  find  except  after  some 
vears  of  study  of  stock  and  use  of  buildings 
and  accessories. 

The  largest  plant  in  this  section,  and.  if  I 
am  not  mislakeu.  the  only  exclusive  poultiy 
plant,  is  that  of  Mr.  W.  R.  Graves,  which  we 
next  visited.  AVhite  Wyandoltes  are  Mr. 
Graves'  specialty,  and  though  a  compar- 
atively new  man  among  White  Wyandotte 
fanciers,  he  has  produced  birds  which  within 
the  last  year  especially  have  brought  him  a 
good  deal  of  distinction  and  reputation,  with 
of  course,  increased  demand  for  stock  and 
eggs  at  good  prices. 

The  farm  is  located  on  a  sandy  knoll  —  a 
)>lace  so  sandy  that  Mr.  Graves  says  Dr.  Jas. 
B.  Paige,  of  Amherst,  when  visiting  the  plant 
some  time  ago  remarked  that  for  freedom 
from  disease  the  location  was  quite  ideal,  as  it 
was  quite  impossible  for  germs,  etc.,  to  main- 
tain themselves  in  such  a  soil.  The  abundance 
of  sand  is  In  some  ways  a  disadvantage, 
though.  Xo  sod  forms 
on  it,  and  in  dry, 
windy  weather  it  is  in 
the  air  and  everywhere. 
The  plant  was  origin- 
ally built  by  another 
party  as  a  broiler  plant. 
Since  it  came  into  Mr. 
Graves"  hands  he  has 
used  the  buildings  with 
little  alteration,  being 
like  most  of  those  who 
aim  for  the  highest 
quality  in  the  birds 
they  breed,  more  dis- 
]iosed  to  put  money  and 
effort  into  stock  than  to 
spend  them  on  equip- 
ment. I  understood  that 
considerable  remodeling 
was  soon  to  be  done. 
The  original  plant  is  in 
reality  used  only  so  far 
as  it  suits  present  meth- 
ods. It  comes  in  finely 
for  early  chicks  and 
surplus  stock,  but  after 
the  chicks  are  well  start- 
ed they  go  to  large  yards 
not  so  centrally  located, 
and  the  best  breeding 
birds  in  particular  are 
placed  where  they  have 
practically  u  n  1  i  m  i  t  ed 
range  through  the 
groves. 

The  breeding  pens  of 
White   Wyandottes  are 
headed  mostly  by  noted 
winners.     Mr.  Graves 
was  feeling  very  cheerful  over  the  recent 
honor  that  had  come  in  the  selection  of  his 
Xew  York  winner  as  the  model  for  the  ideal 
illustration  in  the  new  Standard.     I  saw 
numerous  good  Buff  AVyandottes  about,  too. 
I  hope  I  am  not  giving  away  any  secrets  when 
1  say  that  judging  from  the  looks  of  some  of 
these  Buff  youngsters  Mr.  Graves  is  figuring 
on  duplicating  in  Buffs  his  record  on  Whites. 

Returning  to  .Springfield  we  drove  to  the 
residence  of  I)r.  Clark  Hill,  to  see  him  and 
his  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks.  Dr.  Hill  lias  not 
much  room  for  poultry,  but  is  making  the  best 
possible  use  of  what  he  has.  One  mating  of  a 
cockerel  and  two  pullets  for  pullets,  and  a 
cockerel  and  a  few  hens  for  cockerels,  com- 
prises his  breeding  stock.  The  birds  are  all 
carefully  selected,  however,  and  the  young 
stock  in  evidence  gave  promise  of  more  good 
ones  than  are  often  to  be  found  where  opei  a- 
tionn  are  on  a  scale  ten  limes  as  great. 
.Vt  Dr.  Hill's  suggestion  we  went  wilh  him 
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RESIDEXCK  A>I>  POULTRY   HOUSES   OF   Mil.  FRANK  C.  HRINKERHOFF, 
West  Springfield,  .llass. 

MARKET  REVIEW. 


to  visit  n  ])lai;e  not  on  our  \\>t,  the  S.  J. 
Gordon  estate,  where  the  poultry  with  other 
farm  departments  are  under  the  immediate 
Buper^isiOH  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Hatch,  the  manager 
of  this  tine  farm  of  thirteen  acres  almost  in 
the  heart  of  the  city.  There  is  not  as  much 
doing  here  as  there  was  during  the  life  of  Mr. 
Gordon,  who  was  a  keen  fancier  of  Black 
j^angshans,  Dark  Brahnias,  and  Black  Coch- 
ins. Poultry  now  is  kept  mostly  for  eggs  and 
meat,  and  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks  are  used. 
Even  while  producing  for  table  purposes, 
though,  )jirds  of  good  standard  quality  have 
been  used,  and  Mi-.  Hatch  intimated  that  the 
poultry  would  not  long  be  of  a  grade  not  up 
to  that  of  other  stock  on  the  place.  Mr. 
Hatch's  pride  is  in  a  fine  herd  of  Holsteiu 
Friesian  cows,  which  probably  could  not  be 
duplicated  anywhere  in  the  country.  As  I 
have  always  had  a  pretty  good  eye  for  a  good 
cow  I  was  as  Interested  in  the  cows  as  one 
could  be,  and  after  seeing  them  told  Mr. 
Hatch  I  couldn't  ask  more  for  the  develop- 
ment of  their  poultry  department  than  to  see 
it  on  a  basis  of  quality  like  this. 

The  last  caH  for  the  afternoon  was  at  the 
yards  of  Mr.  Geo.  E.  Phelps,  who  breeds  Bull" 
Rocks  on  a  city  lot.  and  though  not  able  to 
produce  them  in  large  numbers  has  some 
birds  coming  on  that  are  as  good  for  their  age 
as  one  is  likely  to  find  anywhere. 

In  the  evening  I  liad  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
most  at  the  gentlemen  whose  yards  I  had 
visited,  and  many  others  at  the  meeting  held 
In  Graves  Hall.  The  hall  was  pretty  well 
filled,  and  most  of  those  In  attendance  were 
members  of  the  poultry  association.  Tlie 
association  can  now  till  a  fair  sized  small  hall 
with  members  only,  the  number  of  members 
being  well  up  toward  two  hundred.  Here, 
too,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  making  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Mr.  yVm.  Palmer,  of  the  Xeti'  En(jkni(l 
Poultry  Journal,  Hartford,  Conn.,  who  had 
run  up  to  attend  the  meeting. 

Another  of  the  pleasures  of  the  day  was 
meeting  Mr.  C.  S.  Cornell,  an  old  friend  of 
my  early  poultry  keeping  days  in  Colorado, 
whom  I  had  not  seen  for  nearly  ten  years. 
After  years  of  nerve  wracking  work  as  a 
musical  instructor  and  director  Mr.  Cornell  is 
now  settled  down  to  rest  on  a  fine  farm  at 
Thorndike,  Mass.,  where  he  has  facilities  for 
Indulging  to  the  full  nis  love  of  poultry,  and 
we  spent  some  most  pleasant  hours  on  Satur- 
day looking  over  the  farm  and  figuring  out  the 
poultry  possibilities  there. 

Then  Mr.  Cornell  drove  me  to  the  farm  of 
Mr.  A.  F.  Bennett,  of  Palmer.  Mass.,  giving 
me  an  opportunity  to  make  a  visit  I  bad  not 
counted  on  for  this  trip.  Mr.  Bennett  has  a 
nice  farm  which  he  is  ra|)idly  getting  into 
good  shape.  He  breeds  for  both  eggs  and 
exhibition,  and  has  nice  stocks  of .  Barred 
Rocks,  White  Wyandottes,  and  Pekin  ducks. 

During  the  summers  Mr.  Bennett  has 
charge  of  a  park  nearby,  where  picnic  parties 
come  numerously  ail  through  the  season,  and 
much  of  the  work  on  his  farm  is  done  by  a 
man ;  but  in  the  winter  he  does  the  work  him- 
self, and  judging  from  results  he  is  able  to 
report,  does  it  very  efficiently,  though  he  has 
but  one  arm,  and  that  the  left  oce.  Besides 
his  poultry,  Mr.  Bennett  has  considerable 
fruit  on  the  farm,  and  with  his  grass  and 
crops  makes  possibilities  of  a  substantial 
Income  from  a  not  very  large  farm. 


BOSTON. 

'From  Boston  Prod  if  ce  Market  Report,  June  -2.  1W3]. 

Eggs. 

The  market  shows  little,  if  any  change. 
Receipts  are  liberal  and  demand  mod- 
erate. The  small  lots  of  strictly  extra  Mich, 
and  northern  Ohio  received  are  bring- 
ing fuil  quotations.  Regular  packings  of 
fresh  gathered  stock  are  not  quotable  at  over 
16c.,  and  fair  to  good  lots  are  slow  at  14®l.Jc. 
Fancy  nearby  and  eastern  are  bringing  full 
former  prices. 

Boston  Fruit  aii'l  ricliici;  Exclmii^-e  Official  giiola- 
lions. 

Quotations  at  Mark. 

Nearby  fancy  22.  .'R 

Eastern,  firsts  .tS).  .'&20 

Vl.  and  N.  H.,  firsts  19..a20 

York  state  firsts   IS.  .®184 

Mich,  and  northern  Ohio,  extra. .  .1"4.®1S 
Mich.,  north.  0.,lnd.,  and  III.  fresh 

gathered,  regular  packings  16..® 

Western,  fresh  gathered,  regular 

packings  ®l(j 

Western,  fair  to  good  14..®15 

AVestern  dirties  13.  .®13i 

We^tern  checks  (?*doz  10.  .®12 

Storage  Packed : — 

AVestern  firsts   lUA.'SlT 

AVestern  dirties  U.  .®14i 

Dressed  Poultry. 

Receipts  today   .340  packages. 

Same  time  last  year  315  '• 

Receipts  5  days  1,524  " 

Same  time  last  year  1,718 

Receipts  of  fowls  are  quite  liberal  today, 
and  the  market  is  a  little  easier.  Best  marks 
ill  moderate  demand  at  15c.  Receipts  of 
broilers  are  increasing,  and  it  takes  an  extra 
lot  to  bring 23i-.    Old  cocks  hoM  steady  at  11c. 

Small  lots  of  choice  eastern  fowls  are  still 
bringing  16®i7c.    Choice  roasting  chickens 


steady   at  30'no-K.    Broilers  easier.  Duck> 

have  to  be  extra  to  exceed  IGc. 

Fresh  Killed  Northern  and  Eastern.  — 

Fowls,  choice   10..®1T 

chickens,  choice  roasting  P  II  30.. ®3.") 

Broilers,  nearby,  3  to       U)<.  to 

pair,  r  lb  25.  .®2S 

Squab  broilers,  1  lb.  eai  h.  p-  pair.  .70.  .®80 

Green  ducks  V  b.  15..®17 

Pigeons,  choice  V  doz  81.7.j®S2.00 

Pigeons,  common  to  goocl  l.OO®  1.50 

Squabs,  choice  large,  }t  doz  2..50®  

AVestern  Iced:  — 

Turkeys.  V*  lb  l.j.  .'a 

Fowls,  choice  ®15 

Fowls,  common  13.i.®14 

Broilers,  IJ  to  2  llis  20..®23 

Broilers,  light  weight    lb  l>s.  .®20 

Old  cocks  II. .® 

AA'estern  Frozen: — 

Turkeys,  choice  _  IS.  /d 

Turkeys,  common  to  good   15.  .®17 

Chickens,  choice  16.  .® 

Chickens,  fair  to  good  13..'Srj 

Chickens,  common   11.  .®12 

Live  Poultry. 
Fowl.>  hold  fairly  >teady,  )iut  chickens  are 


coming  in  more  freely  and  have  to  be  fancy  to 


exceed  20c. 

Fowls  p-  lb  134. ®U 

Roosters  W  lb  8.  .®10 

Broilers,  2  ll)S.  each,  P  11)  20.  .® 


PHILADELPHIA. 

[Fi'om  official  market  report  of  tlit  Philadeiphia 
Produce  Exchange.  -June  10. 19<i-3]. 

Eggs. — There  has  been  a  irood  demand  for 
tine  fresh  eggs,  and  ofterings  of  this  descrip- 
tion have  been  well  cleaned  up  at  steady 
prices.  Invoices  showing  unattractive  qual- 
ity have  to  be  sold  at  concessions  from  quota- 
tions. 

Penna.  and  nearby,  returnable  ca>es. 


loss  oil'  ®  ]  8 

Western,  free  cases,  loss  oft'  I74..®18 

Southwestern,  free  ca,ses,  loss  otl'. ..-  ®17 

Southern,  free  cases,  loss  off. .,  16.  .@16i 


Dressed  Poultry. — Receii>ts  of  fowls  have 
been  somewhat  more  liberal,  but  there  has 
been  a  good  outlet  for  desirable  stock,  and 
prices  have  ruled  firm.  Broiling  chickens  are 
more  plentiful  and  lower,  Imt  choice  large 
sized  stock  is  kept  well  cleaned  up  at  revised 
prices.  Small  sized  and  inferior  >lnck  has  to 
be  sold  at  inside  quotations. 
Fresh  Killed:— 

Fowls,  choice  ®l.D.i 

Fowls,  fair  to  good   14^.015 


Old  roosters   ®104 

Broilers,  nearby  25..®28 

Broilers,  west'n,  fancy  large  yellow  23.  iila 

Broilers,  fair  to  good  IS  .®20 

Lilve  Poultry.  —  Receipts  of  fowls  and 
chickens  are  moderate,  and  there  is  a  fair 
outlet  for  desirable  stock  at  steady  prices. 

Fowls,  hens  laii 

Old  roosters  ®10 

Spring  chickens,  weighing  14®24  lbs. 

apiece  20.  .®22 

Spring  chickens,  smaller  sizes  12..®18 

NEW  YORK. 

fFroiu  X.  y.  Produce  Rerieir,  .June  17, 1903], 

The  Egg  Situation. 

Comparatire  Eeneipts  at  Xev-  York. 


Wednesday,  .June  10  16.302 

Thursday,       ■•    II  14,360 

Friday,  ■•    12  10,337 

Saturday.         ■■    i:',  7,821 

Monday,  •■    lo  12,289 

Tuesday,  •■    16  19,230 

Total  six  days  ending  June  16  80,339 

Total  previous  six  days  92,014 

Receipts  same  week  last  year  60,556 

Receipts  since  March  1st  1,.5.30,600 

Receipts  same  time  last  year  1,340,834 

Receipts  since  January  1st  1,879,970 

Receipts  same  time  last  year  1,567,222 

Exports  for  week   

Exports  since  March  1st  7.53 

Exports  same  time  last  year  2,739 


"  Extras  "  are  quotable  at  18®18ic.,  but  so 
few  lots  meet  the  requirements  that  the  price 
is  almost  nominal.  The  rule  says  "  extra  " 
eggs  must  be  all  clean,  of  good  average  size, 
show  80%  full,  strong,  fresh  eggs,  and  lose  no 
more  than  one  dozen  to  the  case.  It  is  possible 
that  an  occasional  mark  of  Michigan  candled 
eggs  so  closely  graded  as  to  meeet  these 
requirements  can  be  found,  but  they  are 
e.Ktremely  rare.  Among  the  northwestern 
brands  that  have  in  former  seasons  com- 
manded the  highest  at  mark  quotation,  there 
are  scarcely  any  that  do  not  lack  the  propor- 
tion of  perfect  eggs  necessary  to  pass  as 
extras,  and  these  have  been  offered  without 
hesitation  at  17®174c.  Even  this  grade  repre- 
sents a  comparatively  small  proportion  of  the 
total  receipts.  AVell  graded  but  not  closely 
candled  lots  from  northerly  sections  have 
occasionally  sold  at  16®164c.,  very  rarely  at 
17c.  Many  of  the  so-called  graded  eggs,  and 
some  that  are  said  to  be  candled  before  ship- 
ment contain  so  many  heated,  weak  egg  that 
Imyers  will  not  pay  these  prices  for  them. 
General  receipts  of  ungraded  eggs  from  all 
sections  have  been  unsalable  above  14®15o., 
[Continued  on  page  298]. 


How  to  Make  Money 

with  Poultry  and  Incubators 

Is  the  title  of  the  C\-phers  Incubator  Company's  Complete  Catalogue  and  Poultryman's 
Guide  for  1903,  which  thousands  of  people  have  prooounced  to  be  the  finest  and  most  valu- 
able Year  Book  we  have  issued  thus  far,  and  we  have  been  pace  setters  in  the  production  of 
Valuable  Poultry  and  Incubator  Literature.  This  book  consists  of  196  pages,  8x11  inches 
in  size,  is  profusely  illustrated  with  over  3(i0  half-tones  made  from  photographs,  showing 
the  Largest  and  Most  Successful  Poultry  Plants  in  the  United  States.  Canada,  England, 

Xew  Zealand.  South  America,  etc.,  and  con- 
tains Twelve  Special  Chapters,  covering  all 
branches  of  profitable  poultry  keeping.  Each 
VVritten  by  an  Expert  expressly  for  this  book, 
as  follows: 

I  Starting  with  an  Incubator 
H  Handling  Chicks  in  a  Brooder 
III  Feeding  the  Chicks 
rV  Duck  Producing  on  a  Large  Scale 
V  Broiler  Raising 
VI  Profitable  Egg  Farming 
Vil  The  Egg  and  Poultry  Combination 
Vm  Egg  and  Fruit  Farming 
IX  Scratching  Shed  House  Plans 
X  Incubator  Cellar  and  Brooding  House  Plans 
XI  Feeding  for  Eggs 
XII  Standard  Bred  Poultry 

This  Book  is  Free^ 

^  But  we  respectfully  ask  you  to  send  ten  cents 
"-ii  ira  '°  stamps  or  silver  to  pay  postage.  Positively 

"  and  emphatically,  it  should  be  worth  Tenp»l- 

lars  to  every  earnest  man  or  woman  who  wishes 
-  ;  to  do  well  in  the  poultry  business.  If  we  did 

>  .  .  not  mean  this,  or  did  not  believe  you  would 

^'"■^  "  1    agree  "with  us  on  examining  the  book,  we  could 

— V  not  aflEord  to  say  it,  for  we  depend  on  this 

■   Guide  and  Catalogue  to  win  your  friendship 

for  our  line  of  manufactures.  Send  ten  cents  for  book  No.  4  with  this  understanding  and 
we  will  abide  by  your  decision. 

Separate  Poultry  Supply  Catalogue  for  1903,  Free, 

postpaid,  to  anv  address.  64  pages,  Sxll  inches.  Illustrates  and  describes  "Everything 
for  the  Poultryman"— 120  standard  articles,  including  Poultry  Foods,  Clover  Products,  In- 
secticides, Bone  Cutters,  Food  Cookers,  Latest  and  Best  Poultry  Books,  etc. 

Write  to-day  for  both  of  these  instt-uetire  publications.  They  will  help  you  succeed  in  your  pouJtiT 
work.   Kindly  mention  this  paper  and  address  our  nearest  office. 

CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 

HUFF  \I.O,  N.  Y.  CHIC  AGO,  ILL.  BOSTON  ,  MASS.  >  ETr  YOBK,  IS.  "i  . 

l'^.5_P..j  n.i.  nis,.,.  :;l.J  Fifth  .Ivsaus.  34  Meii:h:i»u-  Ro».  I>«--  =J  St. 
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EDITORIAL. 


What  American  Poulto'  Culture  Lacks  Most. 


BtRM-fi)ULTI§ 

Semi-Ivlonttily. 
Tbe    1st  and  15th  of  each  month. 


PrBLlSHUD  BT 

FARM-POULTRY  PUBLISHING  CO., 
Boston,  Mass. 

JOHN  H.  ROBINSOX,  Editor. 
Price.  One  Dollar  per  year,  in  Advance. 
:*>ix  months,  50  Cents. 
Single  Copies  Five  Cents. 
One  Sample  Free. 

TAKE  XOTICE:  f'-p/  Z:: 

^cription,  fc-r  post^i^e,  for  dtlivory  in  Boston  or  sub- 
stations of  the  Boston  Post  Office,  also  to  foreign 
countries,  4S  cents  extra  Vj  j-early.dnd  24  cents  for  six 
months.  Tliis  rule  applies  whether  a  subscription  is 
etraiglit  or  in  combination  with  other  i>apers. 

Itemit  by  P.  O.  or  Express  Money  Order, 
cash  or  postage  stamps  in  registered  letter, 

DON'T  SEND  SMALL  CHECKS 

On  Banks  other  tlian  Boston  or  New  York 
unless  you  add  10  cents  to  the  amount  to 
cover  cost  of  exchange.  We  cannot  receive 
them  otherwise.  New  rule  of  Boston  Banks. 

Addresf  all  U'f'ers,  and  make  ali  payments  payable 
FAKM-POt'LTKY  PUBLISHXN'G  CO., 
'22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston^  Jt/ass. 


Ereen  WraoDfir  T^^'^ocir^^r^i^^t 

MIUUII  lliu^ffwi  ^vrapper  your  subscription 
ends  wiili  tliat  issue.  Therefore,  please  send  cash 
Sl.OOto  renew— lor— 

We  Shall  Always  Stop  the  Paper  when  tlie 
time  for  which  it  is  paid  has  expired:  so  tliat  lo  avoid 
missing  numbers  all  should  renew  promptly. 

Change  in  Address— When  ordering  a  change  in 
the  address,  subscribers  should  be  sure  to  give  their 
former  as  well  as  their  present  address,  or  we  cannot 
make  the  change;  our  list  is  kept  by  towns  first. 

Canvassers  Wanted  in  evcrv  town  to  solicit  sub- 
scriptions. Terms  sent  on  application.  Liberal  com- 
mission paid  in  cash.   Send  for  our  Terms  to  Agents. 


THE    ADVERTISING  RATE 

Is  30c.  per  Agate  Line  Each  Issue. 

Fourteen  Lines  in  every  Inch  of  single  column 
space.   Seven  avera^'e  Words  ma.\e  one  line. 
DISCOrXTS  FKOM  ABOVE  KATE  dem-nd 
€-nIirelv  uik»u  the  amount  of  spact-  use-l  l.y  an  adver- 
tiser wiilnn  a  slated  time.    Send  for  Rate  Card. 

FORMS  CLOSE.— Ads.  must  be  received  by 
tlie  5tli  and  SOth  of  the  mouth  to  insure  insertion 
in  ill!  i--ues  of  Ibc  15th  or  1st.  respectively. 


Copyright— 1903. 

Entered  al  the  Poit- Office 
at  Bofton.  J/afs.,  as  second-class  matter, 

FIVE  DOLLAR 

Prize  Article. 

FOURTEEXTH  SUB.JECT. 

IinproYiiig  Poultry  Shows. 

On  this  subject  we  want  articles  giving 
suggestions  as  to  ways  atnl  means  of  making 
l>€tter  poultry  shows.  Here  is  a  fine  oppor- 
tunity for  those  who  have  ideas  about  show 
management  to  see  bow  their  iileas  look  to 
others;  and  for  tome  to  convert  their  ideas 
into  cash. 

CONDITIONS. 

This  competition  Is  open  only  to  persons 
who  have  never  received  a  ca.-h  compensa- 
tion for  an  article  on  a  topic  connected  with 
poultry  keeping. 

Each  article  must  contain  not  less  than  1 JJOO 
nor  more  than  1,500  words. 

Each  competitor  must  be  a  subscriber  to 
KAlEM-roi  LTHY ;  name  must  \ic  on  our  list  at 
the  time  the  subject  ujion  which  he  competes 
is  announced. 

Articles  in  thU  competition  roust  be  received 
at  this  office  on  or  l>efore  Ah','U51  1st. 


iMPtutT ANT.— Write  only  on  one  side  of  the 
paper. 

Articles  not  winning  prizes  will  be  returned 
if  stamps  to  prepay  return  postage  are  inclosed. 
For  any  such  articles  considered  available  for 
publii-ation  we  will  make  cash  offe^^. 

Another  Subject  will  be  Announced 
July  15th. 


OX  •jEVER.VL  occasions  within  the  last 
half  year  we  have  alluded  incidentally 
to  what  we  consider  the  weak  point  in 
American  poultry  culture— failure  to  properly 
develop  the  table  quality  of  our  fowls. 

To  a  good  many  American  poultry  keepers 
the  statement  that  there  is  anything  lacking  in 
this  respect  at  first  thought  seems  absurd,  and 
we  have  little  doubt  that  it  is  in  such  light 
that  our  statement  will  first  appear  to  the 
majority  of  those  who  read  these  lines.  For 
did  not  we  Americans  originate  the  many 
varieties  of  the  several  breeds  of  the  American 
class  of  thoroughbred  fowls?  Did  we  not 
take  the  gigantic  Asiatics  with  their  super- 
fluity of  bone,  their  coarse  fibred  meat,  and 
undesirable  bulk,  and  combining  them  with 
the  small  breeds,  popular  as  egg  producers 
l>efore  tbe  introduction  of  the  Shanghai  and 
Brahma,  but  too  small  to  suit  the  purchasers 
of  poultry  in  general,  make  the  general  pur- 
pose fowls  now  almost  universally  bred  by 
our  farmers  and  practical  poultrymen,  and 
have  we  not  in  our  Plymouth  Kocks,  our 
Wyandottes,  and  our  Bhode  Island  Eeds  the 
ideal  combination  of  table  and  laying  qual- 
ities? 

To  these  questions  one  who  carefully  con- 
siders the  subject  can  answer  both  yes  and  no. 
In  typical  fowls  of  either  breed  of  the  Ameri- 
can class  we  have  good  table  form — not  the 
acme  of  perfection,  yet  still  good  form;  but 
the  type  is  not  prevalent  —  not  common  —  aud 
when  it  is  present  we  find  too  often  the  form 
desired  without  the  quality  which  a  cultivated 
taste  for  poultry  demands. 

The  lack  of  quality  occurs  for  two  reasons : 
First,  because  comparatively  few  poultry 
growers  use  methods  which  make  for  quick 
growth  and  soft  meat.  Second,  because  almost 
no  poultry  growers  make  any  effort  to  select 
breeding  birds  which  individually  excel  in 
meat  quality.  To  some  extent  selection  is 
made  for  table  form,  for  a  plump  well  filled 
carcass.  Plumpness  and  soft-meatedness, 
however,  are  not  necessarily  found  together. 
Fine  fibred  juicy  meat  is  an  individual 
quality.  We  have  seen  two  cockerels,  full 
brothers,  hatched  in  the  same  nest,  fed  the 
same  food,  apparently  making  equal  develop- 
ment, killed  the  same  day,  dressed  and  cooked 
the  same  way :  yet  —  though  to  look  at  when 
dressed,  one  was  just  as  nice  as  the  other,  the 
meat  of  one  was  coarse  filired  and  dry,  that  of 
the  other  fine  fibred  and  juicy. 

yVe  have  found  in  certain  stocks  or  strains 
of  many  different  varieties  of  fowls  the  greater 
number  of  specimens  inclined  to  be  dry  and 
tough,  even  as  broilers,  while  in  other  certain 
stocks  there  was  noticeable  softness  and  fine- 
ness of  meat,  even  in  the  mature  birds.  So 
far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn  develop- 
ments of  bolh  kinds  have  been  accidental, 
without  design  on  the  part  of  the  breeders. 

It  is  claimed  by  admirers  of  Orpington 
fowls  that  their  flesh  is  finer,  tenderer,  juicier 
than  that  of  the  American  breeds.  AVe  think 
it  extremely  probable  that  they  average  better 
in  this  respect,  though  we  would  want  very 
positive  proof  befove  admitting  either  that 
all  Orpingtons  filled  the  al>ove  description  or 
that  any  Orpingtons  surpassed  in  quality  any 
and  all  birds  of  any  American  variety.  As 
we  have  found  them,  there  are  other  breeds 
l>eside8  Orpingtons  that  will  average  belter 
table  quality  than  the  American  varieties. 
From  what  we  have  seen  ourselves,  as  well  as 
from  the  testimony  of  others,  we  believe,  the 
Uoudan,  the  Minorca,  and  the  Langshan  are 
generally  fine  in  quality.  The  Dorking  also 
has  that  reputation,  but  has  not  been  bred 
extensively  enough  in  this  country  to  make 
common  judgment  of  its  quality  anything 
more  than  an  echo  of  its  reputation  abroail. 
However,  it  i*  probaMy  true  that  Dorkliiv:* 
and  Orpingtons,  and  English  bred  stocks  of 


the  American  varieties  as  well,  average  finer 
in  quality  of  flesh  than  our  stocks  of  American 
varieties  do.  It  does  not  necessarily  follow 
that  the  difierence  in  averages  is  due  to  inher- 
ent qualities  or  tendencies  in  the  various 
breeds— except  in  so  far  as  these  may  have 
been  neglected  or  fostered  by  the  breeders. 

Look  at  the  difference  in  the  attitude  of  Eng- 
lish and  American  pou'.trymen  ou  this  matter. 
In  England  table  classes  have  been  a  feature 
at  shows  for  many  years;  here  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  get  entries  from  producers. 
Occasional  comments  of  British  writers  ou 
poultry  topics  indicate  that  too  much  atten- 
tion is  given  to  table  qualities,  and  not  enough 
to  esg  production ;  here  the  reverse  is  the  case ; 
our  poultrymen  move  heaven  and  earth  to  get 
big  egg  yields,  and  let  table  quality  come  or 
not  as  it  will.  Generally  the  fowls  and  chicks 
which  go  to  market  are  not  produced  espe- 
cially for  the  table,  and  go  to  the  pot  not 
because  they  are  particularly  fit  for  it,  but 
because  they  are  not  needed  or  cannot  be  used 
for  any  other  purpose. 

It  has  been  suggested  more  than  once  that 
the  British  poultrymau  might  well  emulate 
the  American  effort  to  develop  prolificacy. 
Ou  this  side  there  is  as  much  need  that  the 
American  poultrymau  should  give  more  atten- 
tion to  table  form  and  quality.  It  it  too  much 
the  custom  here  to  consider  any  job  lot  of  culls 
good  enough  to  use  to  hatch  market  poultry 
from.  In  a  few  sections  where  some  class  of 
fine  market  poultry  is  made  a  specialty,  con- 
siderable attention  is  given  to  selection  of 
stock  for  breeding,  but  mostly  it  is  from  the 
poorest  culls  or  from  unculled  stock  that  the 
poultry  grown  especially  for  market  comes. 

There  is  just  as  much  need  of  good  judg- 
ment in  selecting  for  superior  meat  quality  in 
birds  used  for  breeding  purposes  as  there  is  of 
selection  for  laying  quality  or  for  points.  For 
some  years  to  come  we  believe  it  would  be 
more  benefit  to  poultry  culture  on  the  whole 
to  have  poultry  breeders  working  systemati- 
cally to  produce  strains  of  good  t.ible  quality 
than  in  any  other  way.  Improvement  in  form 
is  needed  as  well  as  improvement  in  quality. 
While  it  is  true  that  typical  specimens  of  our 
American  and  Asiatic  breeds —  specimens  fill- 
ing the  Standard  descriptions  as  to  form  can- 
not be  seriously  lacking  in  table  shape,  such 
typical  specimens  are  today  in  most  breeds 
comparatively  rare.  In  breast,  the  most 
important  section  in  a  table  fowl,  really  good 
development  is  so  rare  at  present  that  a  very 
moderate  excellence  in  that  section  is  apt  to 
p:iss  as  very  good,  and  whatever  is  not  abso- 
lutely bad  is  likely  to  be  called  passable.  Lack 
of  good  breast  development  is  conspicuous 
both  in  most  strings  of  exhibition  birds,  and 
in  most  lots  of  poultry  sent  to  market. 

Neither  fanciers  nor  market  poulterers  can 
escape  blame  for  this  condition.  Too  many 
fanciers  have  utterly  neglected  shape  in  devel- 
oping color  and  other  superficial  points.  Too 
many  market  men  who  buy  breeding  birds 
from  fanciers  have  failed  to  insist  on  birds  of 
good  shape  for  their  purpose.  When  they  ask 
for  it,  and  do  not  get  it  (because  the  fancier 
hasn't  what  they  want)  they  growl  a  liltle, 
but  go  ahead  and  use  it  anyway. 

The  average  "practical"  poultry  grower 
still,  as  for  several  generations  past,  depends 
too  much  on  the  fancier,  nature  and  chance, 
to  make  selection  of  stock  for  him.  He  does 
not  study  his  stock ;  he  does  not  see  the  stock 
of  others.  He  seems  to  fail  to  apprehend  tbe 
advantage  amounting  to  necessity  of  making 
himself  familiar  with  the  markets  and  of  asso- 
ciation with  others  engaged  in  his  line. 

All  this  is  bound  to  be  changed.  If  things 
are  left  to  themselves  the  change  will  come 
about  slowly.  If  a  few  energetic  men  take  up 
the  work  the  change  can  be  made  quickly. 
However  it  shall  come,  the  time  must  and 


will  come  when  practical  poultry  growers  wil] 
have  efficient  organizations  under  which  shows 
are  held  either  independently  or  in  connec- 
tion with  fanciers'  shows.  Such  shows  would 
be  for  the  market  poultryman  what  the  shows 
of  today  have  been  for  the  fancier,  places 
where  they  meet  to  compare  products  and 
learn  to  judge  quality.  Wlien  it  becomes  the 
custom  for  our  market  poultrymen  to  exhibit 
in  competition,  it  will  not  be  long  until  there 
are  in  nearly  every  community  several  good 
judges  of  table  poultry,  and  we  shall  soon  see 
such  improvement  of  table  quality  everywhere 
as  we  now  see  only  in  a  few  localities. 

Poultry  Press  Association. 

■y  \  ROM  notices  in  several  of  our  contem- 
poraries  we  learn  that  the  "American 
*  Poultry  Press  Association"  was  organ- 
ized at  Buffalo,  X.  T.,  May  15,  by  representa- 
tives of  papers  serving  on  the  committee  on 
revision  of  the  Standard.  In  these  same  notices 
we  also  discover  that  the  editor  of  this  paper  is 
one  of  the  board  of  directors.  We  have  no 
further  information  in  regard  to  the  new  asso- 
ciation except  what  we  can  glean,  mostly  by 
conjecture,  from  a  letter  received  from  a  pub- 
lisher who  seems  to  assume  that  the  things 
whereof  he  writes  are  familiar  to  us. 

From  things  said  in  this  letter  we  infer  that 
the  new  association  is  very  much  on  lines  pro- 
posed when  an  attempt  was  made  to  affect  an 
organization  about  a  year  ago,  at  which  time 
we  flatly  declined  lo  have  anything  to  do  with 
an  organization  on  the  lines  proposed. 

Our  position  now  is  precisely  the  same  as  at 
that  time.  We  are  heartily  in  favor  of  an 
association  of  representatives  of  poultry  papers 
which  shall  be  primarily  social  in  its  char- 
acter, which  would  serve  to  bring  together  in 
an  informal  way  those  representatives  of  the 
poultry  press  who  might  h.appen  to  be  in 
attendance  at  an  important  show,  or  on  such 
an  occasion  as  the  meeting  of  the  revision 
committee,  and  which  thus  would  afford 
opportunity  for  an  entirely  unofficial  exchange 
of  ideas  about  matters  of  common  interest; 
but  an  organization  having  for  its  underlying 
and  real  purpose  regulation  by  general  agree- 
ment of  abuses  which  some  of  the  papers  have 
fostered  until  they  have  become  too  trouble- 
some, and  which  they  now  appear  lo  l>e 
afraid  to  attempt  to  deal  with  individually, 
we  will  have  none  of. 

The  use  of  our  name  in  connection  with  this 
organization  was  entirely  unauthorized,  and 
tbe  circumstances  being  as  stated  we  cannot 
regard  it  as  a  compliment  to  either  Fakm- 
POCXTRY  or  its  editor;  moreover,  it  is  our 
opinion  that  a  poultry  press  associatiou  ought 
not  to  begin  its  work  by  indulging  in  a  prac- 
tice which  ought  to  be  frowned  upon  by  every 
conscientious  and  self-respecting  representa- 
tive of  poultry  journalism.  The  pnactice  of 
making  an  unauthorized  use  of  names  in  poul- 
try organizations  and  undertakings  of  various 
kinds  is  becoming  a  nuisance,  and  sometimes 
comes  very  near  being  scandalous.  There  is 
no  such  imperative  haste  about  any  of  these 
matters  that  it  is  necessary  to  make  unauthor- 
ized use  of  any  name  for  any  purpose. 

The  Weather  and  Its  Results. 

IX  the  eastern  part  of  the  United  States  the 
drought,  though  serious  in  its  effects  on 
vegetation,  did  not  generally  interfere 
much  with  operations  and  progress  in  the 
poultry  yards,  but  since  tbe  r.ains  have  come 
— continuous  ami  coid  —  we  are  beginning  tO" 
experience  the  unfavorable  conditions  preva- 
lent throughout  tbe  spring  in  many  other 
sections.  In  this  vicinity  vegetation  is  prac- 
tically at  a  standstill,  and  has  been  for  two 
weeks,  and  since  the  beginning  of  the  rains 
many  lots  of  young  chicks  are  going  back. 
The  earlier  chicks  that  are  fairly  covered  with 
feathers  do  not  seem  to  suffer  much,  most 
of  them  are  coming  right  alone,  but  the 
youngsters  under  six  or  eight  weeks  of  age, 
are  not  thriving  as  in  the  dry  weather. 

Wc  mention  the  matter  to  call  attention  of 
breeders  to  the  probable  results  which  next 
fall  and  winter  will  be  observed  in  chicks 
which  now  suffer  a  setback.  With  settled 
warmer  weather  most  of  these  chicks  will 
begin  to  grow  at  a  good  rate  again,  but  the 
check  now  means  to  most  of  them  one  to  two 
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PRAIRIE  STATE  Incubators 

frM  Haye  Won  More  Than  350  FIRST  PRIZES 

I  Prairie  State  Incubators  ! 

I  WRITE  TO  I 

S  JOS.  BRECK&S0NS,47  to  54  N,  Market  St„  Boston,  Mass.  S 


moutlis  longer  ill  urriving  ut  maturity,  unless 
special  efforts  ;ire  made  to  make  up  for  lost 
time.   Such  efforts  should  begin  at  once. 

See  that  the  chicks  have  dr.v  and  comfort- 
able quarters  —  yet  with  plenty  of  air  —  at 
iilgbt.  It  is  not  necessary  that  coops  should 
be  absolutely  dry.  Our  coops  are  often  quite 
damp  in  wet  weather,  with  the  slight  leakage 
and  with  the  wet  the  chicks  bring  in  on  their 
feet,  but  we  always  make  it  a  point  ou  the 
evening  of  a  wet  day  to  clean  out  the  coop, 
and  put  a  good  supply  of  dry  lawn  clippings 
or  broken  leaves  from  the  hen  house  on  the 
floor,  so  that  at  night  the  chicks  are  dry  and 
comfortable. 

Then  as  to  feeding.  Continue  whatever 
specialties  iu  diet  the  small  chicks  have  had  a 
little  longer  iu  case  of  those  that  have  bad  a 
check  in  growth  than  for  those  that  are  grow- 
ing strongly,  and  if  the  chicks  have  digestive 
apparatus  that  will  stand  it,  feed  meat  heavily. 
Feed  corn,  too,  if  you  can  get  good  corn.  The 
writer  has  been  feeding  both  corn  meal  and 
meat  scraps  much  heavier  than  usual  through 
Ibis  bad  w'eather,  and  as  far  as  can  be  seen 
with  best  results. 

It  is  probably  true  that  the  chick  checked  in 
growth  never  makes  the  development  he 
otherwise  might  have  made.  As  many  people 
care  for  chicks  tbey  do  not  make  the  develop- 
ment they  might  anyway,  because  they  don't 
have  the  care  and  feed  and  room  tbey  need 
except  in  early  chickhood.  If  those  who  have 
been  accustomed  to  let  the  chicks  come  along 
as  best  they  can  after  weaning,  (which,  by  the 
way,  is  one  very  general  reason  for  exasper- 
ating delay  in  laying),  will  try  a  little  forcing 
this  season  it  is  not  at  all  impossible  for  many 
of  tliem  to  have  better  chicks  this  year,  and 
have  them  maturing  earlier  in  spite  of  any  set- 
back occurriiig  now. 

Editorial  Notes. 

It  had  seemed  to  us  that  in  our  comments  ou 
Mr.  Gardner's  criticism  of  the  personnel  of 
the  committee  that  framed  the  Barred  Eock 
Standard,  we  gave  sufficient  reason  for  Mr. 
Heck  being  placed  on  that  committee.  Eeaders 
of  Mr.  Heck's  communication  published  else- 
where in  this  issue  will  discover  with  us  that 
we  were  in  error  in  supposing  Mr.  Heck  not 
especially  qualified  to  make  a  Standard  for 
Barred  as  well  as  for  "n'hile  llocks. 

*   *   *  * 

Still  without  desiring  to  enter  into  any  con- 
troversy as  to  Mr.  Heck's  equipment  as  judge 
and  critic  of  Barred  Rocks,  we  hold  to  the 
opinion  that  the  Standard  makers  whose  judg- 
ment carries  weight  with  breeders  at  large 
will  always  be  those  who  don't  feel  called  to 
furnish  itemized  accounts  of  their  qualifica- 
tions. There  was  one  other  member  of  this 
committee  who  somewhat  distinguished  him- 
self several  years  ago  by  an  unprovoked  inflic- 
tion of  a  strong  testimonial  to  his  authority  on 
Barred  Kocks  upon  the  public.  So  it  strikes 
us  that  the  proposed  Standard  for  Barred 
Rocks  is  rather  unfortunate  in  its  sponsors, 
if   *   *  * 

As  we  said  in  last  issue,  however,  the  fault 
is  more  with  the  method  than  with  the  men, 
and  though  not  at  all  averse  to  a  controversy 
when  legitimate  ground  for  controversy  seems 
to  exist,  personally  we  regret  that  the  methods 
of  Standard  revision  should  make  criticism  of 
the  qualifications  of  the  Standard  makers 
almost  unavoidable.  It  would  be  better  in 
every  way  could  Standard  making  and  revis- 
ing be  done  on  a  basis  that  would  eliminate 
the  question  of  personal  qualification  of  those 
engaged  in  the  work. 

*   *    *  * 

That  would  be  accomplished  by  leaving  the 
Standard  for  each-variety  in  the  hands  of  tlie 
breeders  of  that  variety,  specifically  in  the 
hands  of  the  specialty  club  devoted  to  that 
variety.  A  general  association  like  the  Ameri- 
can Poultry  Association  has  properly  no  con- 
cern with  the  breed  and  variety  Standards 
except  to  secure  uniformity  of  requirement 
where  that  is  advisable.  Standards  ought  to 
be  the  harmonized  descriptions  of  the  ideals  of 
the  best  breeders — the  breeders  whose  reputa- 
tion iu  connection  with  a  variety  is  such  that 
none  would  think  of  challenging  their  selec- 
tion for  the  task  of  Standard  making.  These 
breeders  do  not  all  agree — no  one  expects  them 
to  agree  fully;  but  they  are  better  able  to 
barmonize  their  own  differences  of  opinion  for 


the  good  of  the  fowls  in  which  they  are  inter- 
ested than  any  disinterested  parties  are  to 
harmonize  these  differences. 

*  «  *  « 

It  is  a  matter  of  record  that  less  than  a 
decade  ago,  when  a  certain  variety  applied  for 
admission  to  the  Standard,  and  two  different 
standards  were  presented,  two  judges,  neither 
of  whom,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  is  especially 
qualified  to  make  a  standard  forthis  particular 
variety,  took  the  two  standards  and  harmon- 
ized them.  Such  action  is  always  arbitrary 
and  rarely  yields  satisfactory  results. 

«   «   *  « 

A  standard  ought  to  be  the  work  of  the 
interested  breeders,  when  once  fixed  it  should 
be  practically  permanent,  and  it  ought  to  be 
absolutely  free  to  everyone,  to  use  in  any  way 
he  saw  fit  —  except  to  garble  or  misrepresent 
it.  The  present  condition  with  regard  to 
information  about  requirements  for  our 
thoroughbred  fowls  is  an  imposition  on  the 
breeder,  and,  we  think,  detrimental  to  the 
business.  Why  should  not  every  breeder  who 
is  seeking  to  interest  people  iu  his  variety, 
and  to  increase  the  interest  of  those  already 
attracted  to  it  be  free  to  publish  in  his  circular 
an  accurate  description  of  the  variety,  and  to 
make  such  other  use  of  such  description  as 
would  tend  to  make  people  more  familiar  with 
the  ideals  for  that  variety?  "Why  should  the 
breeder  who  is  interested  in  only  one  variety 
be  required,  if  be  wants  an  authorized  official 
description  of  that  variety,  to  buy  also  the 
descriptions  of  over  one  hundred  other  vari- 
eties of  fowls? 

*  *    *  * 

"Why,  but  to  create  a  revenue  for  the  Ameri- 
can Poultry  Association?  And  as  to  the 
American  Poultry  Association,  for  what  does 
it  exist,  except  to  make  and  sell  Standards? 
"What  other  of  the  many  possible  things  it 
might  do  to  benefit  poultry  fanciers  and 
breeders  has  it  ever  seriously  attempted?  It' 
it  would  justify  itself  to  the  poultry  industry 
for  its  interference  with  standards,  it  ought  ai 
least  to  stand  for  standards  made  for  breeders 
and  for  permanence,  not  for  handbooks  for 
judges  and  everlasting  standard  tinkering. 

*  *   *  * 

A  good  many  poultry  men  have  not  forgotten 
that  when  the  last  revision  occurred  five  years 
ago,  it  was  promised  that  that  would  be  prac- 
tically the  last  revision,  and  that  the  resulting 
Standard  would  be  virtually  a  permanent 
Standard.  Those  who  were  protesting  against 
being  required  to  buy  a  new  Standard  every 
five  years  were  assured  that  that  would  be  no 
longer  necessary.  How  well  that  promise  has 
been  kept  is  seen  in  the  yearly  efforts  at 
change,  and  now  in  a  projected  new  book 
which  is  to  be  more  expensive  than  the  old 
one,  and  without  even  a  promise  of  perma- 
nence to  smooth  the  feelings  of  the  purchaser. 
Each  year  for  some  years  to  come  something 
is  to  be  added,  and  whoever  wishes  to  keep 
up  to  date  in  Standards  must  buy  a  new  book 
as  each  edition  comes  out. 

«   «   «  « 

Doubtless  as  purveyors  of  poultry  literature 
we  ought  not  to  criticise  this  matter,  but 
ought  rather  to  work  the  sale  of  Standards  for 
all  it  is  worth;  but  even  if  we  were  not 
opposed  to  the  way  things  are  now  done  with 
the  Standard  as  a  matter  of  principle,  we 
should  be  opposed  to  it  as  a  matter  of  policy, 
for  we  are  very  strongly  convinced  that  the 
best  thing  for  the  fancy  and  the  industry  is  to 
make  it  easy  for  everyone  who  ought  to  be 
interested  to  be  fully  informed  as  to  the 
requirements  for  a  breed,  and  to  make  it  very 
difficult  for  anyone  either  to  make  changes  in 
established  standards,  or  to  disturb  condi- 
tions by  projecting  changes.  As  is  well  said 
bv  several  of  the  contributors  to  our  sym- 
posium on  Barred  Rock  color,  whatever  the 
Standard,  assurance  of  permanence  in  its 
requirements  is  the  best  safeguard  the  inter- 
ests of  the  variety  can  have. 

*  *   *  * 

In  connection  with  this  particular  revision 
there  has  been  developed  a  sort  of  what  in 
these  days  is  perhaps  best  described  as 
imperialistic  disposition  which  even  in  the 
most  arrogant  moods  of  the  association  in  its 
former  days,  was  conspicuously  wanting.  It 
was  once  thought  uecessary  to  fully  inform  all 
members  of  the  association  and  the  public  at 
large  of  proposed  changes  in  the  Standard.  It 
was  held  that  changes  in  the  Standard  were 
subject  to  the  same  requirements  as  to  pre- 


liminary notice  as  changes  in  the  constitution 
and  by-laws  of  the  association.  Even  those 
who  saw  that  the  practice  of  making  advance 
announcements  was  not  really  required  by  the 
law  of  the  association  were  disposed  to  respect 
the  precedents,  and  there  was  nothing  secret. 

*   *   *  * 

Xow  the  courtesy  due  from  the  committee 
to  the  association  is  supposed  to  require  that 
the  breeders  of  the  country  shall  be  content 
with  such  iuformation  about  non-essential 
matters  as  the  committee  sees  fit  to  give  them, 
while  on  points  of  vital  interest  to  them  they 
are  to  remain  uninformed  or  get  this  informa- 
tion piecemeal  through  unofficial  channels. 
Already  are  heard  strong  rumblings  of  indig- 
nant protest  against  this  high  handed  juggling 
with  breeders'  interests,  and  it  will  be  well 
for  the  American  Poultry  Association  if  it 
finds  some  way  to  heed  these  murmurs. 


A  Straw  a  Day. 

y~]  ^  HE  man  who  believes  he  can  get  along 
I       in  business  without  advertising  recalls 

*■  Dickens'  story  of  the  man  who  thought 
eating  a  useless  folly.  He  carried  out  his  theory 
on  his  horse,  and  by  gradually  reducing  the 
animal's  feed,  gave  it  at  last  but  one  straw  a 
day.  Dickeus  says  that  the  only  thing  that 
prevented  the  complete  success  of  the  plan 
was  that  the  horse  died. 

Some  advertisers  follow  the  same  route. 
Perhaps  their  returns  have  not  been  what 
they  expected,  and  they  immediately  con- 
clude that  advertising  is  money  poorly  spent. 
They  cut  off  first  this  paper,  then  that  —  until 
finally  they  are  all  ready  to  demonstrate  that 
advertising  does  not  pay. 

Just  about  this  time,  usually  the  sheriff 
makes  his  appearance,  and  by  taking  charge 
of  affairs,  puts  a  stop  to  further  experimenta- 
tion. A  little  later  some  enterprising  fellow 
comes  along,  buys  the  store  at  25  cents  on  the 
dollar,  and  by  advertising  liberally  a  "sheriff's 
sale,"  disposes  of  everything  at  a  handsome 
profit,  and  demonstrates  that  advertising  does 
pay. 


There  are  others  who  think  that  one  adver- 
tisement ought  to  draw  business  for  a  whole 
year.  They  seem  to  think  it  is  a  sort  of  per- 
petual motion  machine,  that,  given  a  start, 
will  generate  its  own  power  and  never  run 
down.  The  perpetual  motion  machine  has 
never  been  invented,  and  never  will  be.  The 
friction  of  the  air  and  the  friction  of  the  run- 
ning gear  alone  make  it  impossil)le,  but  there 
are  still  cranks  who  go  ou  forever  trying  to 
make  a  never  stop  machine. 

Happily,  the  perpetual  motion  ad.  writer 
has  not  yet  made  his  appearance.  There  may 
be  such,  but  so  far  he  has  not  broken  out  of 
obscurity. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  an  advertise- 
ment will  not  last  forever— just  as  there  are 
causes  that  stop  a  piece  of  machinery.  In  the 
firjt  place  all  wants  may  have  been  supplied 
at  that  time,  and  when  another  demand  has 
arisen  no  one  remembers  where  he  saw  the 
advertisement. 

If  there  were  no  second  or  third  places,  this 
alone  would  be  reason  for  continuous  adver- 
tising. It  lets  the  man  who  wants  know 
where  he  can  get  his  want  supplied,  as  well  as 
makes  some  other  man  realize  his  need  of  the 
thing  advertised.  And  this  suggests  still 
P'lother  comparison. 


A  snowball  is  what  advertising  should  be 


like.  The  more  it  is  rolled  along,  the  larger  it 
becomes.  It  will,  too,  if  it  is  good  advertising 
or  good  snow. 

Perhaps  the  weather  is  too  cold  and  the 
snow  does  not  pack.  'Tis  what  the  boys  call 
dry  snow.  Tou  can  never  make  a  fort  or  a 
snow  man  out  of  that  kind  of  stuff'. 

It  is  possible  that  some  ads.  that  have  not 
proved  very  paying  have  been  too  cold.  Thaw 
out  a  little,  and  then  see  if  better  results  do 
not  io\\o\v.~ Agricultural  Advertising. 

Hyper=Samphire. 

Editor  Fakm-Poultry  :—  The  hyper-sam- 
phire can  be  bought  ot  the  Peoples'  Supply 
Co.,  of  Xew  Concord,  O.  It  comes  put  up  in 
four  ounce  packages,  and  costs  S2  per  pack- 
age: four  ounces  makes  forty  gallons  of  the 
liquid'-  E.  X.  HEJrE^•^^■AY. 


Lanficrrs  Dsalli  to  Lice 

REMEDIES. 

POWDER. 
OINTMENT. 

SPECIAL.  ^^pT 
LIQUID.  ^^^^ 

Efl'ective. 

Easily  applied. 

Always  Death  to  Lice. 

Harmless  to  animals  and  human  life. 

The  most  successful  poultry  keepers  our 
best  patrons.  ■ 

"With  every  package  of  Death  to  Lice  you 
get  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturer's  life  long 
experience  iu  lice  killing. 

These  remedies  will  kill  all  kinds  of  lice, 
on  all  kinds  of  animals,  and  in  all  kinds  of 
places.  If  you  do  not  know  which  one  you 
need,  write  and  we  will  tell  you. 

Death  to  Lice  Powder  is  the  universal 
remedy  for  lice  on  sitting  hens,  laying  or 
exhibition  stock.  Also  invaluable  for  lice  on 
horses,  hogs,  cattle  or  plants.  Packages  10, 
15,  and  iOc.  by  mail  postpaid.  Larger  sizes 
50c.  and  SI  by  express. 

Death  to  Lice  Ointment  will  destroy  head 
lice  on  small  chickens,  and  will  also  cure 
scaly  shanks.    10  and  25c.  postpaid. 

Death  to  Lice  Special  is  a  very  strong  light 
colored  powder  used  for  mixing  with  the  orig- 
inal powder  for  fleas  on  dogs  and  cals.  Also 
for  moths  under  carpets  and  in  furs.  Added 
to  white%vash  or  kerosene,  it  makes  them  hel- 
ler for  mile  cr  lice  killing  and  disinfecting 
purposes.    Packages  10, 15,  and  iOc.  postpaid. 

Death  to  Lice  Liquid  is  already  prepared 
for  use  iu  hen  houses,  for  mites  and  spider 
lice.  It  can  be  used  eilber  by  spraying, 
sprinkling  or  painting.  1  qt.  35c.;  2  qts., 
60c. ;  i  qts.,  81  by  express. 

Agents  and  dealers  sell  these  goods  in  most 
of  the  large  towns  and  cities.  To  these  we 
transfer  orders  when  we  can  save  our  cus- 
tomers eilber  time  or  money  by  so  doing. 
Xo  matter  where  you  are  located,  they  will 
sell  you  any  regular  size  at  catalogue  price. 

Pocket  Book  Pointers  is  an  annual  publica- 
tion, full  of  interest  to  poultry  fanciers.  We 
mail  these  free  for  the  asking.  1903  issue 
tells  '■■  How  Best  lo  Do  Things.'' 

D.  J.  LAMBERT, 
Box  800,         Apponang,  R.  I. 
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ANSWERS  TO  QUESTIONS.      GROWING  FOR  THE  FALL  SHOWS 


THE  OBJtt  T  OF  THIS  UEPAKTMEXT  IS  TO   HELP  KEJkUEl:*   UK  THE  1-Al  EH   I.N  E.MtUGK.Nt  lES.    It  IS  a 

short  order  bureau  oi  iofonualloii. 

Corre^pondenl'i  who  ask  for  inforinalion  or  advice  in  matlcrs  requiring  prompt  altenlion.  «ui  uc 
answere.1  in  the  earliest  possible  issue  of  the  i.a|>er  made  up  after  their  inquiries  are  received.  If  inquirers 

Kill  keep  in  mind  lliat  THE  FOIOIS  FOR  AX  ISSI  E  BEARIXc:  DATE  OF  THE  1ST  DAY  OF  A  MO.NTIl  CLOSE 
OXTHE  XnnOF  THE  l-KEi.  EDIXG  MOXTll.  and  THE  FORMS  FOR  AX  ISSUE  BEAHIXG  DATE  OF  THE  I.-TU 
DAY  OF  \  MONTH  CLOSE  OX  THE  OTH  DAY  OF    THAT   MOXTIi.  IhCV   may  kUOW  juSt  I1..W  SOOU  replies  tO 

questions  can  reach  lliem  through  the  )>aiK-r.  Inquirers  are  requested  also  to  keep  in  mind  that  while  an 
iiunorlant  feature  of  the  |.aper.  this  department  can  only  be  given  its  due  pro|>ortion  of  attention,  ana 
when  inquiries  requiring  special  investigation  before  a  reply  can  be  made  arc  received,  some  lime  ma> 
elapse  before  the  matter  can  be  given  attention. 

IX  CASES  OF  SPECIAL  IRGEXCY  THOSE  WHO  EXCLOSE  STAMP  FOR  REPLY  WILL  BE  AXSWEIIED  AS 
PROMPTLY  AS  POSSIBLE  BY  MAIL.  „.      ,  , 

Correspondents  whose  questions  do  not  come  witliin  the  sco  pe  of  this  deiiartment  as  outbncd  above 
will  be  referred  to  tile  most  recent  available  iiifomiation  in  line  with  their  inquiries. 

BE  SIRE  TO  SIGX  YOLB  LETTER.     W  niTK  YOL  i:  NAME  AND  FILL  ADDRESS  VERY  PL.UXLY. 


Cramps  or  Spasms.  (E.  B.)— '-some  of 
my  young  chicks  seeiuingly  very  weak,  sud- 
denly eomnieiiced  to  jump  aiul  turn  and  died 
by  cramps.  Wbat  is  tlie  reason  ?"  —  Wliat  is 
bere  called  cramps  is  proliably  more  of  the 
nature  of  a  spasm  accompanying  painful 
deatb.  Tbe  reason  migbt  be  anyone  of  a 
dozen  or  more.  Without  a  more  explicit 
statement  of  symptoms  and  conditions  I 
would  i30t  venture  a  guess  at  which. 

Bumblefoot.  (S.T.  B.)—  '•  What  is  the 
best  treatment  for  burablefoot?  I  have  a  iine 
yearling  hen  affected  in  both  feet,  and  cannot 
effect  a  permanent  cure  by  any  method  I  know 
of."—  If  3Ir.  B.  has  tried  the  usual  icinedies, 
poulticing,  opening  abscesses,  etc.,  and  failed 
to  effect  a  cure.  1  cannot  help  him  further 
than  to  suggest  that  perhaps  the  failure  is 
because  after  treatment  the  fowl  h.HS  been 
allowed  to  roost  too  soon,  or  kept  on  a  bard 
floor.  If  ihese  errors  have  been'avoided  it  is 
not  likely  that  a  cure  can  1/e  effected. 

Which  Makes  Broiler  Size  First?  (X. 
O.  W.)  —  "  Which  breed  comes  to  broiler 
size  soonest,—  Buff  Wyandottes  or  Barred 
Rocks?"  —  Theoretically,  the  Buff"  Wyan- 
dottes; practically,!  doubt  whether  it  would 
be  possible  to  show  that  fifty  lois  of  any  or  all 
varieties  of  Wyandottes  made  broilers  of  any 
specified  weight  quicker  than  an  equal  number 
of  lots  of  any  or  all  varieties  of  Dyniouth 
Rocks.  Indeed,  from  what  I  see  of  Rocks 
and  Wyandottes,  am  inclined  to  think  the 
Rocks  averaging  larger  will  generally  make 
any  weight  required  quicker.  It  is  a  question 
of  stocks  rather  than  of  breeds  and  varieties. 

House  for  Little  Chicks.  (C.  O.  V.)  — 
"  Am  Ihiukiiig  of  building  a  house  for  little 
chrckeiis,  as  they  do  not  do  very  well  in 
coops.  How  much  floor  space  do  I  want  to 
give  a  hen  and  twenty  chicks?  I  intend  to 
build  the  house  twelve  feet  wide.  Please  give 
niQ  some  idea  about  the  kind  of  a  house  I 
should  want  for  l,f)Of)  chickens."  —  For  little 
chickens  with  hens  you  don't  want  a  house; 
you  want  brood  coops  spread  out  on  the 
grass,  a  coop  to  each  hen  and  brood.  Vou 
can,  as  a  rule,  grow  better  chicks  by  putting 
twelve  to  fifteen  wiih  a  hen  than  by  giving 
each  hen  twenty.  For  a  hen  and  brood  of  a 
dozen  or  so  chickens  a  coop  with  floor  IS  x  24 
inches  Is  sufScient  until  the  chicks  are  old 
enough  to  be  weaned,  then  with  the  ben  out, 
the  chicks  will  be  all  right  in  the  coop — if  well 
ventilated — until  they  are  old  enough  to  roost. 
If  you  are  not  successful  witbchicksin  coops, 
it  is  either  because  your  coops  are  not  the 
right  kind,  or  because  something  else  is 
wrong.  If  the  latter  trouble,  there  is  hardly 
a  chance  thai  you  would  avoid  it  by  putting 
chicks  In  bouse. 

Raising  Cochins.  (K.  B.)— "  Could  you 
not  give  in  your  paper  an  article  on  treatment 
and  raUIng  of  Cochins,  or  recomnirnd  a  good 
book}'"  —  I  don't  understand  wliether  Mr.  B. 
wants  an  article  on  mating  Cochins  or  one  on 
practical  care  of  Cochins.  We  bad  an  article 
on  mating  I'artrldge  Cochins  (Mr.  B.'s  vari- 
ety) In  the  Issue  of  the  paper  for  Jan.  la, 
lf»02.  In  iny  experience  with  IJuff  and  Par- 
tridge Cochin  chicks  I  found  lliem  lljc  hardi- 
est of  all  chicks.  This,  I  think.  Is  the  general 
verdict.  The  old  fowN,  like  all  Asiatics,  do 
best  when  given  a  fair  allowance  of  jard 
rcoro,  and  required  to  take  consblerable  cxer- 
cUe.  They  can  be  kept  quite  contented  In 
close  quarter*,  but  are  not  apt  to  either  lay 
well  or  breed  well  when  so  kept.  Aside  from 
giving  room  and  exercise,  and  of  the«e  Ihcy 
require  no  more  than  all  fowls  ought  to  have, 
enough  because  of  their  phlegniallc  leniper- 
ainent  they  are  less  likely  than  others  to  take 


exercise  voluntarily,  their  treatment  need  not 
be  much  different  from  ibat  of  other  fowls. 
When  I  kept  Asiatics  closely  confined  I  fed 
little  corn,  but  on  grass  range  I  give  ihem  a 
full  feed  of  cracked  corn  daily,  except  in  very 
warm  weather. 

How  Many  Hens  Can  He  Keep?  ^^^ 
O.  W.)  —  "1  have  a  square  lot  coutaiuing  one 
and  three-q  iarlers  acres,  which  I  am  going  to 
give  up  entirely  to  hens.  Will  a  four  foot 
fence  around  the  whole  lot  keep  tbe  hens  in? 
How  many  hens  will  that  lot  keep  con- 
tentedly ?"— That  depends  upon  the  method 
and  to  some  extent  upon  the  nature  and  con- 
dition of  the  land.  By  intensive  methods  one 
might  keep  as  many  as  SOO  or  900  on  a  lot  of 
this  area,  and  by  keeping  them  well  supplied 
with  green  food  and  animal  food,  and  funiish- 
ing  suitable  opponuiiity  for  exercise,  could 
keep  the  fowls  contented  and  thrifty.  The 
care  of  such  a  flock  so  kept  would  take  one 
man's  entire  time.  If  the  fowls  are  given 
big  grass  yards  that  will  admit  of  poul- 
try keeping  requiring  little  of  the  owner's 
limn,  the  space  at  command  is  enough  for  150 
to  200  hens.  It  would  be  better  to  begin  with 
the  smaller  number,  and  not  to  go  much 
above  it  except  in  emergencies. 

Chicks  Do  Not  Feather.  (E.  B.)— 
am  raising  Rhode  Island  Reds  and  Partridge 
Cochins.  3Iany  of  the  young  chicks  six  to 
eight  weeks  old  are  bare  of  feathers  on  the 
wings  and  many  parts  of  the  body,  while 
others  are  full  feathered.  What  is  the  reason? 
Is  it  some  neglect  on  my  part?'" — Failure  of 
chicks  to  feather  rapidly  and  evenly  is  one  of 
the  common  troubles  of  poultry  growers  of 
short  experience.  It  is  probably  due  to  a 
combination  of  unfavorable  conditions  rather 
than  to  any  one  marked  cause.  Looking  back 
over  my  own  experience  I  recall  that  half 
bare  chicks  and  weak  chicks  with  drooping 
wings  troubled  me  a  good  deal  at  first,  but 
were  very  rare  after  the  first  few  years. 
Those  I  have  had  recently  have  with  scarce 
au  excepiion,  been  bred  from  birds  known 
not  to  be  in  good  breeding  condition.  I  used 
to  think  tbe  feed  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with 
it.  Perhaps  it  has,  but  that  does  not  appear 
so  plainly  as  the  fact  that  the  chicks  of  weak 
jiarents  not  only  fail  to  feather  properly,  but 
what  feathers  Ihey  grow,  and  all  feathers  as 
they  grow,  are  apt  to  fail  in  color.  From  this 
I  judge  that  the  jdace  to  begin  to  provide 
against  poor  feathering  is  in  the  breeiling  pen. 

Keeping  Males  Through  Molting.  (E. 
B.)— "It  is  now  time  lo  separate  the  cocks 
from  the  hens.  Having  bad  last  year  a  bad 
c.vperience  with  them,  I  would  like  lo  know 
how  to  arrange  to  prevent  the  terrible  fight- 
ing amongst  them.  One  can't  very  well  shut 
up  every  rooster  separately."— This  question 
in  substance  was  answered  in  the  last  issue  of 
the  paper.  My  own  method  of  carrying  over 
males,  when  1  sometimes  kept  over  quite  a 
number  of  Ihem,  was  either  to  let  them  run 
with  a  small  pen  of  hens  or  with  a  yard  of 
chicks.  If  we  had  not  room  for  all  that  way 
we  put  a  part  of  the  males  in  small  coops,  and 
occasionally  changed  birds  from  i>eus  lo  coop, 
and  vice  versa,  thus  not  keeping  any  one  bird 
closely  confined  for  long  at  a  time.  An  old 
cock  bird  can  be  run  with  a  lot  of  miniature 
pullets,  and  will  not  annoy  them  as  a  cockerel 
might.  Asiatic  cockerels  put  by  themselves 
with  a  lot  of  chicks  will  frequently  mother 
the  chicks  as  well  as  any  hen  could.  Other 
cockerels  sometimes  do  so  too,  but  it  is  not  so 
common. 

Peculiar  Sore  Foot.  (.Mrs.  W.  W.)— '-I 
want  to  ask  you  about  a  dise.ase  of  the  foot. 
I  first  noticed  it  In  a  male  bird  I  had  bonghi. 
It  commem  ed  al  the  toenail,  swelled  up  jiilo 


600  JAN.,  FEB.  and  MARCH 


Never  Before  Have  We  Had  Such  a 
Promising  Lot  of  Yoiingscers. 


OUR  SHOW  KECORDS  SINCE  3  802  PROVE 
OUR   STOCK   IS  THE   WIXXIXG  KIND. 

Descripiive  Calal..giie  Free.      A  few  Breeders  f.ir  sale. 


S.  C.  Wliite  Leghorns  White  Plymouth  Rocks 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks  White  Wyandottes 

Black  Minorcas  Light  Brahmas 

Also  Angora  Goats  and  Rat  Dogs. 

ELM  POULTRY  YARDS,  Box  r.  Hartford  Ct. 


the  toe,  and  on  up  into  the  foot.  Had  a  secre- 
tion that  was  very  odorous.  Then  the  toes 
turned  black  and  seemed  to  decay  entirely. 
It  was  not  like  bumble  foot  or  anything  that 
I  have  ever  read  description  of.  The  birds 
affected  with  this  disease  died."'— Had  there 
been  but  a  single  case  of  this,  it  would  be 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  toe  of  the  fowl 
had  been  injured,  and  the  injury  being 
neglected,  mortification  had  set  in  and 
extended  lo  other  parts  of  the  foot.  It  is 
possible  that  this  is  the  explanation,  though 
there  was  more  than  one  case.  As  to  tbe 
probability  of  that  I  could  judge  better  had  I 
a  more  complete  anil  detailed  report  of  tbe 
trouble  as  seen  in  Mrs.  W."s  flock. 

Thin  Shelled  Eggs.  (Mrs.  W.  W.)  — 
••For  some  lime  the  ?hells  on  the  eggs  are  so 
thin  and  tough  they  can  be  crushed  all  over 
the  egg  with  the  least  pressure,  and  a  boiled 
egg  cannot  be  cut  open  in  the  usual  way  with- 
out crushing  in  the  hand.  Then  in  hatching 
the  inside  lining  of  the  shell  seems  so  tough 
the  shell  crushes  and  the  chicken  cannot  get 
through.  The  laying  hens  have  access  lo 
oyster  shells  and  grit  at  all  times."'  —  If  1 
understand  this  case,  as  staled,  the  hens  of 
the  flock  in  general  lay  eggs  with  poor  shells 
as  described,  though  well  supplied  wilh  oyster 
shell.  I  don't  think  I  ever  knew  of  such  a 
case — that  is,  of  a  flock  laying  poor  shelled 
eggs  when  well  supplied  with  shell  material. 
Occasionally  hens  in  such  a  flock  have  some 
trouble  of  the  oviduct  that  prevents  the 
proper  coating  of  the  egg  in  the  oviduct  with 
shell,  but  I  never  knew  of  a  whole  flock —  not 
even  a  small  one  so  affected,  if  this  corre- 
spondent's flock  is  I  want  her  to  give  us  a  full 
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COMPETKNT  >XA>  AGi:ii,  experienced  in  all 
branches  ]i"iiliry.  wants  to  make  change.  Cor- 
res|ii)ndeiice  invited  from  owuers  desiring  practical 
man ;  new  plam  i>n  ferret).      Address  Kdilor  K.-P. 

POLl.TKV  News.  J-^ic.  per  vr.  wants  uriKii 
a  nicies.  Williams  A  Metlar.New  Brunswick.  .\  . 

F.\NC1KK  au-i    pouitryin;iu.  many    >ears  e>. 
w.iuld  like  loeoninimiicate  wilh  i»"arties  lliinK:  _ 
of  starliniT  poultry  plains,  or  wiih  Ihose  dir-sati^i  I 
witli  results  on  lii'-'ir  plants.    AddressK..  caiel'.-l'^ 

MAKKIKI>  ujaii  "wants  posili-in  a>  w  ..rking  i!  :  ;;- 
airer  of  large  duck  farm:  tlmrtiughiv  ex;  e- 
rieuced  in  all  pans:  incubation,  brooding.faltiiig  an  l 
dressiug.     Address  Duck  Man.  care  Farni-Ponit!  y. 


ANTED.    A  sitting  of  pea  lieu  eggs. 

I.  llciliert  .lohnsion.  Clayton.  N.Y. 


■\H^.\NTED.  strictly  fresh  eggs.  Highest  \c" 
?  T  York  market  prices  paid  al  yuuir  express  office. 

(no  dednctious).  Oavi'd  Carrulliers. 

 -itiT  Dekalb.     venue.  l!r«iokl.\n.  N.Y. 

W^ANTEl),  poultry  manager,  one  who  thorou(:li- 
»T    ly  understands<lucks  aud  chickens:  g<»od  place 

for  right  man.    .\ddress,  Chesepeake  Pimllry  taini, 

 Chase.  Marylai  d. 

POSITION  as  manager  up-to-date  poultry  plan!. 
l-onLM-xpcri'-nco.  References.  N.E.N..  earo  F.-l', 

\cri\'E  :ind  iiidusii'ions  young  man  experienced 
in  farmini:,        aud  hroi'lei  s.  wishes  position. 
  H.  Mingst.  Cedar  Itrook.  X.-l. 
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ft  1  l'^  U  100  for  pun  While  \V>andoiie 

•^-tt\r\t  ':,  per  cent  ferlile.  from  large 

hlockv ,  \  elloiv  li  gueil.  grand  laving  slock. 

C.  A.  Sleveiis  *  Co..  Bo.x  S.  Wilson,  N.  Y. 
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I'KF  breethMLT  binis  of  superior  iiierii  Jronj  n.; 

19i':ii>ens.  1.)  make  rooni  f"r  cliicks. 
Dr.  N.  \V.  SaiiliMi  ii.  lli.x        Ilellinghani.  Alass. 
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statement  of  conditions  under  wbich  the  floclv 
Uas  been  kept,  feeding,  etc.  Woulil  also  ask 
nny  olbers  wbo  may  have  bad  similar  cases  to 
send  in  their  experiences. 

To  Cure  Cat  of  Killing  Chicks.  (A.  K. 
S.)— "Is  there  a  method  known  by  which  a 
cat  that  has  once  formed  the  habit  of  killing 
and  eating  young  chickens  can  be  cured  of  the 
habit— without  killing  the  cat?"— I  know  of 
none.   Some  reader  may  be  able  to  give  one. 

Blind  Cliicks.  (E.  S.  E.)— "I  have  broods 
that  were  hatched  at  five  different  times,  and 
have  same  trouble  with  them  all.  I  have 
some  broods  that  Ike  hen  was  kept  shut  up, 
and  only  the  chickens  were  allowed  to  run  out 
for  a  week  after  hatch  was  taken  ofl".  Also 
have  some  where  hen  was  allowed  to  run  with 
chicks  from  the  start,  and  out  in  the  dew,  but 
there  has  been  more  cases  of  blind  chicks  in 
those  where  heu  was  confined  for  first  week. 
I  raised  chickens  last  year  this  same  way,  on 
different  ground,  from  same  stock,  and  never 
had  any  such  trouble  before.  Also  raise 
ctiickens  on  fresh  ground  every  year."  — It 
3Ir.  E.  has  previously  raised  chicks  from 
same  stock  by  same  method^,  with  other  con- 
ditions similar,  and  never  had  trouble  of  this 
kind,  it  is  more  probable  that  the  cause  of  the 
trouble  is  to  be  found  in  the  condition  of  the 
stock,  than  that  it  comes  from  drafty  coops 
or  any  of  the  common  external  causes  of  sore 
eyes  and  blindness  in  chicks.  If  the  birds  in 
his  breeding  pens  are  low  in  vitality,  or  if  any 
of  them  have  had  serious  colds,  the  chicks 
might  be  ea?ily  affected  by  atmospheric  con- 
ditions which  those  <^  more  rugged  constitu- 
tion seem  none  the  worse  for. 


NEWS  NOTES. 


Mr.  AV.  .S.  Harris,  of  Mansfield,  Mass., 
recently  sent  a  shipment  of  K.  I.  Red  eggs  to 
Sweden. 


The  Goslings  Still  Growing. 

In  the  June  1st  is-uc,  page  26G,  the  editor 
gave  a  brief  account  of  the  growth  for  the 
first  month  of  a  brood  of  Toulouse  goslings. 

June  22d,  when  these  goslings  were  weiglie.l 
ag;iin,  the  weights  were:  — 12  lbs.  2  ozs.,  11 
lbs.  12  ozs.,  11  lbs.  S  ozs.,  11  lbs.  2  ozs.,  10  lbs. 
13  ozs..  10  lbs.  8  ozs.,  10  lbs.,  9  lbs.  U4  ozs.,  8 
lbs.  8  oz.  Total,  96  lbs.  S.J  ozs.  Average,  10 
lbs.  11  oz.  

List  of  Shows  in  Next  Issue. 

It  had  been  intended  and  announced  that 
the  classified  li^t  of  show  dates  would  appear 
in  this  issue,  but  the  preparation  of  that  list 
was  unavoidedly  delayed.  The  list  will  be  in 
the  next  issue,  and  in  every  issue  thereafter 
to  the  close  of  the  show  season. 


The  Bergen  County  Poultry,  Pigeon  and 
Pet  Stock  Association  will  hold  its  second 
show  Dec.  17—19,  at  Hackensack,  X.  J .  Geo. 
]Maliie,  Jr.,  sec'y. 


The  Big  Rapids  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Club 
will  hold  its  annual  show  Dec.  7—12.  at  Big 
Rapids,  Mich.  Theo.  Hewes,  judge;  B.  W. 
Fellows,  sec'y. 


Announcement  is  made  of  the  sale  of  the 
Ne>r  England  Farmer  to  Mr.  J.  G.  Ullery, 
of  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  and  the  removal  of  the 
publication  oflice  to  that  place. 


The  Springfield  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock 
Association  has  secured  as  judges  at  its  show 
Dec.  14—18,  T.  E.  Orr.  I.  K.  Felch,  H.  B. 
May,  A.  F.  Pierce,  M.  F.  Delano,  J.  F.  Wat- 
son, C.  A.  Ballon,  C.  E.  Twombly,  and  Geo. 
II.  Xorthup. 


The  AVest  Brookfield  Poultry  Association 
will  hold  its  first  show  at  West  Brookfield, 
Mass.,  in  the  town  hall,  Dec.  1-5—17.  C.  A. 
Baltou,  judge.  This  will  be  a  ribbon  show 
with  liberal  classification,  and  cash  specials. 
E.  L.  Richardson,  sec'y. 

The  Xorth  Carolina  Poultry  Association 
will  hold  its  third  annual  exhibition  at  High 
Point,  y.  C,  Dec.  29— Jan.  i.  George  O. 
Brown  and  Ben.  S.  Myers,  judges;  J.  W.  L. 
Thompson,  sec'y,  Burlington,  2s.  C. 


International  Water  Fowl  Asso= 
ciation. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  International 
Water  Fowl  Association  is  hereby  called  for 
Wednesday  evening,  September  30th,  at  Tren- 
ton, N.  J.,  during  fair  week.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  freely  and  enter  strongly. 
By  order  of  the  president. 

Theo.  Jager,  Sec'y-treas. 
Pinegrove,  Pa.,  April  29,  "03. 

Harding's  New  Poultry  Supply 
Book. 

It  is  a  fine  book  that  George  L.  Harding, 
the  poultry  supply  man,  of  Binghamton,  X. 
Y.,  has  just  taken  off  the  press,  and  is  sending 
out  to  his  long  list  of  patrons.  The  front 
cover  page  is  a  beautiful  poultry  and  farm 
scene  in  colors,  with  L'ncle  Sam,  the  Harding 
trade  mark,  a  prominent  feature.  Then  fol- 
lows a  character  for  the  proprietor  by  the 
Binghamton  Trust  Co.,  and  the  book  closes 
with  an  enthusiastic  recommendation  by  the 
mayor  of  the  city —  two  things  which  are 
hardly  necessary  to  any  poultryman  who  has 
bought  and  used  the  Harding  goods.  The 
book,  all  the  way  through,  smells  of  poultry 
from  egg  to  egg  again.  It  is  gotten  up  in 
such  attractive  form,  both  as  to  subject  matter 
and  copious  illustrations,  that  every  fancier 
must  be  interested  in  it.  There  is  something 
said  of  each  of  the  many  poultry  preparations 
for  which  Mr.  Harding  is  noted,  and  there  is 
just  a  reasonable  number  of  testimonials 
inserted — words  of  commendation  which  are 
to  the  point,  and  come  from  those  who  know 
by  experience  how  the  Harding  goods  help  a 
man  along  in  the  poultry  business.  It  is  a 
good  book  for  poultry  people  to  have,  and  it 
doesn't  cost  anything.  Mention  is  made  of  it 
in  a  new  Harding  advertisement  elsewhere. 
Consult  and  write  for  it. 


Mr.  Edward  T.  Brown,  of  Reading,  Eng., 
son  of  Mr.  Edward  Brown,  the  well  known 
English  authority  on  poultry  matters,  and 
associated  with  him  in  poultry  educational 
work,  is  visiting  this  country  to  study  Ameri- 
can methods.  June  16  we  had  a  pleasant  call 
from  him.  Before  returning  to  England  he 
will  visit  Canadian  points,  and  as  far  west  as 
Chicago. 


The  Amesbury  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock 
Association  will  hold  its  tenth  annual  show 
in  City  Hall,  Xewburyport,  Mass.,  Dec.  16— 
18.  Judges,  C.  S.  Flanders,  A.  C.  Smith,  H.  S. 
Ball,R.  D.  Craft,  and  D.  A.  Goodwin,  Jr. 
M.  H.  Sands,  Amesbury,  Mass.,  sec'y. 


The  Freeport  (Maine)  Poultry  Association 
will  hold  its  first  exhibition  at  that  place  Dec. 
16  —  18,  1903.  The  association  has  a  large 
membership  of  fanciers  and  business  men, 
and  located  in  the  heart  of  a  poultry  growing 
section  there  is  reason  to  expect  a  successful 
show.  The  premium  list  is  now  in  course  of 
preparation,  and  correspondence  should  be 
addressed  to  the  secretary,  Geo.  P.  Coffin, 
Freeport,  Maine. 

The  Southeastern  Wisconsin  Poultry  and 
Pet  Stock  Association  will  hold  its  sixth 
annual  exhibition  in  the  Opera  House,  at 
Delavan,  Wisconsin,  January  25  —  30,  1904. 
The  last  exhibition  of  the  association  was 
highly  successful.  The  entries  were  much 
larger  than  ever  before,  over  twice  as  much 
money  was  given  out  in  regular  and  special 
premiums  than  at  any  previous  show,  and  all 
claims  against  the  association  were  promptly 
paid.  After  many  requests  the  association 
has  decided  to  admit  pigeons  next  January, 
and  Mr.  L.  A.  Jansen,  of  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
has  been  engaged  to  judge  them.  Mr.  W.  S. 
Russell,  of  Otturawa,  Iowa,  will  pass  upon 
the  poultry. 


Few  people  know  just  what  to  do  for  MOULTING  FOWLS. 

We  were  a  long  time  finding  out  just  what  was  best.  We 
know  now  ;  so  does  eveiyone  else  who  has  ever  tried 

STAR  MOULTINE 

ki'^t  ^t?""  Products  it  works  to  perfection  when  moulting  time  comes, 

siar  moultine  n1at:es  chickens  get  down  to  business,  finish  moulting,  and  get  back 
romptly  to  their  fall  work  of  laying  e jgs.   Try  it  just  once  and  you  never  again  will  be 
".ihout  It.    -Money  back  it  not  satished.     Price  25c.  per  lb.,  by  mail,  40c.     If  you 
Keep    lowls  send  us  your  address  and  we  will  send  you  our  catalogue  of  Incubators, 
Brooaers  and  Supphes.   There  are  things  in  it  you  need. 

STAR  INCUBATOR  &  BROODER  OO.,  Bound  Brook,  M.  J. 

  New  York  :  216  Fuhon  St. 


Mr.    Heck    Replies  to  fir. 
Gardner. 


Editor  Fakm-Poultry  :— I  would  like  to 
say  just  a  few  words  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Gardner's  thoughtless  and  prejudiced  remarks 
in  the  last  issue  of  Farm-Poultry. 

Referring  to  the  making  of  the  .Standard  for 
Barred  Rocks,  he  says  :  "Men  who  have  been 
breeding  Barred  Rocks  for  years,  and  made  a 
life  study  of  the  breed,  would  come  nearer  to 
getting  a  good  description  of  that  variety  than 
would  a  committee  composed  of  White  Rock 
breeders."  He  thus  intimates  that  the  sub- 
committee referred  to  was  made  up  of  White 
Rock  breeders,  and  in  his  next  statement 
admits  that  two  of  the  three  members  were 
not  open  to  this  criticism,  and  were  com- 
petent; all  of  which  shows  that  no  pretext, 
however  flimsy,  is  too  groundless  to  use  as  a 
basis  for  criticism.  Mr.  Gardner  names  three 
men,  who  in  his  opinion,  would  have  been 
better  fitted  for  memliership  upon  the  com- 
mittee than  the  writer.  One  of  the  three — Mr. 
Bright— happens  to  express  his  views  on  the 
same  page  of  Farm-Poultry,  and  next  pre- 
ceding Mr.  Gardner's  remarks.  Mr.  Bright 
says  :  "  There  is  really  no  black  in  the  plum- 
age of  a  good  specimen  of  our  modern  Barred 
Plymouth  Rock."  Mr.  Gardner  says :  "  I 
believe  that  black  and  gray  describe  the  colors 
of  the  Barred  Rock  as  bred  today."  Here  is 
Mr.  Gardner's  own  authority  directly  con- 
tradicting him,  and  there  are  many  others  too 
numerous  to  mention  who,  like  Jlr.  Bright, 


are  not  White  Rock  breeders,  and  who  belong 
to  the  class  described  by  Mr.  Gardner  as 
"  having  bred  Barred  Rocks  for  years,  and 
made  a  life  study  of  the  breed." 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  they  are  not  subject 
to  the  criticism  applied  to  me  by  Mr.  Gardner, 
it  would  be  interesting  to  know  to  what  he 
attributes  their  opposition  to  his  views. 
Another  point  overlooked  by  Mr.  Gardner  is 
the  fact  that  the  committee  was  making  a 
Standard  for  Barred,  White,  and  Buff'  Rocks, 
and,  if  possible,  a  specialty  breeder  of  each 
should  liave  been  upon  the  committee.  But 
does  Mr.  Gardner  maintain  that  there  are  no 
competent  judges  of  Barred  Rocks,  or  men 
competent  to  take  part  in  making  a  Standard, 
except  the  limited  few  who  are  breeding  the 
best  specimens  at  the  present  time? 

The  writer  has  not  bred  Barred  Rocks  for 
several  years,  but  has  in  the  past  few  years 
especially  paid  particular  attention  to  the 
breed,  buring  that  time  I  have  seen  and 
handled  Barred  Rocks  in  the  yards  of  nearly 
every  prominent  breeder  in  America,  east  and 
west  :  have  seen  the  breeding  birds,  have  seen 
and  learned  the  methods  of  mating  in  these 
vards,  have  seen  young  stock  from  them,  and 
have  seen  matured  "birds  from  different 
matings.  I  have  seen  and  handled  at  some 
time  the  best  Barred  Rocks  at  almost  every 
show  in  the  United  Slates  of  any  importance. 
Mr.  Gardner  cannot  say  as  much.  I  have  seen 
birds  in  his  yards  and  at  shows,  and  at  his 
solicitation  havegiven  him  information  regard- 
ing the  breed  in  other  breeders'  yards,  and  in 
other  sections  of  the  country,  and  such  infor- 
mation as  a  breeder  should  have  before  he  is 
competent  to  make  a  Standard  for  the  breed. 
This  mav  all  seem  like  parading  one's  knowl- 
edge or' posing  as  a  know-it-all,  but  it  will 
have  to  go  at  that.  I  don't  know  how  to  state 
the  case"more  truthfullv.  FraJCK  Heck. 
Chicago,  111.,  June  19, 1903. 


BANNER  LICE  AND  VERMIN  KILLER  { 

l^i  1«  kii,.i-..niic-  and  verniiu  on  PouUrr,  Cats  or  Dogs.  It  does  its  J 
w^^^u'i,;s,antly:o,d  never  fails,  ^ly.-VPii^lL^o:^^^^?'^'^^^  {Z'l  I 


or  iininials  but 'lire  dealli  to  the  veiniin.  Prices..,.,..  .,   -  ,  -  ^ 

.5)c  !  icO  oi.  Sl.bO.    1£  sent  by  mail  add  1  cent  extra  for  each  ounce  for  ^ 

CO,,        Dept.  I.  ^ 


postal:-- 

EXCELSIOK  ^VIKK  *  ^{™^e|^^^w  York  City: 


W. 


,  ia's>.  i'i"i'. 


Place   your   orders   at   Headquarters,  and   get  the  Genuine 

WYGKOFF'S  White  Leghorns 

From  America's  Finest  Poultry  Farm, 

THE  BANNER  strain' irwilffLMRNS'  OF  AMERICA, 

for  «ale,  in  cockerels,  iiullets  and  yeailintt  bens.  ^ 

EGGS  FOR  HATCHING  a  Specialty, 

■      .  -ir.in-  nn  from  U  of  our  verv  best  and  most  carefullv  selected  matings.  Tliey 

In  any  quantity,  f™"' ""f  "J'vf™^^^^  (.„r  prices  are  riglit.  Circular  free. 

«,„„oyou.^.^Ku.d>>  _.e,u^=^n^o«^.m^^  POuAkY   FARM,  Aurora.  Cayuga  Co..  Y. 


Bantam   Specials  at  Trenton. 

Offered  under  the  auspices  of  the  Xational 
Bantam  Association  : — 

Silver  cup  for  best  Bantam  in  show. 

82.50  cash  for  best  Game  Bantam  male  in 
show. 

S'2.50  cash  for  best  Game  Bantam  female 
in  show. 

82.50  cash  for  best  ornamental  Bantam 
female  in  show. 

82. .50  cash  for  best  ornamental  Biwitara  male 
in  show. 


JOSEPH  BRECK  ^  SONS, 

51  North  Market  St.,     -  -    Boston,  3Iass. 


The  most  economical  and  scientific  method 
of  fatting  poultry  for  market  is  by  the  use  of 

MIDLAND  POULTRY  FEEDS 

And     STUFFING  MACHINE. 

Write  I"r  circulars  aiiii  prices. 

WE  ARE  HEADQUABTEES  FOB  ALL 

Poultry  Supplies. 
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Mrs.  Elliott  Answers  Mr.  Gregory's 

Questions. 


riARKET  REVIEW. 

(ContinueU  fruin  i>a^e 
and  a  very  considerable  part  of  the  week's 
business  has  been  in  that  range.   Some  lots, 
especially  from  the  southwest,  have  been  so 
poor  as  to  sell  down  to  13S134c. 

It  has  not  been  difficult  to  maintain  13^S14c. 
for  fine  candled  dirties.  Most  of  the  dirties 
are  grading  Xo.  2,  and  these  are  selling  mainly 
at  12fil3c.,  with  not  enough  demand  to  lake 
all  that  are  offering.  Poor  culis  go  down  to 
$2.70e$3  per  case. 

Dressed  Poultry. 
Receipts  for  the  week  ending  today  (Tues- 
day) 4.054  packages,  against  3,5.i7  packages 
same  lime  last  week.  The  late  se\''ere  rains 
and  floods  in  the  far  west  and  southwest  have 
materially  Interfered  with  collections,  anit 
supplies  of  fresh  killed  poultry  on  this  market 
have  been  very  light. 

Fresh  killed  fowls  were  very  firm  at  the 
beginning  of  the  week  under  review,  on  the 
basis  of  15c.  for  straight  lots  as  they  run, 
with  selections  bringing  Jc.  more.  The  high 
prices  materially  curtailed  the  consumptive 
demand,  and  trading  toward  the  close  of  the 
week  was  exceeding  slow,  though  the  very 
light  arrivals  enabled  holders  to  clean  up 
about  everything  received  at  comparatively 
full  figures.  This  week  opened  on  Monday 
with  a  slight  increase  in  supplies  from  nearby 
western  points,  and  invoices  indicated  some 
Increase  in  shipments,  more  especially  frorj 
Indiana  and  Illinois,  but  scarcely  any  fd 
western  or  southwestern  poultry  received  so 
far,  and  doubtful  if  many  can  get  through 
this  week.  Prices  declined  about  4c.  on  Mon- 
day, and  while  held  fairly  steady,  the  demand 
was  moderate.  At  the  close  on  Tuesday  a 
fair  quantity  of  fresh  stock  came  in,  and  some 
of  Monday's  late  deliveries  had  to  be  carried 
over:  trading  was  exceedingly  slow,  but  hold- 
ers Inclined  to  regard  the  outlook  as  fairly 
steady.  Old  roosters  in  moderate  supply,  but 
only  moderately  active  at  lOjc. 

Jsearby  spring  chickens  have  been  fairly 
plenty,  and  with  only  a  moderate  demand 
prices  have  ruled  easier  with  Philadelphia,  3 
to  4  lbs.  average  to  the  pair,  lots  freely  offered 
at  the  close  at  30a52c. ;  do.  24  to  3  lbs.  average 
to  the  pair,  26e28c. ;  small  broilers,  2  lbs. 
average  to  the  pair,  40fio0c.  per  pair;  state 
and  Pennsylvania,  3  to  4  lbs.  average  to  the 
pair,  per  lb.  26a2Sc. ;  do.  mixed  sizes,  24S2.5C., 
and  Baltimore,  dry  picked,  2  lbs.  average  to 
the  pair,  24S25c.  Westeru  spring  chickens 
have  shown  some  increase  in  the  supplies, 
and  with  wet  unfavorable  weather  demand 
has  been  slow  and  prices  easier;  dry  picked 
lots  especially  have  ruled  slow,  and  24a25c. 
per  pound  difficult  to  exceed  for  average  best 
lots  at  the  close.  Scalded  western  broilers 
have  sold  rather  better  than  dry  picked  when 
well  grown  and  plump,  and  quotable  up  to 
24<'.,  In  Instances  a  shade  higher,  but  small 
jrestern  broilers  very  dull  and  weak  at  20c. 
per  pound.  Quite  a  good  many  small  south- 
ern broilers  arriving,  and  have  bad  to  be  cut 
right  down  to  IGfilSc.  to  attract  any  attention. 
Nearby  spring  ducks  have  been  In  fair  supply, 
but  demand  has  improved,  and  at  the  close 
the  lone  Is  firmer  at  ITjc.  for  eastern  and 
Long  Island,  and  164aiTc.  for  Pennsylvania, 
Jersey,  and  Virginia  lots. 

Fresh  killed  turkeys  in  fair  supply,  but 
showing  Irregular  quality,  and  average  best 
loLs  offering  at  liSlSc. 

Tame  squabs  have  been  fairly  plenty,  and 
only  motler.iiely  active,  but  iiriees  held  about 
steady  at  $2.75  per  dozen  for  large  while, 
12.25 'for  mixed  lots,  and  $IS>0  for  dark. 
Live  Poultry. 
Receipts  for  the  week  ending  today  (Tues- 
day) 23  c;irloads  of  western.  3  cars  of  soulh- 
we»iern,and  7  cars  of  southern  by  freight, 
and  about  3  cars  by  express.  The  rainy 
weather  prevailing  much  of  the  time  late 
bag  interfered  with  the  outlet  for  sprlnf; 
chlekenii,  and  with  liberal  BUpplles  and  slocks 
accumulating  prices  have  ruled  decidedly 
lower  with  20c  about  lop  for  nearby  anil 
western,  and  16c.  for  toulhern  at  Ihe  close. 
Fowls  did  not  clean  up  closely  lasl  week,  but 
with  supplies  (or  ibts  week  not  considered 
txi  csslve  prl<-es  have  been  bcM  fairly  steady 
al  Hn.  Roo-tciis  only  innilerately  ai  live,  and 
prices  declined  tu  9  ■.  on  Jlonday  of  ihls  week. 
Turkeys  In  moderate  supplv,  and  w  hile  only 
a  few  are  wanted,  prin)e  lots  li-nve  been 
steadily  held  at  eeneraily  12c.  Ducks  and 
geese  continue  in  moderate  supply,  but  qual- 
ity Irregular.  We  ijuoie  ducks,  aver»ge  west- 
ern,  per  pair,  sO.  a^t;  ,io.,  southern  and 
souttiwestern.  7'»n>'0c. ;  gi-csc,  average  west- 
ern, p.r  pair.  ^;1.12'>*1.25;  d. I.,  southern  and 
soullnvestern,  I*Ji-.'ff^l.  Prime  old  live 
pliieons  in  fair  dcni  ind  and  steady  al  30c.  per 
p.ilr.  but  young  birds  conlluue  dull  and  freely 
uffrred  al  25o.  per  pair. 


Vw\^  D  I  T  O  R  Farm-Poci.- 
f^^L  mLj  ---^•'^  TRY  : —  When  I  opened 
H^B^BT^^  my  FaR-M-Poultry 
^^I^BH  l|       almost  the  first  thing 

^^^1^  Wr      ^^"^  caught  my  eye  was 
Mr.  W.  D.  Gregory's  ar- 
t'cle.   I  did  not  expect 
-JJStf.  ■SsS'        anyone  raising  poultry 
on  as  large  a  scale  as  he,  would  notice  the 
makeshifts  of  a  woman,  but  I  will  endeavor 
to  answer  his  questions  from  my  experience. 

By  gangway  I  suppose  he  means  just  a 
board  with  strips  across  for  the  chicks  to 
climb,  the  same  I  had  made  for  my  first 
brooder,  and  had  the  same  trouble  he  com- 
plains of.  The  chicks  would  not  slop  to  run 
down,  but  those  behind  crowd  those  in  front, 
and  they  just  tumble  off  in  a  heap,  with  the 
same  results  he  complained  of.  I  had  the 
spout  made  solid  of  six  inch  boards,  making 
a  tube  or  spout  6x4  inches,  with  six  one  inch 
holes  bored  in  one  side,  which  gives  just  light 
enough  for  them  to  see  their  way  down. 
When  one  chick  gets  into  the  top  he  shuts  off 
the  light,  another  one  will  not  follow  until  the 
first  one  gets  down  far  enough  for  him  to  see 
light,  so  they  go  down  very  orderly,  and  have 
never  had  them  crowd  in  the  spouts,  and  this 
is  the  third  year  I  have  used  them.  The  pit 
he  speaks  of  is  all  right  in  soil  where  it  will  be 
dry,  but  in  our  soil  in  a  wet  season  would  be 
full  of  water.  My  first  yards  for  chicks  were 
made  of  wire  netting,  but  the  chicks  were  dis- 
contented, always  tryiijg  to  get  out.  I  had 
the  lath  feeding  yards  made  with  a  hole  large 
enough  for  a  two  pound  chick  to  go  through. 
This  I  close  entirely  the  first  three  weeks.  The 
spout  from  the  brooder  opens  into  this.  I  do 
not  let  them  out  of  these  small  lath  yards  until 
three  weeks  old.  The  yard  is  light,  and  I 
move  brooder  and  yard  onto  clean  ground 
often.  After  I  let  them  out  I  just  enlarge  the 
hole  a  little,  as  they  grow,  and  they  always  go 
in  and  out  to  their  brooder  through  their  yard 
until  old  enough  to  roost.  It  seems  to  be  a 
better  landmark  for  them  than  anything  else 
I  ever  contrived  before;  at  least  I  have  no 
trouble  in  teaching  them  the  way  home  since  I 
commenced  using  t-he  lath  yards. 

As  to  the  water  jug  fitting  tight:  if  it  does 
not  I  cut  a  strip  of  asbestos  an  inch  wide  and 
wind  around  jug,  tacking  down  tight  to  floor 
of  brooder.  The  top  of  lamp  chimney  is  three 
inches  below  bottom  of  jug,  with  very  narrow- 
cracks  left  purposely  in  lamp  box,  not  enough 
to  let  in  much  cold,  but  enough  to  make  suf- 
ficient draft  to  carry  off  fumes.  I  get  along 
with  that. 

As  to  top  heat,  we  hear  a  great  deal  about 
top  heat,  but  1  do  not  think  it  necessary.  I  can 
keep  the  hover  at  any  heat  I  want  it  with  the 
jug.  There  is  a  great  deal  written  against 
bottom  heat.  The  lamp  below  the  jug  keeps 
the  bottom  of  brooder  not  hot,  but  warm 
enough  so  it  is  always  perfectly  dry.  Others 
around  me  who  use  expensive  brooders  with 
top  heat,  complain  of  wet  floors.  My  first 
attempt  with  a  brooder  was  in  1901.  I  put 
sixty  chicks  into  one  such  as  I  have  descrilied 
after  I  had  studied  on  them  and  eliminateil 
some  of  the  faults  Mr.  Gregory  speaks  of. 
When  they  were  ten  weeks  old  I  took  out  fifty- 
nine  chicks  that  weighed  an  average  of  two 
pounds  each,  sold  the  broilers,  and  put  the 
pullets  in  a  house  on  the  roost,  but  I  kept  them 
close  to  the  bouse  where  the  crows^dare  not 
come. 

When  Mr.  Gregory  says  he  stands  guard 
with  a  shotgun,  he  gives,  I  think,  the  only 
effectual  remedy.  Chicks  are  such  a  nuisance 
brought  up  around  the  house  that  I  irieil 
putting  mine  further  away  this  spring,  and 
when  I  roundeil  Iheni  up  this  morning  found 
over  fifty  nii'-sing.  There  has  been  only  one 
sick  and  died.  The  rest  have  just  kept^ctiniing 
up  missing.  I  huve  put  every  conceivable 
thing  on  for  a  scarecrow,  but  the  crows  have 
not  Scared  worth  a  cent;  they  have  just 
haunted  the  orchard  where  the  chicks  are  all 
the  lime.  My  hii^liand  loves  birds  and  hates 
to  shoot  even  a  crow,  but  they  have  not  only 
robbed  me  (if  my  i  hicks,  but  have  taken  nearly 
all  the  song  birds'  eggs  and  little  one-,  and 


literally  cleared  the  orchard  of  young  birds. 
We  have  decided  t-hat  the  shotgun  policy  is 
the  only  one  to  pursue  with  the  crows. 

As  to  dry  feeding,  I  have  not  tried  Cyphers 
chick  feed,  but  have  tried  nearly  everything 
else,  but  find  that  my  chicks  do  better  at  less 
expense  on  the  johnnycake  than  anything 
else.  It  is  considerable  work,  but  I  have  to 
put  work  in  the  place  of  capital  as  my  plant 
is  small,  and  I  have  to  make  it  self-supporting 
the  year  round  as  there  is  no  surplus  fund  to 
put  into  it.  If  I  cannot  make  a  profit  on  it  I 
would  have  to  give  it  up.  The  cooked  meal 
seems  to  be  more  satisfactory  and  makes 
them  gain  faster  than  the  same  amount  of 
money  put  in  any  other  feed.  I  feed  cracked 
corn  as  soon  as  they  are  old  enough,  and  fail 
to  soak  it  sometimes  when  hurried,  but  they 
gain  faster  when  it  is  soaked. 

I  like  the  hot  water  jug  best  when  I  want  a 
continuous  heat,  but  this  spring  the  nights 
were  cold,  and  the  days  hot,  the  brooders 
were  too  warm  with  the  lamp  in  day  time:  it 
took  so  long  to  heat  the  water  in  jug  at  night 
after  getting  cold  through  the  day,  I  took  out 
thejugs  and  turned  a  gallon  crock  over  the 
hole.  This  heats  up  quick  and  warms  the 
brooder  in  a  short  time. 

You  see  it  is  a  constant  study  with  me  how 
to  successfully  raise  my  chicks  at  as  small 
expense  as  possible.  Bro.  Gregory,  let  me 
whisper  to  you  :  I  think  a  man  is  no  match  for 
a  woman  in  taking  care  of  babies  if  she  loves 
the  babies,  (and  who  can  help  loving  the 
downy  little  things)  she  will  contrive  some 
way  to  make  them  comfortable  if  it  takes  all 
her  time,  and  she  sits  up  nights  to  do  so. 

Waterport,  2v.  T.     Mrs.  E.  .J.  Elliott. 


Not  a  Turkey  Picture. 

A  friend  in  a  personal  letter  calls  our  atten- 
tion to  the  turkey  cuts  on  the  first  page  of  the 
June  issue  of  the  Feather,  and  suggests  that 
we  start  a  subscription  for  a  leather  medal  for 
the  artist.  He  finds  fault  in  particular  with 
the  cut  labeled  White  Turkey.  This  is  unkind. 
The  artist  is  not  responsible  for  the  error  by 
which  the  cut  of  a  cross  bred  pigeon  with 
tuberculous  growth  on  upper  mandible  is  pre- 
sented to  the  world  as  a  delineation  of  a  White 
Turkey.  If  medals  are  in  order  let  us  have 
two — one  for  the  turkeys  and  one  for  the  pig- 
eon. We  don't  want  the  honor  of  taking  the 
subscriptions — still,  for  the  good  of  the 
cause  — 


Senil  for  Premium  List  Ic 


Mites  in  Poultry  House. 


Editor  Farm-Poultry:— Some  time  ago  I 
bought  a  farm.  There  is  a  hen  house  upon  it 
which  has  been  built  about  two  years,  and  the 
party  that  occupied  the  farm  before  kept  hens 
in  it.  This  week  I  happened  to  want  to  do 
some  repairs  in  the  hen  house.  To  my  surprise 
I  noticed  I  was  entirely  covered  with  little 
creeping  insects.  I  wondered  what  they  were. 
I  examined  closely,  and  found  that  in  every 
crevice  and  board  that  was  nailed  it  was  alive 
with  them.  They  were  very  small,  and  looked 
rather  white.  What  can  they  be?  I  have 
burned  sulphurtwice,  thinking  that  would  kill 
them,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  hurt  them.  I 
am  not  going  to  occupy  for  some  time.  What 
can  I  do  to  exterminate  them  ?  I  do  not  know 
what  they  are,  as  I  never  had  any  trouble  wilh 
my  coop.  Are  they  injurious?  Would  it  be 
wise  to  let  my  fowls  in  there  without  doing 
something  to  kill  those  parasites?  I  haVe 
heard  a  great  lot  about  mites  infesting  roosts. 
In  this  house  there  is  tar  paper  between  the 
boards,  also  roof.  There  are  lots  of  them  near 
it.  The  paper,  in  fact,  is  alive  with  them  in 
all  parts  of  the  house.  The  house  is  about 
thirty  feet  square,  L.  g. 


Whitewash  will  kill  all  the  mites  it  reaches. 
Those  which  go  to  the  crevices  could  perhaps 
be  reached  better  by  spraying  with  water  con- 
taining about  two  per  cent  chloro-naptholeum. 
Fumigating  was  probably  ineffective  because 
the  building  was  not  tight  enough  to  hold  the 
fumes.  Tar  paper  is  reputed  to  be  highly 
objectionable  to  lice  and  mites,  but  this  Is  not 
the  first  time  we  have  had  reports  of  their 
having  overcome  objections  to  it— if  they  ever 
had  any. 


"  He  Feel  Better." 

I  showed  my  machiue  full  of  newly  hatched 
chicks  to  one  of  our  worthy  citizens— a  Hun- 
garian. He  eyed  the  chicks  in  open  mouthed 
amazement  for  a  minute,  then  said  :  "He  one 
big  fool.  He  know  nottin'.  He  got  no 
modder.  She  come  out  er  shell  hees  modder 
roll  'im  over,  talk  to  'im,  he  feel  better. 

Dr.  Xottage. 


Fair  dealing  is  a  good  kind  of  advertising, 
and  like  other  varieties  of  good  advertising  it 
pays,  for  if  you  deal  fairiy  in  any  business 
transaction  with  a  man  —  or  woman  —  the 
secret  will  out. 

The  best  all  the  year  round  tonic  for  busi- 
ness is  good  advertising— taken  in  quantities 
to  suit  the  cafe.—  Agricultural  Advertising. 


J.  E.  GIFFOKD,  Sec, 
Room  17,  Walktr  liuiliiiuj.',  Worcester,  Mass. 


HERCULES  POULTRY  FENCE 

^Many  times  as  sironp:  as  regular  Poultrv 
Nnttiii;:.  Ala,].,  from  the  l)est  qiialitv  of  Galva'- 
nized  Steel  W  ire.  Set  Posts  2<i  fe^tapan  It 

WILL  NOT  SAG  OR  BUCKLE. 

■"■'''turn  Calves,  Hogs,  Dogs,  Wolves,  Rabbits 
and  Poultry.  No  top  or  bottom  rail  required. 
Size  of  Mesh,  2  inches.  Size  of  Wire,  Xo.  )2  at 
top  and  bottom;  interme<li!ite  line  wires,  Ko 
IG;  mesh  wires. No.  18.  Sold  at  Anti-Trust 
ffr/ces.  Als<i  a  full  line  iif  Farm  and  Ornate 
Fence.   Send  for  free  Catalogue.  Address, 

COtLED  SPRING  fENGEGO, 

PCX  83,  WInohestef,  Indiana,  U.  S.  4. 


C.  J.  FOCC,       -       Waltham,  Mass. 
C.        .  LEGHOHIN 


200-Egg  Incubator 

The  wonderful  simplicity  of  the  Wooden  Hen  and  the  greatly  increased 
production  forced  by  its  immense  sales,  makes  it  possible  to  ofTer  this  per- 
fect batcher  for  Sl'i.SO.  Self  regulating  and  guaranteed  to  batch  as  large 
a  percentage  of  eggs  as  any  other  hatcher  at  any  price.  Send  for  the  free 
ihustrated  catalogue  with  14  colored  views.  CEO.  H.  STAHL,  Quincy,  III. 


EXHIBITORS 

POULTRY  MEN  ^  ^ 
ALL  THE  PEOPLE 


^  i  THE  FAIR  for 
IS  THE  WORCESTER  FAIR. 
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floldy  Corn. 

Editor  Farm-Pocltky  :— I  liave noted  your 
remarks  about  moldy  corn.  3Iy  miller  tells 
me  that  this  trouble  will  decrease  rapidly 
from  now  on  through  the  summer  as  the  corn 
dries  out.  In  fact  I  have  not  seen  it  in  my 
corn  for  two  weeks.  The  best  way  is  to  buy 
corn  just  cracked,  and  use  it  up  rapidly.  My 
own  stock  has  not  suflered  in  the  least  from 
the  use  of  this  corn  ;  perhaps  because  the  corn 
was  not  allowed  to  become  very  moldy,  as  I 
carried  only  a  few  hundred  at  a  time,  and  used 
it  up  before  it  heated  very  much. 

Goshen,  Mass.         Dr.  H.  P.  Xottage. 


Trade' 


NAPCREOL 


-Mark 


A  FLUID  DISINFECTANT. 

KILLS  GERMS,        DESTROYS  ODORS,        PREVENTS  DISEASE. 

Cyphers  Incubator  Co.,  Buffalo,  y.  Y.  Andover,  5Iass„  Feb.  Tth,  1903. 

I  can  strongly  recommend  your  "Napcreol";  it  is  indeed  all  vou  claim 
for  it,  I  have  given  it  a  severe  test  as  a  mite  destroyer  and  it  did  the  work  to 
my  entire  satisfaction.  In  cases  of  scaly  legs,  it  is  a  sure  cure.  For  sweeten- 
ing  poultry  houses,  brooders  and  drinking  fountains,  it  Is  the  most  reliable 
disinfectant  I  have  yet  used.  Very  truly  yours,  C.  BRICAXXT,  M,  D,  Y, 
Prices;  Half-gallon  can.  S5c,  GaUon  can,  S1..50.  Ask  vour  dealer  for  Napcreol.  Agents  Wonted. 
(For  agency  apply  to  home  office,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.) 


BUFFALO, N  Y„ 

Factory  and  Hon 


CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 


I  OHIce. 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  CHICAGO,  ILL.,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y., 

34  Merchants  Row.  3  1  0  FiHh  Avenue.  23  Barclay  Street. 


The  White  Hinorca  Eye. 


1  HE '-.standard  of  Perfec- 
tion"'—  Edition  1903  — 
calls  for  a  '-dark  hazel" 
eye  in  a  White  Minorca. 
How  was  such  a  blunder 
made?  The  color  should 
be  orange  red.  The  eye 
is  not  red  like  the  blush  on  the  cheek,  or  the 
red  blood  from  a  spurting  artery,  or  a  blood 
red  eye.  It  is  not  bay,  like  the  color  of  a  b."iy 
horse.  Dark  hazel  meaus  the  color  of  the 
shell  of  a  dark  hazel  nut.  Who  can  show  me 
such  a  colored  eye  on  a  line  bred  pure  "White 
Minorca?  I  would  like  to  buy  such  a  bird  as 
a  curiosity.  Ask  a  poultry  judge  the  color  of 
a  White  Minorca  eye,  and  he  will  reply,  bay 
or  dark  hazel,  because  the  Standard  says  so. 
He  can't  show  me  a  bird  with  such  a  colored 
eye.  It  is  not  natural  to  the  breed.  Few  men 
know  the  shades  of  color;  many  are  color 
blind,  and  many  more  have  defective  vision, 
while  a  good  many  can  only  see  out  of  one  eye. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  know  who  caused 
such  a  color  to  be  placed  in  the  Standard  for 
White  Minorca  eyes.  Women  know  a  great 
deal  about  shades  of  color,  but  men  do  not. 
Have  the  same  blunders  been  perpetrated 
with  regard  to  other  breeds?  We  raise  from 
800  to  500  White  Minorca  chicks  every  year. 


and  never  saw  any  such  color  in  their  eye.  A 
young  chick's  eye  approaches  a  gray  green, 
and  gradually  changes  as  it  grows  older  to  a 
shade  approaching  the  color  of  an  orange  skin. 
Some  remain  gray  green.  We  were  led  to 
make  these  remarks  from  trying  for  several 
years  to  harmonize  the  color  of  a  White  Min- 
orca eye  with  the  Standard.  It  can't  be  done. 
We  wrote  to  several  judges  and  breeders  of 
White  3Iinorcas,  but  none  would  admit  that 
they  could  show  me  one  with  a  hazel  eye, 
much  less  a  dark  hazel  eye.  The  first  half  of 
the  Standard  deals  only  with  the  colors — bay, 
red,  and  hazel.  What  a  change  there  would 
be  in  the  Standard  if  a  lady  expert  were 
appointed  by  the  revision  committee  to 
examine  the  dilTerent  breeds  for  shade  of  eye 
color  natural  to  them,  and  her  report  adopted. 

Recently  we  had  a  lady  who  is  an  expert  on 
colors,  as  well  as  an  artist  of  national  reputa- 
tion, examine  the  color  of  the  eyes  of  White 
Minorcas,  White  Wyandottes,  and  White  Ply- 
mouth Rocks.  We  tried  to  have  eyes  typical 
of  the  breed  presented  for  her  consideration. 
She  declared  that  their  eyes  more  nearly 
approached  the  shade  of  color  represented  by 
an  orange  peeling  (orange  red)  than  any  other 
color.  S.  A.  McWiLLlAJls,  M.  D. 

Chicaso. 


questions  —  oU  for  one  doUar.  Of  course, 
too,  they  forget  to  enclose  stamp  for  reply, 
and  it  is  100  to  1  that  they  forget  to  send  you 
an  order. 

I  have  found  by  experience  that  the  person 
that  encloses  stamp  or  money  in  first  letter 
always  means  business,  and  they  are  the  ones 
that  are  satisfied  with  results,  and  come  back 
again. 

But  the  egg  for  hatching  trade  is  at  best 
unsatisfactory.  Most  people  seem  to  expect 
more  for  their  money  than  they  get.  I  also 
find  that  people  are  after  show  points  as  well 
as  a  good  average  egg  yield,  and  to  cater  to 
this  trade  one  has  to  have  stock  that  is  of  the 
very  Best  on  both  points.  I  tried  this  two  sea- 
sons ago,^and  charged  more  for  my  eggs,  and 
my  sales  were  considerable  more  than  this 
season."' 


Poultry  vs.  Pigeons. 


HATE  read  with  interest 
the  articles  in  F.-P.  on  the 
subject  of  poultry  vs. 
pigeons,  and  would  like 
to  venture  my  opinion.  I 
have  had  no  experience  to 
speak  of  with  pigeons,  so 
what  is  said  in  their  favor  will  be  what  I  have 
learned  from  those  I  know  who  are  raising 
Ijoth  poultry  and  pigeons,  and  therefore  have 
a  chance  to  compare  tbera, 

I  have  raised  poultry  for  several  years,  and 
have  had  both  good  and  bad  luck.  Taking  the 
business  year  in  and  year  out,  from  the  market 
standpoint,  it  is  a  fairly  good  paying  one;  but 
I  cannot  get  near  the  results  some  claim. 
However,  I  shall  keep  pegging  away. 

The  success  of  those  I  know  has  caused  me 
to  become  deeply  interested  in  the  production 
of  squabs  for  market.  I  have  investigated 
quite  a  bit,  and  am  fully  convinced  that  the 
>quab  business  is  the  better  paying  of  the  two. 
It  does  not  require  nearly  the  room,  and  is 
certainly  less  work.     The  largest  raiser  I 


know,  who  keeps  2,300  pairs  of  breeders,  has 
at  most  given  up  poultry,  claiming  his  pigeons 
pay  much  better.  Another  grower  cleared 
S43"2  on  300  pairs  the  past  year,  and  is  raising 
.500  young  birds  to  increase  his  fiock.  Another 
is  making  a  good  living  on  500  pairs. 

W.  Theodore  Wittman  says  Homers  should 
fly  at  large.  This  is  entirely  a  mistaken  idea. 
The  growers  about  here  have  more  Homers 
than  any  other  breed,  and  none  let  them  fly  at 
large.  For  a  flock  of  75  pairs  I  have  a  house 
10  X  IS  ft.,  with  fly  li  s  IS  ft.,  9  ft.  high.  Xo 
breed  seems  to  breed  better  in  confinement 
than  the  Homer.  Of  the  moderate  priced 
birds  they  are  the  most  desirable,  although  I 
shall  cross  some  with  the  Mondaines  and 
Runts  to  increase  size  of  squabs. 

I  shall  still  keep  my  Plymouth  Rocks  and 
White  Wyandottes,  for  I  like  them  and  cannot 
part  with  them,  even  though  I  am  satisfied  I 
can  make  money  easier  with  pigeons.  With 
squabs  at  from  60  to  90  cents  per  pair  doesn"t 
it  look  rather  tempting?  It  does  to  me,  and 
I  have  made  the  start,  C.  H.  Stokes. 


A  Little  Advertising  Experience  and 
Its  Lessons. 


,^\E  of  our  small  adver- 
tisers who  has  not  had 
very  satisfactory  results 
from  his  advertising  this 
season  writes  us  at  some 
length,  giving  his  views 
of  the  reasons  for  this 
unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs.  We  find  his 
remarks  most  interesting,  and  think  some  of 
them  contain  good  suggestions  for  other  begin- 
ner.'* in  poultry  advertising.   He  says : — 

"There  have  been  several  reasons  for  unsat- 
isfactory results  this  season.  First  of  all,  I 
think  that  the  classified  ad.  is  a  back  number 
-'at  its  best.  Second,  that  the  breeders'  column 
Is  a  preference  sheet  to  the  classified.  It  being 
very  conspicuous,  gets  the  early  worm.  I  have 


On  the  first  two  points  mentioned  we  think 
this  correspondent  is  mistaken.  We  find  no 
reason  in  a  general  review  of  reports  that 
come  from  users  of  our  classified  advertising 
columns  for  supposing  that  within  its  limits 
this  kind  of  advertising  is  less  eflective  than  it 
has  been  in  the  past.  For  special  notices, 
special  sales,  and  for  advertisers  whose  pos- 
sible sales  would  not  warrant  such  an  outlay 
for  advertising  as  is  required  to  make  a  good 
show  in  the  display  advertising  columns,  the 
classified  ad.  is  most  useful.  It  has  done  and 
is  doing  good  service.  2»ot  all  classified  adver- 
tisers get  satisfactory  results.  Sometimes 
there  are  apparent  reasons  for  failures  to  make 
sales,  sometimes  the  reasons  are  not  evident, 
but  there  is  always  a  good  proportion  of  classi- 
fied advertisers  getting  results  which  encour- 
age them  to  go  on  or  to  try  display  advertising, 
and  rarely  does  a  season  close  without  several 
reports  of  surprising  sales  on  small  classified 
ads.  in  Farm-Pouxtry. 

In  regard  to  the  ads.  in  the  Breeders  and 
Marketmen  "  column  being  more  conspicuous 
than  classified  ads.,  we  very  much  doubt  it, 
and  the  short  time  advertiser  gets  more  for 
his  money  under  the  other  heading.  The 
"  Breeders  and  Marketmen "  column  is  a 
remnant  of  what  it  was  in  the  early  days  of 
the  paper  before  the  breeders'  cards  were 
classified  under  appropriate  headings  as  now. 


It  was  continued  after  most  of  the  ads,  wtut 
under  another  and  more  appropriate  general 
heading,  for  two  reasons  : — first,  because  some 
old  advertisers  wanted  to  continue  under  the 
old  heading:  second,  because  it  had  been  cus- 
tomary to  allow  contract  advertisers  to  use 
space  in  the  "  Breeders  and  Marketmen  " 
column  at  their  contract  rates.    When  the 
"  Buyers'  Directory,"  with  its  <;Iassifications, 
was  introduced,  the  rate  for  space  was  made 
twent3-five  cents  a  line  to  everybody,  and  one 
prime  object  in  making  this  uniform  rate  was 
to  give  the  small  and  occasional  advertisers 
better  opportunities  than  they  had  under  the 
old  system  where  the  advertiser  with  a  large 
contract  could  put  an  ad.  beside  theirs,  which 
cost  him  sometimes  only  half  as  much  per  line. 
While  the  two  columns  haveTjeen  side  by  side, 
the  first  has  been  largely  long  contract  adver- 
tising; the  second,  short  orders.   Our  corre- 
spondent, however,  is  not  correctly  informed 
about  it  being  necessary  to  make  a  six  months 
contract  for  space  in  the  first  column.  That 
is  sold  in  small  amounts  at  the  same  rate  ae 
display  advertising  —  thirty  cents  per  line  — 
which  is  five  cents  per  line  more  than  in  the 
"  Buyers'  Directory,"  and  no  special  headings 
given.   It  is  not  improbable  that  at  some  con- 
venient time  the  "  Breeders  and  Marketmen '' 
column  may  be  discontinued.   In  the  minds 
of  the  publishers  of  the  paper  it  never  was  in 
any  sense  a  preferred  position,  and  the  greater 
popularity  of  the  classified  directory,  even 
with  some  contract  advertisers  who  paid 
more  to  go  into  it  than  Into  the  B,  and  M. 
column,  does  not  bear  out  our  correspondent's 
assertion  about  the  relative  advantages  of 
position.   But,  if  this  correspondent  thought 
there  was  an  advantage  of  position  here  he 
should  have  written  for  exact  information 
about  rates,  etc.,  not  taking  any  he.arsay  for 
it. 

AYe  find  a  more  reasonable  explanation  of  a 
lack  of  results  from  his  advertising  in  several 
matters  mentioned  under  his  ''third.-'  The 
bearing  of  some  of  these  he  has  discovered. 
He  has  found  that  nearly  ail  buyers  require  a 
fair  degree  of  fancy  quality  in  stock  they  buy 
avowedly  for  practical  purposes,  and  has  also 
found  that  putting  the  price  of  eggs  low  does 
not  always  operate  to  induce  people  to  buy 


Poultry  Supplies 


CONKEY  S  ROUP  CURE  A. 


been  told  that  space  cannot  be  bought  in  that 
column  for  less  than  six  months,  which  to  my 
way  of  thinking  doesn't  give  a  small  plant  a 
chance  to  compete  with  the  more  fortunate. 
Third,  that  would-be  purchasers  are  mostly 
too  fussy.  They  seem  to  think  that  they  are 
conferring  a  very  special  favor  upon  you  when 
they  write  to  find  out  how  your  eggs  are 
hatching,  where  you  got"your  parent  stock 
from,  what  was  your  average  for  the  last  two 
or  three  years,  how  many  hens  you  keep  to 
one  rooster,  whether  they  are  related  or  not, 
how  many  prizes  you  have  won,—  and  where, 
whether  your  eggs  are  a  very  dark  brown  in 
color,  whether,  if  they  should  decide  to  pur- 
chase from  you,  you  can  at  once  ship  fifteen 
fertile  eggs  C.  O.  D,,  and  a  thousand  other 


^    -.-^  ^-ir-r-M-»    V  ^  I  '  w  »  ¥  ^   Tlie  onlv  remedy  positively  known  to  cure  Koup 
dTiuk.   iiii.piv  put  ihe  cure  in  drrakiog  water,  aim        ^"^  '  ."""^''ak        gallons  of  medicine.  Directions 
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luore  freely.  The  buyer  generally  by  compar- 
ing tbe  price  asked  with  the  description  ot  the 
goods  otfered  comes  to  some  sort  of  conclusion 
as  to  the  probability  of  the  goods  being  good 
value  for  the  money,  and  he  generally  takes  it 
for  granted  that  the  one  who  has  goods  to  sell, 
will  neither  understate  their  cjuality,  nor 
offer  them  at  less  than  the  best  price  he  thinks 
will  sell  them.  So  if  the  man  studying  adver- 
tisements finds  two  containing  descriptions  of 
stock  that  are  very  like,  but  with  quite  differ- 
ent prices,  he  may  order  at  the  lowest  price; 
but  as  tbe  experience  of  this  advertiser,  and 
of  not  a  few  otliers,  indicates  he  is  more  likely 
to  lake  it  that  the  price  mentioned  is  a  better 
indication  of  quality  than  the  description 
given.  Quality  is  generally  supposed  to  govern 
price — and  taking  values  by  and  large,  quality 
does  govern  price;  and  because  this  is  so  there 
is  ne  surer  way  to  cheapen  your  goods  in  the 
eyes  of  the  purchaser  than  by  placing  your 
price  too  low.  For  a  local  trade — for  sales  to 
people  who  see  the  stock,  a  low  price  may  be 
good  advertising,  but  the  people  who  buy 
through  the  mails  are  shy  of  stock  that  is  too 
cheap. 

In  saying  this  we  have  no  thought  of  reflect- 
ing in  any  way  on  stock  that  is  advertised  at 
low  prices,  or  on  those  who  advertise  it.  We 
are  aware  that  most  of  those  who  advertise 
eggs  at  a  dollar  do  so  because  they  think  tbe 
low  price  will  be  a  point  in  their  favor,  and 
not  because  tlie  eggs  are  not  worth  more.  As 
many  an  advertiser  of  dollar  eggs  knew  when 
he  made  his  price,  and  as  a  customer  occasion- 
ally discovers,  some  dollar  eggs  are  worth 
more  than  some  eggs  sold  at  many  times  the 
price.  Tbe  experience  of  advertisers,  how- 
ever, seems  to  show  that  it  is  better  to  say  the 


best  you  honestly  can  say  for  what  \oii  have 
to  sell,  and  then  make  a  price  that  fits  the 
description. 

In  conclusion  wc  refer  to  the  complaint  of 
our  correspondent  that  he  found  buyers  too 
"fussy."  They  asked  a  good  many  questions. 
He  does  not  say  what  his  practice  was, 
whether  he  answered  questions  or  not.  The 
questions  he  enumerates  are  such  as  would  be 
properly  and  easily  answered  in  a  printed 
circular.  Some  of  these  questions  are  in  a 
measure  irrelevant,  but  most  of  them  are 
entirely  proper  questions,  requiring  a  plain 
and  civil  answer.  All  of  tbem  are  questions 
which  buyers  of  eggs  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  asking  ever  since  the  trade  in  eggs  for 
hatching  began,  and  it  is  good  policy  for  those 
who  want  to  sell  eggs  to  be  prepared  to  give 
information  on  all  these  points.  Indeed,  such 
information  has  been  made  a  feature  of  the 
circulars  of  some  of  our  most  successful 
breeders.  It  is  no  use  to  quarrel  with  your 
possible  customers,  or  to  criticise  their  foibles, 
or  to  attempt  to  make  them  look  at  things 
only  from  your  point  of  view.  As  an  old 
gardener  once  remarked  to  the  writer,  when 
asked  why  he  grew  a  certain  vegetable  not  in 
general  demand,  and  therefoi-e  neglected  by 
mHpy  gardeners  who  thought  it  not  worth 
while  to  bother  with  an  article  for  which  the 
demand  was  so  limited  :  "I  grow  it  because 
there  is  a  demand  for  it.  True  the  demand  is 
not  large,  but  by  being  able  to  supply  it  to 
those  who  want  it,  I  sell  them  a  great  deal  of 
other  vegetables.  I  don't  think  the  stuff  is  lit 
to  eat,  but  I  found  out  years  ago  that  if  I 
wanted  to  do  business  with  people  I  must 
give  them  what  they  wanted  —  not  what  I 
thought  they  ought  to  want." 


An  English  Idea  of  Utility  Poultry 
Farming. 


„T  IS  to  be  feared  that  our 
"kinsmen  over  seas"  are  in 
danger  of  getting  some 
wrong  impressions  of 
America — and  getting  tbem 
so  deeply  rooted  that  they 
will  not  easily  be  eradi- 
cated. Distance  —  apparently  —  enhances  the 
enchanting  power  of  some  of  the  marvelous 
tales  of  the  doings  of  American  hens  and 
American  hen  men  until  it  would  almost 
appear  that  tbe  British  poultry  farmer 
regarded  the  American  engaged  in  that  occu- 
pation as  a  veritable  wizard,  and  the  American 
hen  as  a  cross  between  the  goose  that  laid 
golden  eggs  and  a  queen  bee. 

A  little  while  ago  a  writer  in  one  of  the 
English  poultry  papers  expressed  some  opin- 
ions adverse  to  utility  [loultry  farming  as  a 
means  of  livelihood  or  money  making.  Xow 
the  proprietors  of  the  "  Worcestershire  Poul- 
try Farm"  take  him  up  and  read  him  a  little 
lesson  illustrating  their  points  here  and  there 
by  references  to  poultry  matters,  in  America. 
Here  is  one  sample : 

"  In  utility  poultry  farming  (we  are,  of 
course,  speaking  of  laying  fowls  only,  as  we 
have  had  little  experience  of  table  poultry), 
the  crux  of  the  whole  question  seems  to  us  to 
be  this— the  quantity  of  eggs  laid  per  hen.  A 
120-egg  hen  is  of  no  use  at  all  to  the  utility 
poultry  keeper,  because  she  will  not  pay  for 
her  keep  and  attention.  The  1.50-egg  hen  is 
very  little  better  because  she  will  perhaps  only 
just  do  it;  but  the  'JOO-egg  and  upwards  hen 
is  everything,  because  every  egg  laid  after  she 

How  to  Get  Rid  of  Rats. 

The  following  recipe  for  driving  away  rats 
\t  furnished  by  a  reader  who  says  he  has  not 
tried  It,  but  clipped  It  from  a  recent  copy  of 
the  Scientific  American,  and  sends  us  for 
those  disposed  to  try  how  It  works. 

"All  tradesmen  being  liable  to  the  tncur- 
bIoos  and  ilepredations  of  rats,  it  mar  not  be 
out  of  place  to  mention  a  method  of  getting 
rid  of  these  pests  which  Is  recommended  by  a 
correspondent  of  the  Blrmlngbam  Daily  font. 
This  consisis  In  thinning  down  with  petroleum 
ordinary  slow  drying  tar  varnish, such  as  bed- 
Mlead  makers  and  japanners  use,  and  pouring 
the  mixture  into  tbe  runs  of  the  rats.  Tbe 
vermin  are  said  to  loathe  the  nmell  of  the 
KlulT.  and  will  do  anything  to  get  clear  of  it. 
A  sttll  more  effective  plan  Is  said  to  be  to 


bus  paid  for  her  keep  and  attention  is  all 
profit.  In  America  the  200-egg  hen  has  l)een 
an  accomplished  fact  for  years." 

Perhaps  it  isn't  really  wortli  while  to  con- 
tradict such  statements  as  that  last,  as  long  as 
a  considerable  number  of  American  writers  of 
some  repute  are  willing  to  vouch  for  200-egg 
hens  as  more  common  than  in  fact  they  are. 
But  the  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  the  testimony 
for  the  records  approaching  or  exceeding  200 
eggs  i)er  hen  is  not  of  a  kind  that  will  survive 
close  examination,  and  the  200-egg  hen  occurs 
only  —  frequently  as  an  individual  in  many 
flocks  —  occasionally  in  small  flocks  doing 
exceptionally  well  for  a  single  season. 

So  far  as  the  120-egg  hen  being  unable  to 
earn  her  keep  is  concerned  :  In  America  the 
most  successful  producers  of  market  eggs  are 
never  heard  of  in  connection  with  extremely 
high  records,  and  of  large  flocks  kept  continu- 
ously at  a  profit  for  market  eggs  only  there 
are  probal)ly  many  more  that  produce  an 
average  of  less  than  ten  dozen  eggs  per  hen 
per  year  than  there  are  that  go  above  that 
figure.  It  is  becoming  more  and  more  appar- 
ent to  students  of  American  methods  of  egg 
farming  that  it  is  easier  to  make  money  by 
reducing  cost  of  keeping  hens  than  by  increas- 
ing production  of  eggs.  From  what  we  have 
read  and  heard  of  the  labor  requirements  of 
poultry  farms  of  various  kinds  in  Englan.l,  we 
judge  that  English  poultry  keepers  could  profit 
more  by  a  study  of  American  methods  of 
doing  a  ilay's  work  than  by  endeavoring  to 
emulate  our  high  marks  in  egg  production. 

catch  a  rat  alive,  dip  it  up  to  the  neck  In  the 
varnish,  and  turn  it  loose.  Its  fellows  will 
flee  from  it  as  from  the  de'il.  Tbe  dipping 
process  is  said  to  be  harmless  to  the  ral.  Bin 
some  ironmongers  may  not  care  to  'dip  a  live 
rat  up  10  Its  npck.'  " 

A  Word  forthe  "Business  Fowl" 
of  the  19th  Century. 

Editor  Kakm-I'oi  1,1  KY  :— I  have  been  a 
breeder  of  I'lymouth  Kock  fowls  for  the  last 
fifteen  years,  and  can  truthfully  say  that  1 
have  never  seen  the  lime  that  I  cared  to 
change  tbem  for  any  breed.  I  have  made  a 
clear  profit  of  from  ?2  to  $2.87  per  head  for 
several  years,  an<l  I  think  it  just  as  easy  to 
make  a  gocid  laying  strain  of  hens  pay  you  ^2 
or  more  pe  r  head  per  year  as  it  is  to  make  a 
•  lollar  pay  six  per  cent  iutercst.    Either  one 


rei|uires  a  littlfe  bead  work,  but  it  can  be 
done. 

.So  long  as  it  is  clean,  I  don't  think  there  is 
as  much  in  the  kind  of  feed  one  uses  as  there 
is  in  giving  tbe  right  quantity  at  the  right 
times.    That  is  what  counts. 

The  only  fault  I  can  find  with  the  Buff" 
Rocks  is  that  if  anything  they  are  too  tame- 
right  under  one's  feet  all  the  time.  But  that 
might  be  worse.  W.^lter  L.  3I.\xx. 

Highland  Poultry  and  Berry  Farm, 
Warwick,  Mass. 


American  Incubators  and  Brood= 
ers  Abroad. 

For  the  past  twenty  years  American  incu- 
bators and  brooders  have  been  going  abroad 
in  small  numbers,  with  very  little  fluctuation 
in  demand  until  about  two  years  ago  when 
Robt.  A.  Colt,  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  established 
a  general  agency  in  London,  Eng.,  under  name 
of  the  Eobt.  A.  Colt,  Ltd.,  a  corporation  with 
large  capital,  for  the  sale  of  American  goods 
of  all  kinds  pertaining  to  poultry  culture,  with 
the  Prairie  State  incubators  and  brooders  as 
the  corner  stone  of  the  business.  . 

The  energetic  manner  with  which  Mr.  Colt 
inaugurated  his  campaign  for  business  led 
the  Prairie  State  Incubator  Co.  to  assign  his 
company  the  following  continental  countries, 
viz.:  France,  Germany,  Belgium,  Spain, 
Switzerland,  Holland,  Sweden,  Norway,  Den- 
mark, Portugal,  and  Italy,  in  addition  to  the 
British  Isles,  which  were  originally  given 
him. 

A  great  increase  in  interest  in  American 
made  goods  was  at  once  manifested.  Mr.  Colt 
immediately  set  about  giving  the  Prairie  State 
incubators  and  brooders  the  greatest  publicity 
possible,  both  by  an  active  adveitising  cam- 
paign and  by  making  large  and  attractive 
exhibits  at  all  the  important  shows  in  Eng- 
land, Germany,  Holland,  and  France.  In 
addition,  as  soon  as  the  machines  became 


known,  he  began  appointing  suicagents  in  his 
territory  as  fast  as  reliable  firms  could  be 
found  which  were  in  touch  with  the  poultry 
interests  of  the  several  countries. 

Very  much  the  same  condition  of  affairs 
existed  in  South  Africa,  Australia,  and  New 
Zealand  as  in  the  British  Isles  and  on  the 
continent  of  Europe  up  to  within  two  or  three 
years,  or  until  the  attention  of  William  E. 
Peck  &  Co.,  foreign  merchants  ot  New  York 
city,  was  called  to  that  field  as  being  ripe  for 
the  exploitatiou  of  American  made  incubators 
and  brooders.  Messrs.  Peck  &  Co.,  having 
direct  and  intimate  connections  with  the  best 
merchants,  were  in  exceptionally  good  position 
to  push  tbe  sale  in  those  countries,  as  well  as 
in  two  of  the  states  of  Brazil,  South  America. 

The  demand  from  these  two  agents  has  not 
only  been  very  satisfactory  to  the  Prairie  State 
Incubator  Co.,  but  has  also  astonished  all  three 
parties  concerned.  The  demand  from  Eng- 
land was  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  Prairie 
State  Incubator  Co.  to  meet,  and  doubtless 
one-half  more  machines  could  have  been  sold 
there  had  the  factory  been  able  to  turn  them 
out. 

To  prevent  any  such  shortage  next  season, 
and  anticipating  a  very  much  larger  demand, 
Mr.  Colt  on  his  recent  visit  to  America  placed 
an  order  with  the  Prairie  Stale  Incubator  Co. 
for  4,100  incubators  and  brooders,  which  is 
undoubtedly  tbe  largest  single  order  ever 
given  an  incubator  manufacturer.  The  Messrs. 
Peck  it  Co.  also  placed  an  order  with  Mr. 
Cooper  the  same  day  for  from  1,000  to  1,200 
machines.  The  total  amount  involved  in  the 
two  orders  is  about  871.000. 

The  Prairie  State  Incubator  Co.  has  already 
decided  to  increase  the  output  of  its  factory, 
and  to  keep  it  running  full  capacity  all 
through  the  summer  monThs,  putting  in  a  new 
30  horse  power  gas  engine  as  supplementary 
power,  and  more  machinery  in  the  iron  work- 
ing department  to  facilitate  tbe  work  and 
lessen  hand  lal)or  and  expense. 

Tbe  future  looks  extremely  bright  for  the 
Prairie  State  Incubator  Co.,  and  it  will  have 
to  "get  busy''  and  keep  busy,  as  the  home 
demand  is  also  increasing  lar<relv  every  year. 


A  Little  Money 

-Plus- 

A  Little  Effort 

Ou  tlie  |iart  of  anyoiu'  imei  esit.i  in  puuiii  v  raisintr  will  olitain  a  copy  of  anv  or  all  of  tlie 
foll.jwiug  list  ot  ilie  best  pouUry  books  from  "THE  FAKM-POlJl-TRT  SEKIKS." 

By  taking  advantage  of  lllis  exc;-piional  offer  von  can  have  a  complete,  practical 
poultry  library  for  a  wonclfrfullv  small  sum' of  money.  You  should  not  miss  iliis 
oiipovtunity  to  st.'uri- l,i>ol,s  tliat  ai  e  r^.;-;,'uizi-.1  as  tile  best' authorities  on  tlie  subjects  of 
wliKh  they  treat.  .Ndti.'e  the  one  r..|iy  pi  ice  lielow.  and  the  price  for  wliicli  we  will  sell  two 
c  "|i  i-i  lo  be  sent  I"  one  address,  postage  prepaid  bv  us.  Tou  deliver  friend's 
copy. 

The  List  of  Books: 


One  Copy    Two  Copies 

A  Liriiig  from  Poultry,  ( Bo}  er) 

The  Book  for  Beginners, 

Profitable  Poultry  Fanning, 

The  Next  Step  and  Guide,  (Bover) 

Winter  Eggs,  (Robinson) 

And  How  to  Get  Them, 

Broilers  for  Profit,  (Boyei) 

A  Guide  to  Broiler  Raising, 

Farm-Poultry  Doctor,  (Sanborn) 

How  to  Prevent  and  Cure  Diseases 

of  Poultry,  by  a  Physician,  50  cts. 

Poultry-Craft,  (Robinson) 

The  Most  Complete  Poultry  Book 

ever  published.   272  pages.  $2.00 


25  cts. 


25  cts. 


25  cts. 


50  cts. 


30  cts. 
30  cts. 
30  cts. 

60  CtB. 

60  cts. 


$3.00 


WE  WILL  SELL 


ONE  WHOLE  ISET,  Six  Volumes,  for  only  $3.00 
TWO  WHOLE  SETS,  Twelve  Volumes,  for  $4.50 

i  K?""  "»<^  whole  set  of  six  volumes  for  SS.OO  is  a  bargain.   But  by  a  very 

iinie  vllort.  you  cm  sell  a  neitrlibor  or  friend  anv  one  or  .several  of  the  books  or  llie 
"iii.ie  set,  and  as  you  will  note,  the  commission  we'allow  nrKclicallv  iiavs  for  your  cony. 
Ooatwo  sel  onler  you  ^el  the  six  books  for  Usual  price  of"  Poultry  Crifi  alone  U 

Tr.:  ""/""""her  wc  pay  all  noMape  when  sent  to  one  party.  Imt  if  von  want  tlie  b.ioks  sent  to 
two  dlirerenl  addresses  add  to  (he  price  of  your  friend's  lot  sav  S  cents  for  each  25c.  hook, 
o  ceuis  for  each  .Vic.  hook,  and  10  cents  for  each  S2.00  book. 

SEM>  ALL  ORDERS  TO  U.S.  with  cash  in  Registered  Letter  or  an 
Express  or  Tost  Offloe  Money  Or<ler. 

FARM-POULTRY  PUB.  CO..    22  Custom  House  Street,    Boston.  Mass 


\\,  mass.  mc. 


